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sphere of warlike action is no longer confined to land
and sea, but extends even to the leavens. Newly-
invented weapons of destruction are heing employed,
powerful enough to demolish the strongest fortress, and
to deal cut death wholesale in its most ghastly forms.
Shell and shrapnel have made sad havoe in many ancient
and famous citics. Stately Gothic cathedrals, the glory
of medieval times and the wonder of our own, have been
irretrievably damaged: treasuves of art and literature,
such as never can be replaced, lhave been given to the

fanes ; aixd the country that was lately a smiling gar--

den and a hive of industry is now, owing to the ravages
of war, a blackened, desolate waste.  The Ioss of human
are has been simply appalling,  Past numbering are
the brave hearts that vest in vaimeless graves on the
plains of Beleinm, or the hill slopes of Northeru France,
The sea, too, has claimed its roll of vietims, Throngh-
out the length and breadth of the Kingdom to-day,
in the halls of the noble, as in the dwellines of the
lowly, wives and mochers ave weeping for the hushands
and sons thev shall never sce again, or ave looking out
with anxious tearful expectaney for the safe return of
those who are at the front. Thev went forth at the
call of honov and duty  to falfil the treamy oblicalions
of the Empire towards the Belsian nation.  to defend
her gallant people against the overwhelhming forees of
a ruthless despoi, and o strike dewn the (vranny of
a militarism that threatened the Very existonee of the
British Empire avd other Furopean States,

¢ Their work so far hus been crowned with o sue-
cess which points to o complete and clorions vietory in
the future. We have evidences Trom many sources that
British pluck aud encurenee have bhoen nobiv displaved
in many a hard-fonght feld, while fhe dash and couvaee
of our Irish <DL
Brigade, and their fnihers deeds ar valor i the sarie
historie ground.  Dritish aed Teish now Goht side by
side 1n & cotnnrn enuse, el Tor the attaimment of o
comnmon ohjeet. 1
forgotten i the fecher of conrade hip thae has sprang
up between thew.  OLl Yewds do ot come up for o
cussicn or =cltlernent in the tropehes or on the bavtie-
field.  Tuev quit themseives Hhe men and soldiees - ey
die together Like Dioabers aond b
tlle_\' fall their feces are over turtest to the
The enemy st mevir v
be seen 1n Jrish waters, i catiunt Teishimen who 1edd
at Mons and Ypres, and tomany another fieree contest,
laid down their Lives for lreland’s zake, just as really
az if thev had powved rovin their heart’s blood i her
defence on thelr native =ol.
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After velorring o the terrible resulis of the pre-
sent coutlict, and o ihe influence for cood whieh 1t
has excreised one the relicions life of France - an intiu-
ence duc in vreal meastre to fle splondid examples of
devotion and heroisty of her soldier priestz, s Emi-
nence Cardios! Lowwe continues: A con=oling fexinre
of the War 15 oo in the reports which chaplains 1o
the field cive of the carnestin with wlieh owr lrish
Catholic soldiers ava’l themzelves of the spintual aids
whiclh have been sceured Tor them alter some tronble,
The record of their conduct in activn proves that deve-
tion to relizgion les wol dmnped their ardor or ronbed
them of the dash which has =o often carvied lvish sol-
diers to the forelront in wany a stvicken field. Wiath-
out any compulsion, suell o exists in oother conntries,
they have clicerfully come forward, and still com-
tinue  to  come  forward, in large  numbers for
the defence of (he Fmoire in her time of trial.  They
know the risks, and have courageonsly taken them. The
long lists of casualties which daily appear ave the best
proof that they huve done their duty with unflinching
bravery. For tle dear ounes left to mourn the fale of
those who have fallen a chiel solace is the knowledge
that, thougll death claimed them in the pride of their
manhood, it did wnol find them unprepared.

=

“ Unfortunately there seems to be one department
in which the heroisin of those who risk their lives for

the welfare of the State can awaken neither a feeling
af gratitude nor a sense of duty. The Admiralty,
‘w]nchf has long persisted, during times of peace, 1n
ignoring ihe ¢laims of Cathiolic sailors, seems to some
extent to persist in the same policy still amid the risks
and chances of war. When I found it necessary to
direct attention to this erying want many years ago
L remember an old admiral, rising in the Iouse of
Cominons, declared that no Papist rvites should ever be
celebrated on hoard of any of her Majesty’s ships. 1t
15 to be hoped that none of this spinit siill Hogers, but
should it consistency demands that Papist sailors should
Lo joined with Papist rites in the samnme exclusion. Tt
1z estimated that there are tweniy-eight thousand Catho-
He sailors and marines on board the fleet, most of them
Irigh either by birvtlh or desceut. 1 have before me as
I write w pariial and very imperfect return of squad-
vons and ships: but it is sufficlent to show that the
[rovision made Tor the spiritual care of (Clatholie sailors
is very inadequate. In a large number of ships, be-
fenging to every class in the navy, from battleships to
mine-sweepers, there seem to be neither Catholie chap-
latis nor facilities for Catholic zailors to attend to their
religious duties. The conditions of modern naval war-
fave render this need the more pressing. When a catas-
trophie comes 1t i3 a holecausi, sudden and appalling,
leaving no thime for thouchi or preparation. Formerly
when aos=hip was beaten she struek her eolors, leaving
the remnant of her eompany sabe, with lime fo attend
to the corporal and spirituad wants of the wounded :
new. when oo ship s bewten, she poes e the boltom,
beaving with her all on board, dead and living, wounded
and sound
*

(i< Fainenee poluts oui that this diserimination
arainst Cattolies = peither vaive just, patriotie, nor
posliine. Both patentian and wood poticy urge ihat
there showdd e verorme. wnd that Catholie satlors should
Bave every cpporfuniiy of perforning thelr religious
duties, The «arety of the vonntey depends on the effi-
cieney of the fleets il iherorore every Inducement
Aahd e deld suiory these who are competent and
remidy o serve i the Novw,

*

T “L.\!U:[l F Wiihda ;liljﬂ‘ill“ Tor fervent Prayvers
Tor o spevedy conclusion of the devistating War, and
savy o From ont the aniversal cloom of this awtul con-
et a0 bright rav of hopoe =hines Jorth Tor our own bes
loved counfry.  Party stvile has ceased : Iriendly rela-
trons have been establishied ; lovalis and goodwill ac-
company the vealisation of Treland’s aspivations, so that,
witl the wermination ol the War, woe confidently await
ihe dawning of the day of liherty, peace and prosperity
of our native Lo, God grant we may not be dis
appointed,” .

Notes

— e
Cardinal Mercier’'s Pastoral

Over hadl a million pamphlets containing long ex-
tracts from Cavdinal Morcier’s  Paztoral Letler have
been printed for free distribution i all the {atholic
churches and sehools i Bagland, Wales, and Scotland.
Cardinal DBourne has written a foreword. When the
Prussiang forbade the letter 10 Belgium the Belgian
schoel teachers made their clildren leavin parts of it
by heart. and thus the Cardinal’s words were gpread
abroad, despite the enemy.

A Warning to Bigots

The following comments appeared in Londen Zrufh
for January 27 last:— Bigots of all denominations
will do well to inwardly digest an experience which has
befallen the Dalzicl Hehool Board. The Board dismissed
one of its teachers because she joined the Catholic
Church, and refused to pay her £20 compensation
awarded her by the Education Department for dis-
missa!l. The teacher sued the Board for the money and
won her case, and the Board has now decided not to



