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As she stood nowin the midst of the busy throng
of early fall shoppers, secking her best to please one
customer and answer the questions and stem the im-
patience of half a dozen waiting ones at the same tiiue,
the utter hardness and thanklessness of bher lot came
over her with such supreme force as it had never done

. before.  What were they all rushing and fussing about,
these happy, well-dressed, inconsiderate folk, with

thoughts of nothing else but preparing for Christimas’

gifts and Christmas greetings in their minds! Nobuody
ever gave her a gift, no one ever sent her a card save
dear Father Donegan, whose Christinas pictuves or
tiny cardboard Cliristimas crib were valued heyvond all
her small earthly possessions by thie loncly girl,

She had, it is true, the dioupest, fwintesl remem-
brance of a time when it was ot so, n time when the
holiday had been a seuson of joy and gilt receiving
for her as well as other children, wheu beautifully
dressed colls and the most expensive of toys aud |)r(:—
sents had cowe to Tier ay her naturai cicht. That was
in the days before kind, goad Granny Leary had gone
to heaven, leaving her lenelv liliude ('h;ll'}_ri\ 1o hattle
the world as besl she might qinder the Widow D7 Avey s
roof in the back streel of the creat, noisy, bust iz (“il}-
to which they liad come but ~ueh a short thime before.

With dim but fracrant memories of the ereen and
lovely country still lincering in her mind like t1he pey
fume of some swoet, old-fushitone] fower, Wity Tron
the first had nover been content with life in the ety
They necd never lave come there, dndeed, had ot dear
Granny Leary been stricken with o wiieh
as soon as 1t was discovered necessttated aovizil (o ooty
spectalist and subsequentls to a city Tuspital, And
that Granny Leary over Teared serions vesnlts From Loy
illness could not have heen iik{'l:\" el =he wonld not
have left Titty 1o the temporary cliree of an alinos
total stvanger like Mrs. D Avev, her landlade, withont
giving further directions as to what shauld Fe done with
the cluld 1o cnse arvtiine hapoencd o hersclf,

As it waz, =he had Lo undereo an operation in the
hospital, from which she never cmereed alive, and peer
Witty was left lonclv apparenthy withont o living fviend

ortons phness,

ov relation in the warld, Otler peoples s M, 1V Arvex
often took care to tmpress on the ehild, would have st
hier to the workbhouse at e, bl she el <howed Ler-
gelf pore Ciivistinn!s clioadde ol o, ety n

widow, lonelv, and childless, she was, as a0 matier of

fact, glad envush to have the cosepany and Lelp o the
forlorn ittle crentinre, whoo as the monlhs and vears
passeecl o, spaved o paias to ke Bereelt of oal st

ance to her beneloetyeas,

OF fate vears, however, Mrao DA vey hadd crown old
TNt
Ebave Lad Tor the wirly showed Tiersell overy day more il
tempered aid cantankervows and hard o oot on
Perbaps 1t was the mans sleopios nichts <he s caneed
the cirl Tately be her nonkind seoldines oed arrocaee
that left her fech andd
weik.

A very charming and sweet-fac
age who had seened o regard Kitiy's face willn o guite
extraordinary ook of Tuterest and kindiness, stood by
That sne

and feeble, and (whatever af real allection <he

witl.

oo = Hoebt headed vy and

b Tads of ndedle

examining a pair ol hamdsome majolica vases
theught of purchasing, But at that anotlwr
fess charming and deeidedly Fussv old Lady ploeked
quickly in thoughtless Gupaticrce ad Kty 's sleeve.

Turning arvonnd suddenly, the sivl anfortunalely
_swcpt one of (he Land=one m:l[lllil':t Vit s oo s |llll\‘l‘
on the coiunter. [t crazhed ani*H‘\' 1o the floer, hreak
ing ito a thousand fracments,

At once a silence seemed to fallin the place.  Toven
the customers were startled oul of their nolsv cagernesy
and self-complacency, gazing in cansternation from the
broken vase on {he floor to the ashen paller o Witty's
terrified face. The olher assistants olinee:l af
svmpathetically, but {heiv eves fell and thev went husily
ahbout their work again as Mr. Thinton bhimself shrode
hastily down the shop, a lonk af apoplectie rage lighting
up luridly his dark east of features.

Possibly he tried to kesp conirel of himsc’l as he
approached, for the sake of appearamecs and his olher

oot

her

customers, but there was a cold, steel-like glint of rage
and malice in his eyes as he looked at her that terrified
puor Kitty even more than one of his ordirary out-
bursts.

‘ Pick those pieces up!” he said sternly, pointing
to the floor and glaring at the girl, whose utter lnok of
guilt and misery proclaimed her aloud the offender.
" You will take a week’s notice now from me for your
carclessness and stupidity.’ '

* A weel’s notice I poor Kitty said to herself, with
a troubled and aching heart, as she fell on her knees,
awkwardly aud hurriedly gathering together the broken
fragments.  But after all, where was the need of sur-
A few weeks would take them on to the end
of the ycar, and it had been openly rumored in the place
of lale that the services of several assistants would be
dispensed with on the 1st of January.

"L am sorry,” she said pleadingly, ‘ but, of course,
I will pay for the vase.’

“You will, aud for two of them!” her employer
(hundered.  * What wse is the other vase now ihat its
follow 1s hroken ? They eould nol he sold except in
pairs, and 1 have weither the time ner inclination to
wake up Lor your stupidity and carelessness by looking
sut for another to veplace it

“Pardon e, siv]? auterrnpted  the swecet-faced,
Luautifully dressed woman whe bad been about to pur-
the vases., "But T omust gay 1 think that is
o=t weTabe o ths poor cirl. The breaking of the vase
voas oo mere accident, doe fo the nnavoidable fuss auwd
crian And eertainly she shonbd not be expeeted o
pav for two of thein,” * '

SO, 1wl b oot Kitty  prolested, half-inco.
Berently, i her champlon's ear. © Don’t say ancther
word s it will only ake him far more augry and deter-
ael orid of el

"1 owill pav for those vases myself, both of them,’
the Tady said with sudden determination.

*That is really” too goad of vou, wadam,” said Mr.
Hhinton, surprised and stacggered for the momeul, vet
with a half-sarcastic tone. ' As vou nlease, but all tle
samie Misz Pelaney lfeaves here al the end of next weelk .’

The Ladv started visthlv, but whv Nitty was at an
HIREQY know.  ller defender was again scauning
vvery hine o lier Tace, this time as 11 were with a
borne look of hope.
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CVery owell,? s answered for Kitiy.

CAnd perhaps, as it s to be se, the yvonng lady
world trust berself toome now. T should hike to hefriend
Loers” Twining to the gil, she said tben. with an
cifinate deplh of tenderness and pleading e her volee:
S ovoun wul trust voursell o ome. dear, Ioawill be a good
Fricwnd to v, ana very lonely woman and sorely in
to make ny for the dear chuld T
and 1 feel that vou would exactly fulfil mv every
requireincnt. LE you come to me, child, T think T ¢an
sifcly promise your a happier Christimas than vou are
Eloly o friave here - -with a glance of some scorn at
e now cliseomited proprietor of the plave. Though

1!('1‘\] IDE doconmpaninan

frisi,

vl cooueh to ret rid of some ol s assstants o a
sense, he wonld mneh rather have kept Kitfy il 1he

of the Chirlstmas week was over.,

S0 she goes now she goes withonl any salary,’ lre
snarled, *and she needn™t look for any recommendation,
either.”

“Never mind, " the lady said quietly. ° T think we
can gel over that, Amd now, iy dear, 1§ vou will get
Tat and eoatl and come with mwe, ihere iz much
that ¥ should hike 1o hear f1om von ahout youwrself.”

Theve was no gainsaying the kindness and genuine-
ness ol her persuasion, and in another few moments
after (he lady had paid for the vases Kitty, preatly
exeited and bewildered, was sitting beside her benefac-
tress in the deplhs of a lusurious carriage.  No soober
Lad thev st down then the lady turned to her with
a strancely tramulous and asilated air.

“Thank God, we are alont at last!” she said fer-
vently. * Tell me, child, what is vour other name be-
sides Delaney. T want so badly to know !’

‘My name is Kitty.” the girl answered obediently,
‘1 had a seeomd name, I know, by the initials on some
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