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war. It is an incident of the mever-to-be-forgotten
retreat from Mons: ' I had driven them for three years.
I tell you I could talk to them just as I am talking to
you. There was not a word I said that they did not
understand. And they could answer me—they could,
indeed. I was never once at a loss to know what they
meant. When I was astride one of them, why, I had
only to think what I wanted him to do, and e would
do it without being tcld. Early in the retreut from
Mons a shell crashed right into the midst of the section
with which T was moving. A driver in frout of me was
blown to bits. My gun was wrecked. I was ordered
to help with another. As T mounted the fresh horse
te continue the retreat T saw my two horses struggling
and kicking on the grouud to free themselves. T could
not go back to them. [ tell you it hurt me, Suddenly
a French chasseur dashed iwp fo them, cut the traces,
and set them at liberty. 1 wus a good way ahead by
that time, but I kept looking Lack at them, and T could
tell that they saw me directly they were ou their leet.
Those horses followed me for four davs, We stopped
for hardly five minutes, and T could not oet Lack to
them. There was no work for them, but they kept
their places in the line like trained soldiers. They
were following me to the very end, and the thousht
accurred a thousand toues: © What do they think of
me on anather horse 7' Wlhenover [ looked there they
were in the line, watchinge me =0 anxionsly wnd s
fully as to wake me decl ottty of Jesertine then
Whenever the word " Hlalt ! van drwn the ol
held up my hand to them, and they siow L every time.
They stopped instantiv. Whether thev gol envtling fo
eat I do not know. 1 wonder whethier they drapped ont
from sheer exhaustion | bone 4o heaven it was nar
that., At any rate, one morning when the retreat was
all but aver, 1 missed them. 1 sippose T oshall never
see them again.  That's the =ort of thine that lgns o
soldier in wuar.’
%

How much these sufferings hurt a soldler, and how
close @ hand of svimipathy and aflection sprnss wp b
tween rider and Dose wine tove =0 alten Dol suther
mg and death toverther o well lnushiated o4 el
toueling e = lite Grereral Butler s I
work, The Great Lose foaad 11 g descriptiong o ine
dealh of the Generads Javerite horse, Blacaie, wien
the party were attemptine o oress the Srozen piver
Saskatvhewan s wnel it <hows t]
was as cansiderate ainl temder : -
CLt froze haved that nizin, and o the oenine the vt
viver Dl its waters gitecether widden opposiie o
camp by a covering of e Wikl o bear ! that was
the question. We went on b variv, besline witl ave
and sharp-pointed poles [ plices 10w very 1l
bl am other poarts 2t e Banl avd solad tn the W,
The dangerans <pob was

e orean el

striedd s e own

S thee very eentre ol 1l viver
where the waley Iied shosen thronel S0 found Liades on
the previes davy Bt we bl o s fhese ol
]11;!(‘(‘:« ])y tals REETRTERRTI
t\ft(‘l’ \\'H’:L’]‘H"‘ h'!('li\“';“ i

CORTEC Griss e et

Al Torwnrds several dines . we

delermined 1o e lend liorse Ple was el et
a oy plece of vope altache:d 4o i noek. T fhe et e
ol the =tream the 1ee seemed 1o Lemd <lohtlv e |-
passed over 1t but no heeak oceurred, aned in osa tety we
reached the unposite siic, Now epnre Biackie's turn
Somehow or other [ ot uneemtfortabis abour 1L, aned
remarked that tle horse ought (o have Wis shoes re-
moved belove the atiennt was made. My cotanion,
however, demurred, aned s cxperienes tn these nattoers
had extended over so many venrs, that 1 was foulihly
mduced 1o allow him fo proceed as-he thought fir, even

agalnst mv Delter judement, Blackie was taken ont,

led as hefore, tied by & long hine, T followerd ¢lowe
belund him, to drive him if neeessary. Tle did naot
neecd much driving, T fesic the fee quile readiiv, We

had got to the centre of the viver, when the surface
suddenlv hent downwards and, fo myv hovror, the poor
horse plunged deep oo black, guick-running water!
He was not three yads in front of me when the iee
broke. 1 reeolled involuntarily from the black, seoth-
ing echasm; the horse, thourh he plunged suddenly

down, never let his head uynder water, but kept swim-
ming manfully round and round the narrow hole, trying
all he could to get upon the ice.  All his efforts were
useless; a cruel wall of sharp ice struck his knees as
bo tried to lift them on the surface, and the current,
running with immense velogity, repeatedly carried him
back underneatli.  As soon as the horse had broken
through, the man who held the rope let it go, and the
leather Tine flow back aboul poor Blackie’s head, I got
up almest in the cdge of the hole, and, stretching
out, took hold of the line again: but that could do no
good nor give him any assistance in his struggles. T
shall never forget the way the poor brute looked at me
-—even now, as I owrite these lines, the whole scene
comes hack in memary with all the vividness of a pic-
ture, and I feel again the horrible sensation of being
utterly nnabie, though almoest wilhin tenching distance,
toowive bim help 0 his dive extremity-—and if ever
diwah animal spoke with unulterable eloquence, that
Lovse ealled to jue in Qs agouv: be turned to me as
to ane frum whom lie had @ vight to expect assistance.
T ennld vot stand the seene any longer. " Is there no
help for bim 277 T evied to the other men.  ““None what-
ever,” was the reply s ihe dee is dangernus all around.”
Then T rushied back to the shore and up to the camp
where v vitle lav, thien hack again te the fatal spot
whoere the noor heast <UG sireled acainst bis fate.  As
oo the vitte he Tooked o e ao Snplovingly that,
LR R Y A TN YRS PR RS I EYRTRLE Avnather nstant, aml
T]‘At' Adeadv Baallet v dothremeh s head, and, with
one Tenle vever o he forzotten, o owent down under the
cold unpity!
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Tl oy Tieve heen very foedisie, pevhaps. for poor
e ot o 2T Ahat B owent back
(SERRSTTINEN anl, sitting down o the snow, eried like a
it Wil gy oewn oamind bobad taken my  peor
Dlend < e not af e shewl]l exast o somewhere in

viona o Spee it hnm‘:_‘; [nedinn ]\;U‘ﬂr'“?(‘ where
I hevzey andd pever tived, Blackie, at
ey e liand thae

Bilese was nntv oo

aent Lim there, if he
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A teai frorac the Marist Brothers”  Old Boys'
ket Cnd Teft for Wanganui oy play anatches in that
Thee tesiw s in charge of Moo FooJo O Driscolly
whi waz snpointed manacer for the tour.

My Fodo G Temng, seeretary of the Auckland
Phecewnr Connerl of the Catholhie Federation, was 1n

)
Tlors o

soclon, o Low ?4‘.111[{;1}'.

i,

duviie the oweek, and ealled on o zeveral mem-
Bers of the Doeinion Executive, e is a delegate to
the covderence af Foederated Catholic Clubs at Timara,

Tlhe missions eonducted by the Very Rev. Father
avior, =M. o ab sto Franets' Chureh, Island Bay, and
the Rev. Failer MeCarthy, 830, at 5t Patrick’s, Kil-
Birnie, concluded on Sunday evening, after a most sue-
ees<iul weele, The serviees were all well attended, and
iowas most cdifving {o gee the muonber of communicants
cach morring. On Sunday evening both churches were
paclkel when sertmons on ¢ Perseverance ' were preached,
and those present renewed their Baptismal vows.  The
Papa! Blessing was unparted by the missioners.

Last. Moudav afternoon the Very Rev., Dean Reg-
waull, SAL and Me T, Shields paid a visit to the
Murvist Brothers” School, Therndon, for the purpose of
presenting the hoys with {he Duthie Cup and a set of
silver medals, all of which had been competed for on




