62

, NEW ZEALAND TABLET

THURSDAY, 'Aé-mr. i, 1514,

for the crow it would bave been. The crow, as soon
as the flames spread, flew up the chimuney, and, perch-
ing on the roof, set up such a yelling as only a crow
can give when so disposed, This unusual noise was
heard by the neighbors, and they went out to see what
was the occasion of it.  Flames were then bursting
from the windows, bub the crow kept his place on the
roof, yelling furicusly. The children were rescued
just in time, they having run into the kitchen, where
they were found huddled together.  But for the timely
warning given by the crow, though, they would bave
perished in the flames, as the fire was so far advanced
that the house was scon consumed,

A story even more remarkable is told by an Olio
farmer. ‘T had,” he said, ‘two tame crows ouce,
and while they were wost amuging pets, they, after a
while became such incorrigilble thieves that 1 saw we
must get vid of them,  They stole anvthing and cvery-
thing they could get hold of, including money and
jewellery. One article they purloined was a yold watel
belonging to a young woman who was visiting at our
house, and ther lugged it away somewhere and hid it
where it could not be found. Tt was that theft that
decided me to got rid of the crows, and one exeedivgly
dark night T took them ofl their rovst, put them info
a feed bag and drove wilh them nearly ten miles 1o a
piece of woods, where T dumped them out of the Tracr
and drove on, returning home by a civenitous rouie, for
fear the cununing birds might hear the sound of the
waggon if T turned aronnd at the spot where T released
them and went hack the road I had come, 1
have zaved all the trenble, for the next day one of
the crows came flving Ieisurely into the vard, perehed
itself on the railing of the back poreh. where 1T was ol
work, and gave me the mnst outrageons doing ever
imaginable. T was glad 1 couldit nnderstand crew
talk, for T am sure 1 would not Luve been comptimented
by what that erow said.  Affer it wob theongh riving
its opinion of me the erow hused it=edl ahout the poe-
mises as usual.  In an hour o so the othor crow cane
back. Those two inentrigibles jabbered towether in
the most earnest manuver Tor several minuies, and Lies
scemed to have conme tosome understandine, for they

micht

flew away toward @ wood lot ut the hack of the Tarm. 1

hated o de it. bur Foade up oy mind o ke awnv
with those crows that very wivhit of they canus baes
again, L went {o the bt think up fow woil
do it, and was there zeme timne, When T oreturned 1o
the higuze my wife el ne with o enrions expression
an her face. The orows had oo baels and were s=trui-
ting sedatelvy about the vard.

TeWhat do veu think® said my wite, U These
crows must have brought Marvs wateh back, T whie
found it a minute ave on her hnreeaw, Just where they
took it from.”

“And so they had. Iodidn't make way with the
crows that nicht, nor 1T didn't have 1o make way willi
them at all, fnr from that dav, as dong ax they lived,
those crows never stole another thing.  Did they kpow
and appreciate the fact that | had made an efforl e
turn them adrift from a comfortable hone Decause of
their thievery, and therefure cawme back to restore the
watch they had parioined andl T wwan, wared it
determination 1o reform!? There dsn't o puarticle of
doubt in my mind that they didl.

GAME.

TIHE VOWIEL

¢ Now,' sald Charlie, when everybody was gathered
around the table, fleUs play the vowel game fathei told
us he used to play when he was a boy.’

‘How do vou play it 7 asked evervone at once.

“1t's  wvery easy, veplied  Charlie, distributing
pencils and paper muong the family group. * You take
the five regular vowels—a, e, i, o, n,—and, beginning
with the frst letter, each plaver writes as lomg a sen-
tence as Lie can, using no vowel exeept “a’ in any word,
but repeating that letter as often as he wishes.’

‘1 don’t gquite understand, suid Cousin  Luey.
¢ Pleasc give us an example.’

‘Youll have o give me a few minutes’ grace,
then,” laughed Charlie, taking his pencil and paper.

‘Buppose I take ‘a.’ He wrote industriously for a
few minutes, and then read the result sloud:

“Ah, madam, Frank Farns, a tall, tasty, black

man at Panama, has a cat that can catch all bad ants
rats, and bats at Nathan’s pantry and barn.’

‘Bravo!” cried wuncles and aunts, as
finished reading the queer sentence,

“You see,’ continued Charlie, *you may give the
players five minutes, or any time you agree on before-
haud, to make up the sentence.  When the time is up,
the sentences ave read, aud the one having the longest
sentence of good, plain, common-place English has
gained the first point.  You go on this way for each
of the five vowels, and when all the sentences are read
and compared, the person who hay gained the most
peints wins the game.’

Charlie

ENADBLES THE DOCTOR TO LIVE,

Admira! Dewey, on being complimented on his
superh health, smiled and said:

‘1 attribute my good condition to plenty of exer-
cise, and no hanguets, One-third of what we cat,
vou know, enahles us to lve.’

“Tn that ease,” said his friend, jJestingly, * what
heeonmes of the other two-thivde ¥

"Oh =and the Adiniral, ‘that enables the docter
Lo Yol

A MODERN IIINDUL

sir Pertal singh, an Tadiao prince now in his
seventicth vear, s left Ludia to fight with the Allies.
Meo Coninesby Dawson, the well-kinown English writer,
tells the fellowing ancedote ol the prince in a recent
Loendon dispateh

A vonne Eneli=h flcntenant had died of cholera in
Tis palace. The boy was the son of an Eaglish friend.
When tie bady Dad to be carvied out o be placed on

aocnn carrace, =0 Pertaly Siogls went forward to Lft
it Betore fe touched dt, beowas stopped by some
Fongiish odiieers. Thev rewinded him o that, by his

policing, were be U Leueh the dead, he would lose all
i despite his wealil, never be

They advised him to send for
who e outeasts, In spite of thewr
pratent< dre picked up the body and earvied it down the
pee o steps o the wun earviage.

A zisp owent up al the sichi: every one of his
subhjpert< knew what he had done. The next morning,
Wl b atrose, dive Lundrved DBrahnin priests were wait-
i o the courdyard. Te eame out, a proud figure,
{ie face thent. e knew what they had come for—to
ke hims the Iowest thine in Jodia, & man without
custe. Te adhod them whai was tielr evvand, and they
told B, Thes had come to make him of as little
devonmt s the humbilest sweeper i his palace.

< Pertab Singh Taughed. U belong,” he said,
oo hivher easte than any of von have ever dreamed
o, mmd vou ean’t take it Tromy et vou're welcome to
atl the roet 1 helomg (o the same caste as the dead
son oF mv riend  the caste of a soldier.’

With that. he walked back into his palace, and the
Brabonin priesls wepl away one Ly oue, ashamed and

cazte, nl perhaps,

abie o by liaek.

The ~werpers,

pzeled.”
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Dr. DUNCAN'S Celebrated Skin Ointment
A hlavd and soothing emolient salves for the cure of
lezema, Psoriasis, Varicose, Uleer, Pimples, ete,
Dr. DPunean’s Celebrated Skin Ointment relieves 3kin
Trritation immediately it is applied.
Pr. Duncan'’s Celebrated Skin (intment is a proved
Remedy, and to all sufferers from Skin Troubles it is
highly vecommended,
For Chapped 1lands it has no equal.

Price-—2/6 pet Pot (post free) from—

The “GRAND” PHARMACY
3 WILLIS STREET :: WELLINGTON.

SILVESTER & 0. Monumental Masons, Ghristchurch
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