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loving their country though it expelled them, rallied
to the flag in the hour of peril. There are
flwenty thousand priests in the French Army to-
ay.

‘A young priest who says his prayers before lying
down on his straw mattress or in the mud of his trench
puts a check upon blasphemy and his fellows—anti-
clericals perhaps in the old days, or frank materialists—
watch him curiously, and are thoughtful after their
watchfulness. Tt is casy Lo see that he is eager to give
up hig life as a sacrifice to the God .of hLis faith., His
courage has something sapernatural in it, and he is
careless of death. Then, again, he is the best comrade
in the company. Never a grumble comes from his
lips, though he is as cold and wet and hungry as the
others. He does a thousaud lit{le acts of service to his
fellow soldiers, and especially to 1lwse who are most
sullen, most brutal, or most miseralle, e speaks
sometimes of the next life with a clheerful cortainty
which makes deathr secin less of an end of things, and
he is upborue with a strange fervor which cives a kind
of glory to the most wretehed (oil. .

‘ The character of these men s filled with the spivit
of Christian faith, though the war in which they sacri-
fice their lives 1s an cutrage against Christianity itsel,
The riddle of 1t all hewilders one's sonl, amd one ean
only go groping in the dark despaiv, ulad of the little
light which comes to the trench or the hattlefieTd be-
cause men like these =10l promize somethine betier than
hatred and blood, and ook bevoud the cates of death,
io peace.’

Lawrence

Sundax, Mareh 21, iu wecordanee with ihe deerce
of his IHolines: 1’~'§‘-¢‘ Bomvdiot NV, wps obsorved as o
day of explation. =

wloitercession fur peace in &t Dai-
rick’s Church, lewrenee. There was Exposiilon of
the Blessed =acvarcent rrom Mass until the evenine
devotions, and e pravers preescribed by his leliness
were offered.

T addition o the sum of L5608 T, subseribed by the
congregation of =t. Patrick’s Chureh, Lawrence, for
the Belgian reliel fund, o sum of £ 11: was collceted
ab Wailtahuna, awd Do ds at Ko,

Shannon

A very snevesstnd conceri was lwld (ravs ihe Ineal
papery n The Gitandiz Mall on =0 Pasreicics Night.
There was o large attendance. who appreciated the
splendid progranmme presenied, whiclh was opened by
Mrs. Butler's orehestra with an overtuve entivled - The
anthem of the Allies.” T the seeond part of 1the pro-
gramwe they plaved = lLirin's wreath, Mreo T
Trainer saug * O Donnell Aboe.” Mixs Kilshy, a very
talented singer, =anr ~ The lust vose of swnnwer’ and
It 1s mwmorn,” en bhoth ovcazions beine eneored. Master
Reggie Merwood save a violin =ulo, Miss Costello
sang Il bacio,”  Barney Ollea,” and - Leanore,” each
time being recalled.  Misses K. Dutler, ML Cavran, I,
Pickett, and M. Dilderbeck gave the Spanizh danee.
Mr. Rogers sane *The minstrel bov’ and ¢ Mother
Machree,” both iterms Leinge cncored. Miss Flyvnn sang
‘Magtime,” and Miss Mavis Terry sang “The flower
girl Tin a very pleasing manner, Mr. Powelt was
especially good in - The blue dragoons.” Meo Alex, Me-
Donald gave a well-exeeuted banjo solo. Miss Olive
Taurvig was lieard to perfection i * My own land,’” for
which she was eucoved. Mr. Juames Curran, an es-
pecial favorite, sang ' The bovs from Gounty Clare,’
and later dapced an 1lreish jig with Misses Molly
Curran and Eileen Butler.  Mark Hlall sang < Little
grey home in the west,” and for a well-descrved on-
core  If we should mcet. Mr. Young sang ‘ Father
O’Flynn’ and * My Iifo for thee.” Little Miss Knyvett
sang * Bwinging,” and for an encore Jungle_e town.'_ Mr
Yates sang two Scotch comic songs, to which he intro-
duced some of his vsual good humor.  Mrs. Tall gave

the ‘ Irish washerwoman dance,” and Eileen and Freda
Butler and Molly Curran danced a Highland fling.

_—— .
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(From our own correspondent.)
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The church collection in aid of the distressed Bel-
gians realised £65, which is congidered very satisfac-
tory.

In aceordance with the decree of his Holiness
the Pope in connection with the prayers for peace,.
there was Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, last
Sunday from the eleven o'clock Mass until after the
evening devotions.  During the afternoon large num-
Lers paid visits to the church,

Mr., John MceNamara, one of the secrefaries of
the local branch of the Catholic Pederation, who has
just returned from a holiday visit to Christchurel,
speaks in appreciative terms of the kindnesses extended
te him by Fedevation members in the cathedral city.

Devotions  during  Moly  Week in St Mary's
Basilica will be as follow:—Thursday morning, High
Mass at 6.30 o'clock ; Friday morning, Mass of the
Presanctified =t 9 o’clock: Saturday morning, Mass
at & o'clock. On the evenings of the davs mentioned
the Oftice of Teuebrae will be sung., Tlhe Very Rev,
Father U Dommell, of Gore, will preach on Wednesday
evendng, Very Rev. Father Lynch, of Wrey's Bush,
en Thursday evening, and the Rev. Father Murphy,
of Riverton, on Fridav morniag,

The members of the local branch of the Hibernian
Society, together with ths boys of the juvenile branch,
approached the Tloly Table in o bedy on last Sunday
wielk,  There was a splendid muster, and the Hiber-
nians in their regalia made an lmpressive spectacle.
The Very Rev. Dean Burke congratulated the society
cae their splendid manifestation of faith, and referred
to the peeessity of, and the pood work performed by,
such societies in the various parishes. " At the same
Mizs the Children of Mary also veceived ITely Com-
viinion, and the Dean’s’ remarks veferred to both
creanisalions.

On st. Patriek’s Night an Irish national concert
was lield i the Municipal Theatre, when thers was
a very satisfuetory aitendance.  The first part of the
programme oonststed of o lecture on the * Buropean
Situation ” by the Very Rev. Dean Burke, V.F. This
iter proved highly  Dnteresting and instructive, and
wis Ustened 1o with rapt wteention {hiwvougheut, the
remarks of the Dean being loudly awpplauded at the
conelusion., The secoud part was devoted to iustru-
mental and vocal items, afl of whicl were well re-
coived, My Joh Shepherd was chairman of the com-
mittee, and the sceretarial work was capably carried
oul by Mr. N. Grace. These two gentlemen, and the
comnitiee associated with them, are to be congrata-
lited on the success of the entertainment, the proceeds
of which will ba deveied to the requirements of the
Marist Brothers' School.

Gomg away at Easter? Yes. Then don't forget
che thing, Cheelt your bageave threough the N.Z.
Exeruss Co., Lap.. whea you travel. Saves yvou bother
from start to finish.  Tell the Company when you are
voing and they will collect baveage, check it on, receive
and deliver immediately it arvives....

PILES

Can be instantly relieved and guickly cured by the use
of BAXTER’'S PILE OQOINTMENT. This excellent
remedy hae been a boon to hundreds of sufferers sll
over New Zealand. Sent post free on receipt of 2/6
in stamps, or postal notes, by—

WALTER BAXTER : CHEMIST, TIMARU.



