Taurspay, ApriL 1, 1915.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

On the Land

GENERAL.

In round figures the United Kingdom takes beef
and mutton to the value of thirty millicns sterling ; but
60 per cent. of the mutton, becf, and lamb consumed
is still produced in the British Isles, and in 1914 the
farmers in the United Kingdom supplied 1,100,000 tons
of meat out of the 1,800,000 tons consumed.

As a splendid grazing district, Pahistua has eome
into considerable prominence this scason. It is esti-
mated that about 7000 sheep and 400 hLead of caltle
have been taken to the district by rail from ile drought-
stricken aveas of Hawke's Bay lately {says the fwdiivina
Herald). . ]

‘ The law with regard to noxious weeds is a faree,”
said the chaivwan of the Stratord Cownty Coundil at
the monthly meeting, *Ho long as a settler culs a
quantity—be it ever so smali-—ol weeds he is safe from
prosecution. There should also be passed legislation
compelling a setiler to burn all weeds out. 1t is o use
allowing weeds to remair un top of the =oil when cut -
they may just as well be lert standine

As comparing the prices of weat |7 years ago with
the present prices, the followine exiracts fram an ol

account bill of Muessrs, Stanners Dros. old Iledeon
butchers, will be interesting: - 181 o0 beef Js 6d,
14ib of mution Thdo 41 o wmsaces 1= Gd, hid-
quarier of Lo G, B vaanp steass a0 14 will he

noticed (says the drgus) that presont priees are nearly
treble the above prices, while waces, acoordine to an
old Eltham resident, lave noi risen anvthing like o
portionately.

At Addincto Tast woek there were besderate cntries
of fat stock, lnn there
of store sheep. Tl attendanas was
were somewhut cosicr, there bein 1.
on account i 1he wanl of space
about previous week's rates, Fad
a moderale sntry,

Wits suall o Very henyy varding
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of prime leavy lambs from the Wesi Coost, which
attracted consulerabic attention, The puadine of 1he
rewainder of the vardine was crhy medderuate, [HES
Jambs, 182 (0 22 Ld: otlers, 183< (o 17« i, Fad

Cattle.— Fxtra cooel steers, 1o YET (s
£7 105 to

crditary steers,
A0 extra fiellvr to CHE: onlinary il
LD Dy to LR extra cows, 1o UG
17s 6d 10 L= Tars, T rive o bwaod BN
Fat Sheep.—-DPvime wether<, 20 £ 1 20: 7
163 6d to 2ls: yrime vwes, 205 o U0 il
Bd to 195 6 othors, e Gd i 15 nwerine weibiers,
s to Ifs Sd. Pigsoo There was g luree
Fats, and prices conoratly were ensior, 2
10s to £33 10x: baconers, £2 T« Gd 1o U1 tennal 1o O
1o 51d per Iby: porkers, 1 s 8 1o 11 |8 fequal to
:11({ to -_:Jj';(l per 1By A =adler varding ol atore IR
meb with o hetler sale,
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Theve were wedivm vivdines ai Duenside Tasl week,
and prices Tor ull cood sorts were {r al lafe rates,
Fat Cattle One hundred and G head caone forwnwd,
the varding consisting of mediom to cood steers and
heifers.  This numiber was abond coual o the require-
ments of the irade, and competition was frm at pre-
vious week's raics. Quotation=: Prime bullocks, U117
1Zs 6d: good bullocks, £14 1o L15 15<: wmedinm bul-
locks, £11 105 to £13; Light and unbnished, £3 g (o
A£10 1051 prime Leifers, E10 16 £12 17¢ 6
heifers, £8 to 9 10« Fat =heen. A Tuir varding of
2RT77 was penncd. Prime wethers were in shorl supply,
the greater proportion of the yardiing being ewes, of
which & falr nainber were oxtra heayy For wethers
there was a keen demand, while all medinnm ewes were
well competed for hy exporters, Quntations: xirva
prime wethers to 34s: prime <do., 205 to 284 prime 1o
good da., 235 to 24s: light do., Tront 175 {0 205 exira
prime ewes, to 29s 9d: prime do., 24s to 2051 prime to
good do., 21s to 23s 6d: medinm do., 17s 6d fo 10e.
Fat Lambs.—A medium varding of 1116 came forward.

oo

The bulk of the yarding was only medium quality,
but there were some pens of exceptionally heavy lambs.
Prices for all freezing qualities were firm, at previous
week’s rates, but unfinished sorts were hard to dispose
of. One small line of four lambs realised the high
price of 36s 9d. Quotations: Prime lainbs, £1 to £1
ds; good, 17s to 19s; light and unfinished, from 12s 64
tc 16s.  There was an entry of 56 fat pigs for which
pricgs were or a par with previous week’s rates,
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THE OBJECT OF APPLYING FERTILISERS.

Wilien a farmer applies a fertiliser to the soil, what
does e do it for? e ig simply supplying so many
pounds of food to his plants, just as he gives rations
of fodder to his live stuck.

The crop, as it grows, consumes or assimilates,
hestdes other substances, a certaln quantity of nitrogen,
phosphate of lime, and potash, and when we put on
the soil deessings of nitrate of soda, superphosphate,
katutt, or other fertilisers o are providing the crop
witlt a stock of food for the neriod of its growth.,

Thus a dressing of tlewt nitrate of soda to the
acre Furnishes 200 of nitrogen, eyuivalent to abent 24lb
al anunonta: dewt of superphesphate farnishes 871h of
seluble phosphate of line; Zewt of kainit furnishes 2915
of putash,

_—
BONE MANURES.

Bone meal and crushed bones may be classed among
the oldest forms of manure; they are mentioned in the
acricultural lteratme of the past wentury, and always
recamnmended Jor their exeellent effect. on grass lands
el pastures (savs Fopm, Foedd ) /v',',w.\»ir;‘r)_

L this countey their value seems to huve been
wipeeially apprecinted. beeatise we imported large quan-
Fities Trom the Continent, thns depriving Continental
larimers of valuable tiaterial, and to such an extent did
Ll oecur that cerienlinrl experts on fthe (ontinent
rlEed o protest aeainst sigeh shipments, and accused us,
otmneaee gl very polite, of being grablers and of
iBetinge tnjory to their comntry, although their people
appeitred elad to get cnod Eaplish gold in exchange for
The =linnients, )

Times have chansed sinee {hot pevind, and now
Eoodisie il Contiuendsl farners compele Jor supplies

Sf Dote naterial Drom Souil America aind other parts of

P world,

Moreover, fhe use ul hane materin]l has been ren-
tered tnore coomaieal by the treatinent of bones with
acid, Fow farmers noaw (link of applving raw bone
mieaf, us they hhow thit betfer roanlis eun be oblained
he applications of vood hone wanitees,

From thetr fivst indroduetion =olved hones have
retained a hivh vepuiation, beeanse from the results
clifadied frone their use farmers have recognised that
aowell-made e manure is one of {he best forms in
which money van e expended with g fair prospect of a
rermnnerative refriri,

The advantave of

a hone manire over a purely
inineral

nanuve, suel as superphosplate, consists in ils
arpante character.

T pure dissolved bones or vitriolised hones—i.e.,
Banes and aeid oulv- the oreanic natuve of 4he manure
i overy distinel, ax in addiltion (o the porcentage of
phosphiate rendered soluble in water they contain an
ahnimst erual pereentage softeued by the acid, but of
which the hone struetnre has not heen completely broken
nup. s well as abeut 3 per cent. of ammonia, all from
the hones, so that the tncornoration of the manure in
the soil aesdsts and eneouraces bacterial life, besides
“ipplying  plart neurishment.  Wollmade  dissolved
Bores and hone eommounds ¢an be depended upon to
produce good resulls in paslures, neadows, turnips, and
swedes. and can be emploved with advantage on barley,
Thev ave not too stimulating, and yel nourish the orop,
producing a fine sample.

Ye men that go shooting, if you require a Gun
that will shoot straight and some ammunition that will
kill, consult Smith and Laing’s stock, Invercargill,

‘Pattillo’
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