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Science Siftings

By ‘Vour.’

Marvellous Preservation.

It is marvellous what an almost perfeet condition
prevails along a large part of the great wall of China.
The bricks of the parapet are as firm as ever, and their
edges have steod the severe climatic conditions of
North China with scarcely o break. The paviag along
the top of the wall is so smooth that one may ride over
it with a bicycle, and the great gravite blocks with
which it is faced are smooth and as closely fitted as
when put in place over two thourand yvears ago. The
entire length of this wall is 1400 wiles, it is 922 fect
high, and 20 feet in thickuess. At iutervals of 100
yards or so there are towers some 40 feet 1n height

Iynis Fatnus.

The Tatin term, synes futurs, which litervally means,
according to the dictionaries, * foolish fire,” * fools’ fire,’
or ‘wvain fire,” was not so conunon in old-time Englizl
books as its equivalents: W o-the-Wisp,” * Jack-u'-
lantern,” etc.  These names refer to a lnminous appenr-
ance of a feeble light sometimes seen during swmmer
and autumn nigints tting in the ajr o little abeve the
surface of the carth, in marshv places, near stagnant
poals, or m ehurchyards, Manuv efforts have been moade
to discover the canse of this light: bur 1t appears in o
many different wavs ard so void of any common prin-
ciple that the attempts can seareely be called suceessial .
Perhaps the commouest form in which jysmis Fertuns 1w
observed 12 a pale. bluisii-colored lame floating i tle
alr about fwo Teet from the vronnd, o little alter sunset
till the following morniny. :

Tometimes,  instead  of
shining uninterruptedly, 4 appears and disuppears at
half-Lour intervals. At fimes 10 reinadins fised al one
spof, and awuin it travels with weear vapidity, One
plausible explanmion of the phonommenon is (hat

1t 1s
caused Dby the decompuosing of  veueialle or antmal

matter swhich n a navshy <ol cenerates ar prodngees

little jets of cas that possoss fiie popeety of dcniting o

taking five when thev conte in confact with the nir
Quills and Poerns.

Lt 15 only 1n oid pretures that we see the cuose
quill pen nowadavs, s Teathered sitalt loomine willte
above an old-fashironed elay Tuk s
Tuthers kuew no other ms=trundu,

Yeu owr rrand.

Seel pens odre

conmon use only w comparatively short thre. A story
lang taken for granted gives the Toner of thelr inven-
tion to a well known manufacturer. 1 1330 he was

a Journeyman joweller in Enwloud, One dav T acei
dentally split a fiue steel tonl. Shortly alterward he
was called npon io sign a receipt, and as he had mislaid
his quill pen be toow up the piece of poinled steel and
was very much smrprised to find {hat it weote bhetter
than the quill.  He was quick (o sce the great pross1-
bilities. He heran the manufacture of  steel pens.
While ie mayv not have been the original fuventor, we
are indebied to him tor their vencral Introduetion,
Iis claint of having produced the first steel pen has
Jong been disputed by Germany. A manuseript daiod
Nurembere, 1504, strenutheus the latier’s elaim con-
siderably, as the vesurreeled doemment is waid to eon-
tain a description of pens produced Trom copper and
brass plates, as well as [rom iron and copper tubes.
But however much truth there mav be in this old Ger-
man manuscript, there are many men living who can
remember when there were no <teel pens, and can also
Tecall the tume when oue of {he reoulnr duties of the
schoolmaster was te vepair all the quill pens used by
the schalars.

Mr. 8. Crosson, of Lagmbor, has thrashed twso
faidy large paddocks of wheat (says the Christchurch
Pressy.  The ITunters viclded just over 40 bushels per
acre, and the velvet 45 bushels.

LADIES OF CHARITY, GREYMOUTH

The following are the officers for the current year:
President, Miss M. Heflernan; vice-president and
treasurer, Miss C. Fogarty; secretary, Miss M, Peart.

The following is a gemeral summary of the work
done during the year ended December 31:—Parcels of
cluthing sent out, 31; average attendance at meetings,
7, uumber of meetings held, 18; number of visits to
Lospital, 50; number of visits Lo private homes, 30.

BALANCE SHEET.

RECEIPTS.
£ s 4.
BBy Cash in hand Novemhber 13 4 4 0O
.. Uash in Bank 2911 1
.« Proceeds of Concert 80 0 0
+» Llonorary Members 1110 0
o Active Members 314 &
.o Uhureh Box 411 0
., Jdouations 218 0
o Disceunt .. 0 8 0
. Bank Interest 1 3 4
£137 19 11
ExrExDITURE.

£ a 4d.
T Groceries 29 8 9§
L Blankets 4 17 6
.. Lol 615 0
Doots . 4 0 0
Dragrery 10 11 1¢
3read 3 8 0
« TLanndry 0 5 6
Anbulanee 0 7 6

o Exponses patient travetling to Blind
Iastitute b 6 6
.. Prirtin: 2 5 0
=ttienery 0 5 6
o Uashoin Banlk 65 14 b
o Cashoin Hand 414 5
£137 19 11

ollls for ur Boys !

§ Every boy enjoys to own a well-
made Suit. He likes to feel smart
and gentlemanly in appearance. Why
not gratify this healthy pride. By
coming here, the extrs cost will be
nil.

% Our Boys' Buita sre depsndabls and
1tylish,

% They sre in s very wide masortment
of Btyles, Materinla and Patterna.

f Every necessary size is here and all
are offered at prices which make
irresistible valuea.

% Come and giva us the opportunity te
show you what wa can do in this
direction,

% T you don’t get hetter value than

ever you gob hefors, we do nod ask
you to buy.

A. GABITES

Timaru and Temuka




