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might have guessed the importance of this stronghold
from the size of the garrison which was employed to
hold it, and from the tremendous efforts which both
Austria and Germany have made to relieve the jnsistent
Russian pressure of the past six months. Some short
time ago we read of a series of terrific German drives on
Warsaw, and undoubtedly one of the majn objects of
these onslaughts was to relieve the situation in the Cra-
cow region.  Hindenburg, we were told, throwing the
ordinary maxims of military science to the winds, was
sending wave after wave of massed formation upon the
Polish capital; and the fighting before Warsaw, it was
said, was probably the bioodiest in the whole of this
bloody war.  That means, in effect, that it was the
bloodiest fighting in all history, The measure of the
sacrifices made by the Austro-German forces to relieve
Przemysl is the measure of the greatness of the Russian
victory.
%

Cowardice and inellicicney are never pleasant lo
centemplate whsther in friend or fue, and it will be
satisfactory to all parties to read that Przemys! iell
honorably, the garvison surrendering only under the
direst stress of famine and exhaustion. The trath is
that the reports which have appeared in our New Zea-
land papers have from the first consistently failed to do
justice to the work accomplishicd by the Austrian forces.
The impression las been almost uniformly conveyved
that the Austrians were worthless and inefficient
fighters, and that in spite of their numbers and train-
ing they were practically an almost altegether neglicible
quantity. From the fuller information appearing
in American papers it would appear thai the reverses
which they sustaived in tle carlier stages of the war
were due almost wholly to the fact that they were left to
face the Russians single-handed, and wers hopeless]y
out-numbered. The Kaiser, in point of fact, in detav-
ing to send any assistance to his ally, plaved right into
the hands of the Czar, whose policy 1t was o deliver
first a crushing blow o Nustria, and Lhen (o devete Lis
undivided atteution to the Germans. At a later staue
the Austrians scored somme very notable successes acainsl
Russia. At the end of September the Czn's troons
were i the inunedicte vicinity of Cracosw . and bl
made an ot aninterrupted mlvanee, caplurig TIRTET
after place, wid <w111‘lﬂt‘|:l]_‘.‘ the dave when
they woulld Craeew . Breslan, ond
Budapest. By the end of Octaber they iad Leen
driven richt bhack to the river =an. ta a point at feast

couting

take posseasion of

elghty miles east of 1l point that had marked heir
furthest advance: and the inde 0 batle hiad  turned
completelv 1 favor of the Avstrinngs. Yet hittle or
nothing of this appeared divectly in our eables, Thee

impreszsion which has boen erented in Snelish-speaking
circles that Austeia s proved an wosabisinctoey ally
te Germany has boon envhatically contradicted by the
German papers. Ul the Wadalsehe Ualbsceitnng lias
spoken in enthusinstic terns af the valor of the Austro-
Hungarvian troops and the watful generalship of the
leaders.  Writing at the becinnine of October,  just
after the Austrian retreal movemont, the [Dososed
Vallszeiting said: » The Ausirians hitherte have foughi
with extraovdinavy valor,  The fact that fhev were
forced to retyean Liefore the enarmious Russian forces s
not astemishine, But Austria will fuod wavs and menns
to balance the incquaslity in numbers.  We have the
fullest confidence in aur heroie emmrades 1n arms.” 14
is ouly fair o the Austyians to mention these things,
and fair alse to the Russians, as showing {hat ihe un-
doubted wvictories wained by the latter have been won
over ne mean and despicable foe.

A Very Human Pocumeat

In view of the practical suppression of the pro-
fessional war ecorvespendent, the public has heen cion-
strained to look wmore and nware to the soldiers and
officers themselves not alone for an account of actnal
military overations but even mors for some description
of the conditions under which the marching and fight-
ing are carried out, So far we have been exceedingly
well served in this matter ; and the letters of the Tommy

Atkins of all nations have thrown a flood of ]iéht on
the work and life of the men in the trenches. Hitherto,
however, the bulk of the letters published in the Eng-
lish press have been concerned exclusively with the
western arca of the conflict, and we have heard literally
nothing from the fighting men of the state of things
prevailbing in the castern theatre. A special imterest
therefore, attaches to the publication ¢f a rema.rka,b]yi
human document in the shape of the diary of Lieut,
Albert. Reinhardt, who was shot by a Russian patrol
near Skierniewice in western Russia, on September 29.
This Heutenant went originally with the German troops
mtv Belgium; but later he was withdrawn with those
troops who were hurried to the Polish frontier, where
the Russians were attempting iuvasion of Germany.
The diary furnishes a vivid picture; and frem the
carnestness with whicl the writer longs to get back to
France or Belgiom it would seery ihal conditions on
the cusiern front are degrees worse than the worst
that the west can show,  Phe clironicle begins with his
arvival at the Russian frontier, and ends three weeks
later. on the day before he was iclled,

“Hept. G- At Lanedshery o railway destroyed, tele-
Phone plants demolished, hauses burned met my eyes,
At Eyslan, where the Russians remained cight days, the

country people point to their empty barns—the animals

of the farin yard all sone. as the signs of the Russian
accupancy,
o ‘S(’.l-ﬂ', 9. The Gernan sviators have given fine
mrtormation eopcerning the positions of the Russian
hatiorips, The Russans mretended el in antjggpa,tc
hey cancentraterd
A dael of artillery continued till
We did not sueeesd in veducing the Russian
hittories (o silenee, Nine of sur men were kiiled and
cleven wonded., The michis nre already terribly cold.
Powarmed myveell sl the camp five hefore llnr_l‘\'ing myself
eneath the straw for twa oo trvinge {o I'_:(;L warm,
Crepls S The roads sre woerible here in Russi.
Wihen we were forced to deviste from the highway it
was inposaihle to think of voiny frrward, Thank God

weo have o We know nothing of the
| :

an attack cn Ale anferior wine, bot {
their foree 1here.,
eveninge.

Hitle ehuwalale,

ooy, Ve southern division ixoa handred kilometres
RTINS The spevior ot - sav it we will oceupy
Polanel vothing mmore Novsne van macine the comn-
dienis tnow il theey Tive Tiere anen anel beasts. T
e el Lhere dre Tourteen of s, The sheets on the

bl ook as thonel ey had not been changed for years.
Tl bovses Tothe villages ave adl alike, covered with
The peonle have nothing
driven away, Lhe horses
Thev sleen on straw,

Arnd =0l we hove not vet seen the
Ooly o eavalvy patrol appeared forty kile-
metres away.  To-morrsw we cucounter the Austrian
Laadstirm. Tt is horeibly hywid and oppressive.  We
have recoivéd the newspapers but they tell us nething
new. I pazs the entive tine reading future policies.
T have for nourishment an eog, abominahble butter and
abominabic hiread. The only thing which we may be
permitted to hope is that we wili not have to go far
mto thns wreetched conntry. God forbid that we fall
into the hands of tliese people ; we should be lost. The
natives are courteons.  As an example, one woman of
whom we demanded haspitality replied, **Wait till the
Cossacks come.”” T wcems that we are 1o go to Hol-
Land. The soldicrs have found a littlo beer.  Bless-
ings on the country where beer abounds. T Lelieve that
when we depart from here we will make a hundred
centimetres a day throngh foree of pure joy.

¢ Bept. 27.-~The Eleventh, Seventeenth Artillery
held the advance position,
we advance is apparently the best in Poland. We have
stopped in a magunificent castle bclnnging to a Polish
count. and have slent well here.

‘ Bept. 27.--The Eleventh, Seventeenth and Twen-
ticth Corps of the Guards follow their enlumns, while
the army with the left wing advances to Warsaw.

‘ Sei)t-. 29.--We are making our way toward a little
fortress, When we have that position the *‘‘Land-
sturm 7 will occupy Peland, and we will return to Bel-

then avd with dry s

T eat. The cais Deove Dheen

Bave disappeared.
CRept. 22

LON AN A

The highway upon which




