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The old soldier was silent for several moments, and
under the influence of secarce-contained emotion, his
eyelids trembled, his thin cheeks contracted, and with
his right hand he thrice nervously stroked his white
imperial.

‘80, you see, my young friends,” said he at length, )

‘ animals are sometimes even better than ourselves.’

Then in a stifled tone he resumed:

‘ Poor Toto! Three mounths later, he, in his turn,
fell into an ambush of the insurgents, and no one
arrived in time to save him.

“On that day the eutire garrison went info mourn-
ing.  As to myself, T wept bitterly for the loss of my
preserver, and of my best friend.

CRBh obien!  messieuvrs,” ' concluded  Colonel
Laraux, ‘here anm I, now nearly seventy-five vears of
age; many a battle have T scen, and many deeds of
valor and devotion have T witnessed ;s but never, during
my leng caveer, have 1 cxperienced for one of my
fellow-beings the gratitude that T have preserved, and
that I shall ever presevve, even to the day of wy death,
for my brave, my faithinl Toto. —Translated frowm the
French.

Ashburton

{From our own correspondent.)
March 2.
The Catholic Youne Mea's UlTub vesumed 1ts usual
weckly mectinus on Tuesday week,  The president (Mr.
JooAD Lennony presided over o zood  attendance of
marbers. Tlie mouthly reoort of  the coancl was
submitted to the memwberss il was adonted. The
greater purt of the eventor was devoted 1o o general dis-
cussion as to the best means of popudarizing the club.
The officers anticipate a suevessTul session this vear.
Cloze on 10 adulis aned chitden from the CUathe-
dral parish. Chrizichurel, jonrneved to Ashburton on
Saturday lazt by snecial G on the ceeasion of thely
annual outine.
ing, and the visitors thorctauly enjoved themselves.
Several of the Christebureh clerey avcompinied the exe-
cursionists,

The day was an ideat one [oe pienick-

Temuka

(Frem cur own correspondent.)
Aforeh 2.
T Rev, Father Adasiorth. SALL Tas taken un his
duties as succczsor ta Beve Father Tymons =M

AMr. R, Connell, of the Taeal distriet bivh schuool
stafl, has reecived word of having been sneeessful in
his  recent thoreby cetting bis MUAL
deusrec.

The usual Tortnichily neeting of the Baeal hreaneh
of the FLLAC. B Society was bield on Monday fast, the
president  (Bro. J. Seott) presiding, when a farge
amonnt of routine bisiness was transoacied, Rev,
Fathor Ainswortl, who waz present, was lheartily wel-
comed by the orestdent.

A cuchre partv i aid of the Treland candidate at
the fortheoming Queen of the Carnival fele was held on
Tucsday evening last in the lacal clubrooms. The
function was very well atfended, and the vrives were
wor by Mrs Walker, Miss N Bourke, and Messrs itz
gerald and Rennedy.

cxiunT Ao,

PILES
Can be instantly relieved and guickly cured by the use
of BAXTER’S PILE OINTMENT. This excellent
remedy has been a boon to hundreds of sufferers all
over New Zealand. Sent post free on receipt of 2/6
in stamps, or postal notes, by—
WALTER BAXTER CHEMIST, TIMART.

* STAND FAST IN THE FAITH® .

(A Weekly Instruction specially written for the N.Z.
TasrLer by GHIMEL.)

WHEN WAR IS LAWFUL.

If it is easy emough to see that war is'at times law-
ful, nay, a solemn duty, it is not so easy to give an
auswer to the practical question what kind of war is
lawful; in other words, what are the objects and ‘con-
ditions justifying strife between nations?

- One or two observations may tend to clearness of
view: —

(1)-There is a vast difference between the justice
of a war and its ultimate issue.  Truth prevails and
justice, but not aiways, some think seldom, in the
inunediato present. Tf God’s mills grind surely, yeb
they do so slowly. Tlence a nation unjustly assailed,
the Belgium nation for example in the present struggle,
is perfectly justified in resisting unto death and in
offcring more than a feint resistance. A nation has
rights, which, if it values its place in the eyes of men,
it will take cave to defend, even in presence of a
vastly superior oppenent. ‘It is sweet to die for one’s
country.’

(2) But what is right? Father Slater, in his
Manual of Moral Theology, gives this definition:  That
which is in justice due to me is my right. I have
a right to my life, to my good name, to my property;
and anyone who deprives me of these rights is guilty
of iunjustice.  Tn its strict sense, a right may be defined
a moral power of having, deing, or exacting something.
1t is said to be a moral power, to distinguish it from the
niere physical capacity of brute force, which confers no
richts of itself. 1t is a moral power, which may not
withoul injustice ke interfered with’ (1., p. 343).

(3) When two nations go to war, both cannot in the
sicht of God, Who cannot be deceived, be objectively
vight.  Justice lies on one side or the other,  But both
mav be in the best of good faith, and think that right
andl justice are on their side.  Here, of course, I am
wot referving to rulers and diplematists, for seme of
them ab least in every war must surely know their
eauso to be unjust ;1 have in mind rather the bulk of
the natinn who in these days are allowed to know little
of the Inuer workines, and whose patriotism readily
believes what their governments choose to tell them.

(1) Boldiers actually in wilitary service, or lable
{0 such service by the law of conseription are bound to
ehey the eall of the autherities and, if needs he, give
their life for their countyy. ¢ Greater love than this
no wan hath” T was asked lately by a staff officer,’
writes Cardinal Mercier in his now famous Pastoral,
“whether a soldier falling in a rightecus cause . . .
is not veritably a martyr.  Well, he is not a martyr
in the vigorous theological meaning of the word, inas-
nieeh as he dies in arms, whereas the martyr delivers
himself, nodefended and unarmed, into the hands of the
exerutioner, But if T am asked what I think of the
cternal salvation of a brave man who has consciously
wiven his life in defeuce of his country’s honor, and i
vindication of violated justice, I shall not hesitate to
reply that without any doubt whalever Christ crowns
s military valor, and that death, accepted in this
Christian spirit, assuves the safety of that man’s soul.
And the soldier who dies to save his brothers, and to
defend the hearths and altars of his country, reaches
this Lishest of all degrees of charity. e may not have
made a close analvsis of the value of his sacrifice: bub
must, we suppoese that God requires of the plain soldier

in the excitement of battle the methodical precision of

the moralist or the theslegian? Can we, whe reverc
is heroism, doubt that -his God welcomes him with
love @’

(5} War brings such tremendous ecvils in its train
that. it must be entered upon by a nation orly after all
other means have been tried and failed.
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