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ITALY AND THE HOLY FATHER

TIHE LAW OF GUARANTEES.

. The progress of the war has opened up many ques-

tions that were never dreamed of at the beginning,
Among these (writes Rev. Father Grabam, M.A.,
the Cutholic Timesy is the position of the llcly Sec
in the event of Ltaly being invelved iu the war.  The
possibility, not to say probability, of this event is g
thought that will be cecupying the minds of many
Catholics at present.  That the diplomatic genips of
our Holy Father will be able to cope with any inter-
national conmplications that may arvise out of this contin-
geuey we all, of course, believe.  Yet it may not be
without interest to consider the curions and delicate
situation which would he created by Ttaly’s entrance
c¢u the field, '

On January 18 the TLondon correspondent of the
Sealtsman wrote:  Should Ttaly eventually participate
in the war, & question both political and juridical, as
interesting as it ts delicate, will avise.  After remark-
g that the Act of Parliament (11 and 12 Vietoria,
cap, 108) providing for the appointment of an ambassi-
dor 1o the Vatican enacted that such andassador shall
not be Ca Jesuit, a person in holv: Orders, or the
member of any religions Order v Community in the
Chureh of Home,” 4he writer ocave a fairly comreet ae-
cound of the provisions of the Tlalion so-enledy
uf Gaarantees - (1871,

The Diplamatie Represeniatives at the

O Jonwary 26 he returned to the subject with a
Briet discusston of the sivnation that would arise slhonhl
Ltaly hecome o party 1o tue present strigcle.
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Howound e searcely worth white 1o dwell on his
speculations us to the posble wavs of solving the diffi-
cultve sueh as entrusiing the interests of vnemy Powers
o the embasse of a neultval Power, or of emnploving Lhe
Tribunal of the Rata 4o act For any cnemny hellicerent

Ao,

Bt there &0 g

Freor on the Pone’s osnion,

crapl g that exeellont work of
Monsiennr Anditors ol the Rotu,
s the Pope fode pewdent D whiel as very mueh (o onr
present purpose. Iiscussing Diplomatie Relations and
Poutifical Acts under the Law of Guarantees, the writer
says: Thers is one contingeney for which no provision
is made in the Law of Guarantees— -the eventuality of
war hetween [faly and some other Power.
Uorte, a member af the Ttalian Parliament, in the sit-
ting of 16th February, 1871, proposed an amendment,
declarving that all the privileges aceorded to the Pope
with respeel {o mmhassadors aceredited to {he Vatican,
and to the despatel of teleorams and eorvespondencer,
shoufd he suspendeel in ease of war hetween Ttaly and
miher n:«tinns,- ax o also i the case of war hetween nther
penples when Taly had declared heesell nentral, and
every circumstance when such a measure should be neees-
S«'-LI'\,'_ for the Internal and external security of the Sate.
Sig'uor Bonglhi aceepted {lhie amendment, but refused
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to embody it'in the law on the ground that this was
concerned with the rights of peace and not those of
war.  In time of war, then (continues Mgr. Prior),
Italy would expel from Rome the stalf of any embassy
accredited to the Ifoly See that helonged to a hostile
Power.  The correspondence of ihe Holy Ses would
be submitted to a rigorous control.  Wore the Pope
in posscssion of his own little State, he could communi-
cate freely with belligereut countries; his frecdom of
comrunication with them in the future is conditioned
by the view which the Ttalian Government takes of any
war that may be waged. Tntercourse between the Sove-
reign Pontiff and any Power with which Ttaly happened
1o be at war, would be rendered imnossible. Ttaly is
not te be bluned for taking cevery precaution to ensure
the success of her arms in war; she cannet, however, at
the same time claim that she Las left the Pone free and
independent m his spiritual rule. 11is fortunes are
heueeforth, aceording to the Ttalian view, bound up
with those of his conqueror, and the supreme interests
of the Church mnst depend in certain contingencies on
the good-will of Ttalv.’ '
An Inadeyuate Law,

The criticism of the Law of Guaranlees thus acutely
stated ds, as will e casily perceived, only part of Mon-
sigmor Prior’s general argument (whiell it is tho pur-
pose of his buok to establisly that the said Law ig
utterly isuflicient and inadeguate to secure the end il
was ostensthly aneant o attam-—namely, freedont and
independence for the Soveveion Pontiff i 1he oxevciso
of his hich aflice. We mav well thauie God that no
Pope has over accepderl that Law, but rather that it
bas heen rejecied and spurind as o wockery and an
salt te Christ s Viear, Had the Pope meckly sub-
weitted to heconpe g subject of the Ko of [taly, wo
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Sinovedd  thereto,
ot by haman mterest, but by the saerednesz of Our
Alice, i order 1o defend the rivhis and dienity of the
Nnostolie See)

eresstrs apainst present conditions,

We sball not, however, Turther pursue the subj(:(‘b
ol the Law of Guarantees in relalion to the Holy Sce
with Ttaly at wars enoncehic perhaps. has been snd by
way of Rﬁﬁ_{ﬁ(xs{ilw: the new il nnprecedented conpli-
cations that would then arise.

Tl N(‘le'.‘l]it_\' e b Hnly Ser
Meamwlile, 10 will st be ont ol plaee ta reeard
Lhe l‘(‘é‘]i]lj_’ i I]Hst [H‘itli' aned of lll‘.rw‘;n".‘li'\;lhlv o] ntion
whieh theills the Tearts of all Catholies, of whatever
nationality, at witnessing the absalufe nealradity of 1he
[foly #ee al the present  juneture - althoneh *uew-
fratity proper ennugh 1o express (he politieal attitnde
of the Vatican, seems a cold and formal word to apply
tn a Father whe sees his own ebildren fightine o the
death, brother vising up and slaving his hrother. Ll
us eall it vather the bencvelent honartiality and sorrow-
dAricken anxiety Tor peace, on the part of the Father of
2l the Taithind, 1t conld not, of coneee, he ot herwise,
vel {hie Catholic Chureh with its three Tandeed wmillions
oi stubyjects of all peaples and all ennnlriesd s an '|1lrtg~|'|_'r
Tierent feom any seeulay State, and the supraovational
detachment. and disinterestedness of The Aposiobe Ses
has shone ant so vividbe i the present cataelysm thal,
Cathalies, of {his mencralion as least, H(‘\'{‘l‘ll‘i‘é‘l-ll.‘-‘(‘{{ if
s keenly before: they are coustrained {o see tn il a new
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