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conductorship of Mr. Bernard Page, sang with much
expression the oratorio, - Lauda Sion.’ :

The mission for the children of St. Anne’s parish,
conducted by the Marist Missionaries (the Rev. Fathers
Taylor and McCdrthy), concluded on Sunday after-
noon, when the children renewed their Baptismal vows.
The adults’ mission commenced at the 10.30 o’clock
Mass, when the Rev. Father McCarthy gave an impres-
sive address. In the evening the church was packed to
overflowing, when the Rev. Father Taylor preached a
fine sermon, taking for his text, ‘ What docs it profis
a man to gain the whole world if he suficrs the loss of his
own soul.’ The order of services is as follow:—
Masses at 6, 7, and 9 o'clock, the first Mass being fol-
lowed by an instruction.  In the eveuing the devotious
consist of Rosary, sermon, and Benediction. The early
Masses are well attended, and it is most edifying to sce
the large number of communicants.  Each evening the
church is packed to overflowing to hear the carnest ex-
hortations of the zealous missionaries. Oun Thursday
evening there were special devotions in honor of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, wlen the occasional sermon was
preached by the Rev. Father Taylor. The mission will
conclude on Sunday, March 14, when
be opened at St. Patrick’s (Kilbirnie), and St Franeiy’
(Island Bay).

missions will

CORRESPONDENCE

[We do not hold ourselves responsibile for opinions

szpresscd by our correspondents. )

CATHOLIC READER:=.
To trRE EbpITOR.

Sir,— It might be more to the point to sive sume
account of the Headers, published by the Department
of Education in the Catnolic Universits Aneriea,
than endeavor to show the unsuitability of {he NHeadors
now in uee o our Catholie sehools, or tha o Delegate’s”
reason Ilor bringing under notice thwe nved of Cathalic
Readers does not evidenee ihat the Beaders issued by
the Catholic University are not suitable for the Catholic
schools of this country.  ilivine: Fiesi Hook ls il
first of a series of text books which cinhads v conerete
forny the teachinus of Christ. The details wnd the con-
crete seltings of the Jessuns have been adapled by the
needs of the children of the mesent generation. As
the title of the first book tnedicates, relicton 12 the contend
and the dominant element of ity teachius. Many or
the dundamental truths of religion are heve presentad
to the child in a fer suitable to his canncitv, e v
taught to know and to love our Savievr, winl throuch
IIim he is led to a kunowledee ancd love of (e Father,
He is taught the ‘Lord’s Praver.” net merelv as sn
many words and phrases to be recited mzhe and morn-
ing, but the memwing of several of s petitions is de
veloped so as to reach bis iefellicence and conirol Dis
actions. A large portion of the * Apostld Creod 7 s
also taught te him in a way thal caunct fail te cause
the seeds of these sublime (ruths to take rool and crow
in his life. T.ater 1o tlus book the Netivite seene ix
presented, and the child’s attentinn 1z furned tewards
our Saviour as the future model for his Imitative
activity.

Religion: First Dook iz not moereiy the ohild’s
first book 1n rebgion: it is al the =zame thue his first
reader, his first nature study book, aud it unlelds the
germ of his iustitutional hfe, and lays the foundation
of his aesthetic development aleng three distinet lincs,
viz., form, color, and rhvthm.  The hook s called
Ieligion, not beecause it deals with relicion alone, bhud
because religion is the mast important element which
it contaius, and because all the olher elewments are made
subordinate to i, beth in arrangement eof material and
in emphasis. Religion thus Dbecomes the hasis of the
child’s education, the germ from which all elso 1s made
to unfold. ‘Briefly, then, Religion . First Bool | in its
capacity as the child’s first book of relipious instruction,
contains five parables, in each of which a scene from
bird-life is used to develop & corresponding seepe in

v of

human life, and to teach the child his corresponding
duties. These two scenes are then used as the natural
basis of supernatural truth and of supernatural virtues.
The movement in each case is the same as that in our
Lord’s parables. )

Sonie of the merits of Religion: First Book will
appear obvious after perusal. The context is such as
to hold the child’s interest throughoui. The stories
told in the text are told with sufficient clearness in the
series of pjctures to render the interpretation of the
text easy and pleasant to the child. There are very
few words used in the book that may not be found in
the spoken vocabunlary of the average child of six, and
thie lessons are carefully graded so as to introduce only
a lmited number of new words in cach snceessive story.
Thus the child gets the full advantage of context work,
which, taken together with the picture series, reduces
the child’s difficulty in reading to a minimum. A fair
trial will convince any intelligent teaclier of the super-
lority of this ook over those 1n carrent use, when con-
sidered in its capacity as a Reader merely. On reflee-
tion it will be found that mucl of the superiority over
the primary veaders i present use here, claimed for
Religinn o First Book, is due to the lacts that it is the
child’s first book on relicion, that it deals with hLome
inatinets, and with the cavlicst home experiences of the

child.  The book ix designed to fill the place of the
clnileds fivst ook inoall the departments of his unfolding
mental fife.

Space will not permit any further detailed aceount,
ancl from what has beon =aid of the First Book, 1 think
the value of the remainder of the series may be readily
estimated . Innumerable ave the testimonies received
by the rev. authors 1w praise of these text Looks, and
i conclusion let me quote one, Bishop Shahan, Rector
of the Cotholic Uwniversity of Awerica: ‘T have fel-
Towed witia deen infervest toe development of your {the
editor™>y plan for teaching relivion in aceordance with
sonnd edueational princeiples. 1t is certainly gratifying
to o see that the example siven by our Lord Iimself is
<o tlosely Jollowed 1n vour sertes, and that the method
wirhedied D the hiuroieal practice of the Chureh is now
bBeine apulied to the 1nstruetion of gur Little children.
To madke redigion the contre and the vitalizing priueiple
o oall education 3s a task worthy of any one who is
fonitar with recent developineuts of seieulific thought,
arcl with the actwal needs of our sehonls, 1, therefore,
regard toas oa omen for the work of the
Cathobie University that the first publication emanating
from onr Departiment of Idaeation should have for its
the presentation of religious truth in forms
that cannol hut appeal to the instinets and growing
intelivence af the elnld. T sincerely trust that this
only prove  helpful 1o our Catholic
but will also point the way to wider applica-
trons of the fundamental wdeas which arve set forth in
the several beoks — 3 am, cote.,
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A E. O'Buex.

Renmera, February 2F

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS

Mg moutn Dunedine-=The compuser of * The Bonny
TS of Scotland ? was George Linley, an English-
wa, who was born at Leeds and died at Kensing-
ton, Tondon.  linley composed bolh words and
musie.  We are sorry that yvour inguivy, which
catne =ome Ltime ago, was inadvertently miislaid,

J.C, Wellingten, --The remarks 1n the Free Lanee —
ol cditorial, bhut the work of a scalter-brain ecor-
respronident  are, as you say, very uncalled for,
and should certainly have been blue-pencilled when
under sub-editorial serutiny,  The Free Lance has,
however, so far as we have seen, an excellent
record as being exceptionally free from any sus-
picion of bigotry in its management and editorial
direction: and this being the first offence, and in
view of the previous good character of the accused,
we think the matter hardly calls for more serious
notice,



