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Current Topics

A Purely Newspaper ¢ Sensation’

Under the heading, *A Nuu Divorced,” and the
sub-heading, * Strange Case in Melbourne,” many New
Zealand papers have published a sensational and grossly
incorrect account of the facts in a recent divorce or
rather marriage nullity suit lieard at Melbourne,  The
account opens with the statement that A Roman
Catholic nun was respoundent in a divoree suit before
Mr. Justice Hodges, in the Divoree Court at Mcelbourne
on the 12th February’  That statement is absolutely
false. Before proceeding to give the facts ou that
particular point we may meniion that the lady in
question was al the time of the marriage a non-Cath-
olic ; that the partics never lived together, bul separated
the day after the wedding o thar even in the slatements
made in the petitioner’s claim there wos not the
faintest imputation of any sort of Tupropriety against
the vespondent ; aud that there was nothing disclosed
derogatory to hwr chavacter excent her unzpeakably
foolish blunder in the tivst place 1u nareving any man

in a soirit of havade!

For the rest. 10 anly vemaine L be osnid that the
lady was vot and = wot o nmnc and the petitioner was
entirvely in crror in sn deseribing her. In none of the
Tetters pul i evidence dd she suw that she was a
nun, or that ~he had anvy wizh (o becrme ane, Sl
nierely  stated  what was 1l

stinnle trath that she
had «ven up lier Enhilimx Al the Garls” Fhich =chool,
Rale, and hidl come to Loretto Albey, Ballarat, © to
teach  German  and ’
account of the case lused oo the ervoncons statement
of the petitioner  which appeared e the Melbourue
and New Zealund press evuolenidy founed e oway alse
into the Quecnslund papers, and Avehlnshap Dobig set
himself to investicate the faefs, wihiel e Tourd to be
substantially as we fave stated then, In an ler-
view with o venrezentative of the Cefliolie
Brishane, hiz Grace =tated that he had bheen sweprised
to read the report veferred to, and that he had nnne-
diately set (o work oo wei fivad hand udormatin aboul
the ruatter Conetinuinz, D Dol said s 0 As T osar
mised, the tady in C]ll(‘.‘-fillﬂ 1= not o ]:1‘()1‘(‘5‘\‘1-(1 tit, nor
was she ever such. The mistake of calliong her a nun
yose, no doubt, threuch (he fact ihat =he was o teacher
in a Catholic seenpdary scheol with il Sisters of the
Ocder of Lovetts, who have convents in Svdney, Ael
bourne, and Baliarat. The Ludy mav have wished 1o
become a nun, but i o she never ol past the postu-
Tant or petitioning stave to besoo 1t s well known by
Catholics that. no ane 1= neofossel 2 nun without being
first personailv examined as Lo gqualieations by the
])iShl)]‘) of e diceese or s I‘L*!n\'-st'nf':lii\'l‘. I s
certain thato in this case the Jady wonkd not have heen
admitied 1o membership in any sasterhood, and 1t s
probable thal the Sisters with whom she taneht knew
littTe or notlines alemt ber private aflair=" Homay he
addded that the petitioners olom w For a divoree on
the ;:I'mlmi of ([-t“«‘t'r'linll ar For oo deelarairon that the
marriage was nuil and void oo the grousd of uon-
consutnmation,

miaihenatios,” The  sensational

efvaete,

Plain Speaking from Sir Edward Grey

Nothing coald have been more tactinl, and at the
same Hme more plain-spoken and  direct, than =ir
Edward Grey's handling of the situation arising ont ol
that remarkable logislative achicvenwent of  President
Wilson’s, the Ships Purehase Bill. The object of this
measure, as is well known, was nothing more nor less
than to enable the German shins interned in Awerican
ports te transfer to an American regislry and calmly
take the scas again under the Stars and Stripes. thus
completely depriving Britain of the legitimate advan-
tage gained by her superiority ab sea. Tt was not Lo he
expected for a moment that the Allies would tamely
pubmit to sueh a flagrant piece of political hanky-

Government.

panky; and an intimation was despatched to Washing-
ton that the United States would become involved in
a scrious conbroversy with Great Britain, France, and
Russia If it purchased and operated interned German
and Austrian vessels, as proposed under the then pend-
ing Bill. A written statement to this effect was seut to
Sccretary of Btate Bryan, and is summarised in
American papers now to hand,  Great Britain, as the
nation with which the United States has had occasion
most frequently to discuss maritime questions during
the war, took the lead in conveying to the United
States a clear warning as to the view whieh the Allies
wonld take of the contemplated action under the pend-
img legislation.  Siv Edward Grey informed Seerctary
Bryan that the British Govermment would net look
with complaisance on the purchase of the interned ships
by the American Government. 1In the DBritish com-
munication on the subject Sir Edward indicated that
i mere commerclal Lransaction, such as was involved in
the Dacia case, was not te be confused with the larger
sue of a general release of Uerman anl Austrian
vessels through their purehase by a Jdovernment. Me
went much further and suggested that the nchase of
ships wonld be intimately related 1o the nuestion of
nentrality. e asserted  the British view that if
neutral Power intervened in the eourse of o war with
the result of relieving one of the belligerents fiom the
consequences of the military action of the other hel-
ltgerent. such intervention 1 effect would be of anp
urrnentral eharacter,
%

The British communication did nol mention 1he
United States Goverment or the pending shin pur-
ehase Dl speetfically, bul its parpose and application
vere elear.  The NBrtish Government was prepared to
hold Ahat the United States would eominiy an un-
neatrad act if i turned out on the seas under the Ameri-
cvan flar the German and Aunstrian vessels then penned
i Anerican ports as the result of British superiority on
the water. Purchase and operation of these ships in
the view of the British Goverument, would be an act
afiscttine an advantage which ihe British had won in
the war and wonld be resented as such by his Majesty’s
This view was endorsed by the French
Governmeni.  Fraunce had not had oceasion to discuss
the dssne with the United States, but early in the war
il tonk action quite as unmistakahle in its meaning as
that of Great Brilain, Ambassador Jusserand notified

Secvetary Dryvan that the Admirally rules  adopted
by the  IFreneh Government lwo  years  ago
wonkl  Dbe  enforced during the  war. These

rules mstructed Frenelh commanders Lo selze as cuemy
vessels any ships which had been transferred to neuntral
reristey alter the beginning of hostilities.  This notice
by (he Frenelt Clovernment has never been medified,
and these rules are in foree to-day, thus insuring the
setzure of the firsl interned vessel satling under the
proposed plan which encountered a Freach evuiser, and
thus absolutely justifying the capiure of the Dacia as
Lowhul prize.  {hough the Russian Government is not
o position fo act on the seas Lo any considerable
extent at present it was made known that 16 was in
enfire accord with the position of the British and the
French, ad that all three Governments did not intend
o losk quietly on while action of the United Btates
Government relieved 1he evemy of one of the nmisfor-
tunes of the war. Allogether, it was made perfecily
¢lear 1hat there would be sevious trouble 1f the Slurs and
Slripes were hoisted over interned German ships: and
wunder the cireumstances it 1s easy tn undersiand why
President Wilson's pel mensure was quietly and un-
pslentatiously dropped.

German Women and the War

1t has ofien been said, as an argumenl agaiust
granting women Lhe franchise, that’they wonld be wc.a.k
and 1imid and would vote for a peace-at-any-price
poliey in time of war. The indicalions, so far, in the
present war hardly confirm that anticipation. In
France, in England, and, as we know, in our ewn over.




