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Our Admirals’ Despatches

»  Our cables are now giving us details of the despatches
forwarded by Admiral Sturdee after the Falkland Is-
lands naval fight on December 6, and by Admiral Beatty
after ‘the North Hea fight of January 24; and they
make interesting and thrilling reading. After reading
these two reports, and the carlier despatches of Sir
John French, cue cannot help reflecting what admirable
war correspondents our present nilitary and mnaval
leaders would have made, All the cssentials of engage-
ments that lasted the better part of a day arve given in
a few swift strokes: and the absence of anytlung 1n the
way of embroidery or embellishment only serves to
render the narrative more vivid and efiective. A feature
of both fights was the superior skill jn manceuvring
ghown by the victors. In the Falklawd Tslands fight
the German ships from the fivst had apparently liltie
chance, and the result was only a matfer of time. The
Germans appear to have fonglit with e ntwost bravery ;
but apart trom bLeing outclassed they hiad little iuck,
and the damage sustained by (he British was merely

nominal.
*

Tn the North Sea clush, the Germuans apparvently

“tried every device-- Zeppehns, subinarvines, seaplanes,

and destrovers emitting vast volumes of smoke  fo cover
their escape, but the * Beatty touch’ was (oo much for
them. An article in thie Chiistfhias number of the
Windaar Meago:ine thus hite o the characteristios of
the Wexford firlding man  chaweterisites which were
agalu excmplilicd i the North Sea contest 0 - We lnoked
for courage and dash in Rear- Admiral Sie David Beatty,
who won hiz rank ay cononauder for eatlantery on the
Nile, avnd that of vaptain Tor conspleaous skill and
daring in Clhina twa vemrs faters During the aetion
the bight of Helgoland his reputationswas finely vindi-
cated, when on hoard the Tion he led i the baltle
cruizer squacron to the assistanee of the smaller vessels
fichting against odds with German cvnsers and de-
strovers amid a ~ca of mines.  [lappicst 1o the honr
of strife, Siv David was a joviel man that dav.” JTov-
ful again, doubtics:, an Janwary M0 botowith a joy
tempered by the reflection that but for one lucky German
shot he would have “sunk (he lot.” 11 s gratiiving o
note that the New Zailaned plaved an active and really
weeful purt 1o enmpassing and ennpleting the victory,
and that three of her men are sineled out by Admiral
Beatty for speeia! homorable mention. Rpde of the
eritics, our Dreadnoucht 10 we may be allowed to mix
our metaphors—has proved itseli anvthinge but o while
elephant.

Archbishop O'Reily on the War

Dr. O'Retly, the gental and antversally  heloved
Arvchbisliop of Adclaide, has been plaving the rdle of
wayr prophet—-not willingly, indewd, but perforee, under
pressure from the insistent interviewer. s Grace
does not, of course, claim (o speak as aomilitarvy expert;
still less does he pretend to any pretercaiueral power
of prevision.  In addition to his natural gilts as a
capable and shrewd ohserver, he has, however, cortain
credentials which entitle him to speak en the subject,
the clhief ef these being that in his camments and pre-
dictions oun previous wars coverivg the very lengthy
period of 3% years—-he las mvariably proved a good
Cguesser.” ‘T hate wars,” sald his Grace, to the Ade-
laide Muil represeutative. “Tf [ had wmy way there
would never be one dron of human bload shed in war
again. . . . Yeb when war comes, in the actual
study of the campaign, 1 find a grim faseination, ovly
equal to the fascination T used to feel in working oub
complicated mathematical problens, when T was a grow-
ing lad.  For certainly 35 years 1 have f’n]lowe:d overy
campaign with the keenest iuterest. A campaign ]}ad
never started, bul almost fram the start T had my mind
made up as to what the issue was to be. I was often

laughed at for my pains. 1 was often challenged in
my statements. Yet I cannot remember—1I speak with
reluctance but with honesty—that I was even once
wrong in my forecasts. Sometimes T allowed a margin
in my prediction, but within that margin my words
aiways proved true.” After such a record, hid Grace's
opinicn in regard to the outcome and duration of the
present war must be listened to with some measure of
respect.  On the latier point his opinien is guite definite
and decided---the war, Dr. O’Reily declares, will end
between Octoher and December of this year.
*

As to the lines along which the struggle will pro-
ceed, and, in particular, as to the development and
denvuement of the naval situation, the Archbishop is
perfectly clear. 8o far as the latter is concerned, three
hours will settle it all.  After illustrating, in homaly
fushion, the  obstacles  which make it  1im-
possible  at  present  for  Admiral Jellicoe te
attack and make an end of the German fleet, his Grace
continues: * The Brandenburger fleet hias its nest in the
Kiel Canal.  That nest is fenced in with mines and
torpedoes. Jellicoe cannot go in. Bui when the
Allies, having crossed the Rhine, begin sheir advance

“towards Berlin, while the French take their way by the

sonuth, the English and the Belpians will advance by
the north.  Their advance will cut off completely the
conimunication of the fleet, with their capital aty.” For
the Brandenburger fleet there will be no reinforcements,
ne fresh supplies of provisions or ammunition.  The
Brandenburger fleet. will perforee leave its nest.  Then
will come a three hours’ fight and the fleet’s histogy will
he over. Some of the ships will flutter back with
Lroken wings to the shelter of their guns and of their
loved torpedoes ; some will go to the bottom: some,
manved by XHnglish - sailors, and commanded by
Enghsh officers, will be next heard of when they make
fasl (o the Adwiralty wharfs at Rossyth, Sheerness,
or Devonport. When next they go 1o sea they will vo
flving the white ensign with the stately cross of St.
George disulaved thereon.’ We think the three hours
eatimate is rather optimistic; but for the rest there is a
smack of reasonableness and probability about thess
prediclions, and it will be by no means matter for sur-
prise if. when December comes round, it is found that
the Archbishop has made a fresh addition fo his Taurels.

Germany and Poland

Mr. Ravmond E. Swing. war correspondent for the
Chieago Hady Vews, has just inade public s analysis
of the war situation and his views regarding the pro-
bable outcome of the strugple, formed after three
months’ travels in France, Germany, Belginm, and Eng-
fand.  The general tone of Ins utterance gives cne the
tpression that he is more thau friendly te Germany,
but at least e makes snme attempt to be fair: and his
pro-German sympathies give an added value, of course,
to such admissions as he feels himself compelled to make.
He Trankly acknowledges that England 1s now facing
the war in a spirit of entire confidence. ‘1 was very
much impressed,” he save, " with the difference in the
Byitish attitude toward the war, which developed from
SNeptember to December.  When 1 was first in England,
the British were not at all alive to what the war meant,
the sacrifices and problems which it involved.  There
was less knowledge and there wag less coufidence.  Lon-
don to-day seems much more quietly confident, tho
people now seem to realise what is going on, and they
are facing the facts.  So far as I could gather, Eng-
land expects to win the war with her navy, and one
of the important factors will be in preventing Germany
from getting supplies.  England will go just as far
ag tho neutral nations will let her in trying fo stop all
eoutraband of war.  She is determined to get the most
ont of her sea power, in this respect.  She will not
go so far as lo provoke sericus trouble, and I gather
from what I heard that she is now feeling Ler way as to
just how far she can go in the matter of stopping neuntral
cargoes.’ That was written.late in December. If it
is & correct acvount of Fngland’s plans and policy, ib
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