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ROME LETTER

(From our own correspondent.)
January 4.
THE DISCIPLINE OF A NATION.

We have often heard foreigners express themselves
in terms of disapprobation as to the want of order and
discipline among the lLtalian people. Bul the critics
fail to realise they are dealing with a people who are
artists by mnature and,  consequently, unor {he cold
machines of some  other countries.  The manuer
in which Italy has handled {he situation, ditficult and
delicate, in which the War of Nations placed her, en-
hances her reputation ten-fold for firmimess and clear-
headedness.  To get her into the wefee al any cost
seemed one of the great objects i life for Lali the
govermmuents in Burope.  But her leaders quictly took
the reins in theiv hand, and veplicd that war or peace
would be a maticr for thevmelves alone.  They would
look to the intevests of thelr own land, and the
cajolery of the belliverenls would lhave na influence on
Ttaly’s poliey. Aud thus we have secn wsplendid
example of the diseipline 6f 2 nation.

The Cathulics of Milan have had to vindieate their
good nane for patviotism avainst those who woeuld he-
smear jt.  When the hour comes i it ever cones, they
declare thaemsclves quite ready {0 vo inte batlle and

support at all sacrifives the interests of thielr country.
TiIIE FRENCIL PROTECTORATE IN THE RAST.

For ten days or o many have been asking the
question:  flave we seen the end these
French Protectorme in the st £ For many vears the
Pope and the sultan have trans=acted  therr afinies
through the rediunt of the Froneh Ambussador in Con-
stautinople, and this thonzh an Apestolic Delovate
residdes pernitnentiv oon the Bosphorus, And in virtue
of the proteciorate of Catholics of all nations o the
Sast many priviteses Tell o the Tot of Franes thronsh.
oul the Ovient
divected into other chunnets. Hax all vhis now ended
by the direet tran=action of brsiness hetween the =ulian
and  the  Apostolic Delewatef
andicnee  with  Maliomet V.
tion of the Froneh
point trn this. tHowever, 1 oieel inclined 1o way this
conelusion i= a little hil oo prematiee. Tn e presend
unsettled state of the world Ueoedich NV wond e
nothing that suizhe prejudice tie Thoby See i the eves of
France ov of auy other Power. We must never con-
found the penple of France with the ciigue that braueht
about the seravation of Uhureh wid Siate. =0 adive
to all this are Frewel Cathobies Uiat e f7eis sava:
CWhat above adl else s deplorable o thiz aftaiv s that
France, having vo reprecentative ot the Vetieun, can-
rot, in sueh crave cirenmzlances, freat with it on ihe
subject of events in Twrkey and oiner places, 14 1
for us a deplorable «iination Lo which cur Government
must take all the responsiinlite)

THE NAME OF MARY I[N TTATY.

To the Catholie it i pleasant to -ce that, natwith-
standing all the political upheavals and the injury done
by thoan to Catholicism in Halv, the favorite name
given to Talian female Infauts i< that horne by ihe
Blessed Virgin,  Hich and low, rich and peor, il is
all the same: each family wishey one of its daughters
to bear the name, Maria. And the Tact that the
daughter hern last week to Vietor Emmanuel 17T, and
Queen Ileclena, Las been given Mavia as the first of a
list of names, shows the Quirinal to be no exception
te all the great Mouses of Ttaly.  In the ilouse of
Savoy the name of Maria has been always popular.
A Maria of Savoy, born 12 1646, was consort of King
Charles VI, Kine of Portueal: another Maria of
Savoy, daughter of Vietor Amedeus TT., King of Pied-
mont, was born in 1685, One of the lTatest of the royal
houses to bear the name iy Queen Maria Pia, aunt of
the present King of [taly.

divs of e

which otherwize should  have been

Arclibistiop Doler's
withouar  tlie 1
e wenr il st Ao e,
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NOTES. .

By the death of Father Franeis Alessandroni, O.P.,
the International College of the Dominicans, Rome, has
lost one of its ablest professors.

Mgr. O'Riordan, Rector of the Irish College, re-
lurned to Rome last week from Treland, where he had
been sinee he accompanied Cardinal Logue homewards
after the election of Benedict XV. Mgr. O'Riordan's
health was not of the best during part of his long stay
iz Ireland.

Rev. P. K. Magenuis, O.C.C., sails from Ttaly for
the United States on the 24th inst., his term of office

as BDefinitor General of the Caleed Carmelites being
ferminated.

H.A.C.B. SOCIETY

{(Paper read by THstrict Deputy Bre. P.D. ITesking,
5. at the Annual District Meeting, Auckland.)

At the invitation of wur worthy and respected
District President (Bro. D, Flynn), | will endeavor
to place before the members some of my ideas for the
advancenent of the Hibernian Society,  The society
has now been established in New Zealand for about 45
years. It was founded vn the Victorian coustitution
and rules. 1t was an excellent constitution, and re-
fievted the greatest evedit on the framers.  Time goon
pisses and brings 1o s wake a uew order of things,
rendering it necessary to amend and jmprove our rules
alud vonstitution to meet the new conditions. I am
alvaid, however, that we in New Zealand have not yet:
inproved owr society to the extent that we should have
to aneet the changed conditivns of the times. You
will naturally ask me to state the grounds of my asser-
tivns, what proof have 1 that this has been neglected
i the past, awd, if there has been neglect, what steps
W b osuguest 1o pluce the sociely on a better basis. This
Lowilh endeaver to de.  The first proof is very easily
tortheoming when we leok at our present rule book.
Compate it with the rule beek of the early days. Have
ibere been many improvements effected Take any
niothe unendinents carried at the triennial movable
nuehings,ad note 10 anything of great importance
bas been added to the rules? ITas any Lnprovement
Been noade in the rules to make the society more at-
tractive Lo the (atholie population of New Zealand?
Ty knowledue very little has been done.  We have
spent too mueh energy and time in framing rules for the
division of funds in the event of secession, and in dis-
cwssing the burning question, * Whether it is in the
hest inievests of the soviety to change the headquarters
ftom Auckland to Wellington,” instead of trying to
disvuss business that would help to make our society
wure altractive.  The rule book itself js a production
which requires innediate revision. Tt is a most diffi-
cult watter to follow the rules, whilst the indexing is
Bad, A rules-revising committee should, in my opinioh,
be o sel up withont delay to go thoroughly into the
inatter, and bring oat a publication that will be a eredit
tr the society, and a boon to the officers and members.

Ancther most important matter which requires im-
mediate altention is the manner in which the working-
up of new branches is arranged. Practically no effort
s made by the society to form new branches; either
the people concerned or the priest in charge of the
parish have te take the initiative, Nothing appears to
he dono to advertise the socicty in those districts where
there ave un hvanches, or approach the priests in charge.
Treating the socioty as a business concern, we mush
push it, as it is a very unbusiness-like policy to expect
new memhers wheu no efferts are made to secure them.
We should appeal to the hierarchy, who are without
exception with the movement, to place before their
clergy thelr wishes to farther the society, and at the
same lime the executive should arrange for preliminary
meetings in those districts where there are no branches,
s2 that the advantages and benefits of the society might
be explained by some one deputed to do so. 1 am
quite confident if something like this were arranged, it

Wherever men are found in good fellowship—where
the braw Beofch tale is told, and the guid smoke rises
to the rafters, man there too wil! ye find BONNIE

. _Teat it vourself,

There’s a grand ‘auld reckie’ whiff about BONNIE
DOON TOBACCO—a homely, wholesome aroma which
tells of honesty and purity. Why not try it to-day}
Any tob j i i




