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‘A lHon! I exclaimed, ‘3 lion?

But instead of sharing my tervors, lo and behold,
my comrades all began to laugh and make fun of me.

“Eh bien! you idiot,” said the head cook, *has
the lion gobbled you up? No, of course, he hasn’t, so
pray do me the favor to go back and finish your bag
of potatoes, and the quicker the better.’

Then as T remained theve, nailed to the floor, ail-
ing to understand this indifference, he oried out:

‘Now just look at him, wil! vou; just look at Lhis
fine soldier who wants {o fight the Arvabs, and who is
afraid of a big animal!  Come now,’
‘ thou shalt see how fierce he s, thy lon.’

So saying, lie droew me to the door-sil], and showed
me the wild beast calmly seated on his havuches, in the
middle of the room.

‘Teoto,” said e, “come here, i s thoe fr vour
““patee.’’’

The aunimal arvese, and approselhed with a slow and
majestic gait: when he was near ws the chiof presented
me ceremoniously.

‘Maonsgieur Tote,” zaid e, “thiz 1= the
Laraux, a second-class conk. wha = o= anxions to
make vour acquaintance. From this day rorward be
will attend to your food, and if von are not satisfied
with your portions, he s the person wiom von will have
to deal with.’

he went on,

Grenadier

Toto, for =ole venly. cazed at e winth his cread
deep eves, and becan to sile s bave!s thai | oeonld
see hig double vow ol shady white fveh s and arter that,
beat his fornudable dlank with his ail, oz oo =ien or
approval: then, n commbianee with 1The el s om-
mand, as I toolk op the bowl it was pessrved S
him and becan to prepare i port o e seated b

sell beside mie, withoul corenveny, ol warelerl we ot
waorlk.
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had adopted hum. and he nanadly

Fone el v e Lne fis

hoen
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tived of waltiny e conse o oot B
and thi= was the reason that 1 hasd oo
by his visit that rorning,
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when we were both dveammine s e,

preat silent deseret, a1 oof the ol corner
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populous Parise where b ohind pessod thie ey days
of my chitdbnad.

One fine morninge we recetved an o erder thian thded
my heart with joy.

Gen., Casatenae, havine learned it same hostile

armaments were formne o few foases fee Plencen,
now zelected our hattalion to oo wied dirperse then:
colonel was to commuand the expodlition, and this (ane,
old Africans or noewcomers, ever Witk il
cluded.

The food vequived for the day was piled up in the
commissary carl, aund we set out al davbreak, v orvder
to avoid the creat heat during our jouruex: Tobo, o
volunteer grenadier, was constiliterdt o member of 1he
battalion, and marched proudly In ihe rear with the
trumpeters.

About 10 o'clack in the moruing we debonched inlo
a large plain, covered with groups of {rees, and hounded
in front of us by a series of small hills, where we counld
distinctly perceive the motions of huge white shadows.

The Bedouins were preparing for ballle. Upon
the order of the colonel, a certain number of men were
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det_é,éhecl ?inom the batéalion, and distributed ag 'sharp-”l

shooters. I was one of them, and went and cgncealed

myself behind some shrubbéfy; while the rest Bvanced

in serried ranks, with a slowrand solemn treadf T
L can still hear the wild, supernatural dell that':

resounded throughout the still air, as th ‘masg of
Bedouin cavalry dashed swiftly down upon u?.- They
went like the wind, guiding their agile little hgises with

one hand, and holding in the other the handl§ of their
long guns inlaid with gold and silver. V hien they
thought they were within range, they began af irregular

fire, and a crackling sound was heard all along their -
3

line, ‘ o

Our troops had now come to a standsbill; motion-
less, ready to five, they awaited the ordef.
T saw the eolonel make a quick gesture with his sword,
and a blast from a trumpet rent the air,

But, at the same moment, T felt 'a shock in’ my
bead suecceeded by an acute pain; the hlood flowing
over my face blinded me, and T fell, losing conséious-
ness, whilst a torrific racket caused the earth to tremble
around me,

Long aflerwards, when T came to myself, T felt a
strong warm breath wipon my face.  Toto was there,
panting, watehing for my return to life. I made an
cffort by raise mysetf a little, and eounld then obtain
a glimpse of the swrroundings. Over ihe plain, where-
onsnowy hournous were scalfered, brooded a heavy
silence.  The battalion had dispersed, and from afar,
the faint sound of drums and trumpets which marked
it refurn 4o Tloaneen, was borne fo my car,

Adl at onee the fvichtfal trath was revealed to me.
The afficers did not know me at all 1 the soldiers were not
aceustomed to include me in their ranks, and my
abaenee had not been remarked. The lion alene, more
mindiul and wmoere generous than men, not seetng me
ar the gnoment of departure, had vemembered, and
el by his autaclunent 1o ne had seavehed the field
o Batde, until he had succeeded in discovering e,

And now what was going 1o become of me? Weak-
et b the s of Dlood, tncapable of the slightest
veveniend,  boshsuld inevitably Tall inte the Arabs’
witesi they refurned to take away thelr dead,
ek abreddy tnad grouaps ol them could be seen beyond
utl Ui =t of the hilly,

Bilblees,

The T wonld doubtless defend nie, bat what could
fre b mgainse 2n o avadanele of cnemies, and L bitterly
thought that 1 obad swvived my terrible wound, only
o fld e ."u!'ul}' Ieneaih the vataghan of the Arab.

Awd vow as owith thie hraitn benwmbed, and all the
Lallueinatiar of a frighiful nightmare, 1 thus dwelt
upon the horror ol my situation, suddenly the lion
arose with oo supple movemwent, and, Lis head turned in
the divectiom of the town, hie utlered a resounding roar
ol dezpaar, then feit me, bounding in the divection of
the vl to Tlemeen.

I stratned my cav: all ab ouee the distant sound of
the shrums and clavions suddenly ceased.

But again there arose the hoarse roar of the lion;
amd it continned to resound ab intervals, gradually
diminizhine, until silence onee wore reigned over the
desolile pi;lin. Hape, however, now im[)&-rﬁ&d new
sirensthn I managed to ged up on my feet, and, sup-
ported by the branches of & bush, 1 there awailed my
Lade,

Fortunately, the Arabs, warned by the cry of the
liem fhat our trvoups were still there, did not venture
to show themselves.

Minutes passed by, which seemed to me hours, then
an hour, which appeared to me a century—I was be-
ginning to lose all lope, when suddenly a voar re-
sounded near me, this time a roar of joy and triumph,
and at the smne instant Toto appeared upen the field
of hattle, and Lehind hin a squadron of grenadiers was
scen approaching at double gmick,

I was saved!

On the morrow, the lion and myself were mentioned
under the same head in tho regimental record of the
day.

To be UP TO DATE is all very Welljbﬁ"t. we find it pays better still to be AHEAD OF THE TIMES, and

at ia why we produce Enlarged Portraita in Grey ‘Carbon.” Ask to see them.

Suddenly -



