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PEARLS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE FOR OQUR
i} LITTLE ONES

By tEE REV. M. J. Warson, S.J.,

Author of * Within the Soul,’ and ‘ The Btory of Burke
and Wills.’

“Unless you be converted and become as Little childven,
you shall not enter intu the Kingdom of Hedven —
St Mart, zeids, 5.

[ALL Righrs RESERVED. ]

IHOLY COMMUNION.

‘ He that cateth My Flesh and drinketh My Blood, haih
everlasting life, and I will raise him up on the last
day: for My Flesh is meat indeed, and My Blood
is drink indeed.'—8t. John vi. 55-6.

In these heautiful words of #t. John's Cospel our
keloved Jesus tells us that tlis Flest and 10hs Blood,
which we veceive in THoly Communion, will give us ever-
lasting life; and we shall be raised up by a glorivus
resurrection in the Day of Judgment, beeanse 11is Flesh
and Iis Blood will be meat and drink to preserve us
from the corvuption of sin and they will pain for us
after death a clorious and irumoertal life.

Formerly, my dearest, bovs and girls were not
allowed to make their First Communion till thev were
ten or twelve years of age: hut the saintly Pope Pius
XL said that for the future al! ¢hildren, no matter how
young, can receive the Blessed Eucharist, provided they
are able to understand that our dear Lovd i really
present in the Mast Holy Sacrament and that lie pives
Himself, 1lis Body and [is Blood, Ilis Soul and 1is
Divinity, to them when they go to Communien, A
few yvears belore his death that helv Pontiff cranted an
interview, or audience, to a large number of Jinle
French children, who had just made their First Com-
munion sud whe went to Rowe fo see the Pope and
thank bLim for allowing them o orveceive the Blessed
Sacrament at so early an age. On the first Sunday
atter Eazter that inooceui and dove-like conyregation
streamed iuto the Sistine Chapel of the Vatican Palace
where the Pope lives, and the cveat Viear ol Jesus
Christ, the flead of the Church, came 10 ithem and
spoke golden words, which vou should look ou as ad-
dressed to yourselves and which vou ouglit to read often,
Pope Pius X, said: ' T s grateiul, my dear children.
for the consolation vou afford e of flnding vsell in
yvour midst, when T reflect that 1 repvesent Jesvos Clirist
Himsell, who took pleasure In the company of voing
peaple like vou, and sail to Ilx Apostles: Buffer
little children to come to Me for of such is
the Kingdom ol Heaven,” T have o further reason
for thanking vou, dear clnldren. This =olemuy showing
forth of vour love for the Pope, which has cost vou
the fatigue of a long Joarney, gives me the occasion for
expressing my joy at vour doclity in listening (o the
invitation of Jesus Christ, eonveved {0 von through my
mouth, for, in ypite of your tender vears, vou have ve-
ceived Ilim for the first time in the most Tloly Com-
piuniot.

“We read in the Gospel that, ene dav, our Divine
Saviour called to TIin a little child like vou, and,
placing it in the midst of 1Tis Apostles, said to {hem -
““Bee that vou despise not one of these little ones, for
T say to vou that their angels alwavs see {he face of
My Father, Who is in heaven” (Mail. xviii. 105, Alas!
those heavenly guardians are bub too often saddened
and filled with horror at the corruption and sinful
stains which they hehold in those committed to {heir
charge!

‘The angels of children, on the contrary, though
never distracted bv their watchful care from the cver-
blessed vision of God, Whom they see face to face in
His eternal light, find TTim afresh in the souls of chil-

dren, reflected—as it were-—in a mirror of innocenoce,
purity, and eandor.  But if this be true of all chil-
dren, as well as the child whom our T.ord placed in
the midst of 1lis Apostles, what would He have sajd
of you, dear little ones, who have received His very
Self, together with Tlig Divinity and Sacred Huma-
nity, in Toly Communion, wherein you have united
your flesh to His Flesh and your blood to His Blood,
and your lLeart has throbbed so close to His? What
would He have sald about your holy angels, since your
partaking of the IToly Eucharist raises you above
them? They have never had granted to them the
privilege  which you enjoy of feeding upon Jesus
Christ, forming one same thing with Him, and being
united to 1lim so far as, in a certain manner, to make
lis Divine nature and infinite perfections your own.
By thus communicating Himself to you, this amiable
Saviour imparts truth aud justice to your minds,
liolinegs to your wills, and goodness to your hearts.
Anrd so the faithful Catholic who receives Communion
can say in very truth, after St. Paul: *‘ Jesus Christ
is my life. . . . T live, now not I, but Christ
liveth in me”  (Phil. i, 21 Gal. ii. 20).

‘Thus, since God is unsullied purity, he who is
united to Christ in Commnunion, rising like a spotless
dove above the muddy waters of this wretched world,
wings its Uight and seeks refuge in the bosom of God
—-the hosem of LIim Who is purer than the spotless
snow that erowns the mountain tops.  Ged being in-
finite beauiy, the soul united to Christ draws upen him-
selt the admiving and tender gaze of the angels, who
—were they capable of any passion—would be flled
with envy of Lis lot.”

Towards the eud of his address, the IMoly Father
gave valnable advice to the children who listened to
b, and that adviee s just as valuable and necessary
£2 you, my dearest.  ITence, T here set it down for you
i the Pope’s uwn words,  1le said:—

“ b recomuend, first of all, that, as the outcome
of vour visit to the Dope, you resolve and solemnly
promize to continue attending your catechism class
tor & lony time o came.  There, by perfecting your-
selves with loving diligence in the knowledgo of Chris-
tian doctrine, you will lezll'n——a,long witl: other truths
ot our holy religion-—that the Eucharist is the centre
of Taith, the final goal of all other devotion, source of
all good, the stream of all graces, the balm for all
sorrows, {the bread ol life, the “*viatieum *’ sustaining
Us onoour journey lowards elernily, and at once the
pledge nnd the foretaste of endless happiness.

"My dear children and dear First Communicants,
you have received our Lord for the first time. But
that Is not enough.  Day by day we beg of God the
Lread that is Lo sustain the life of our bodies. We
have equal need of the Heavenly Bread for the sup-
porting the life of the soul. My second piece of advice
5 that you receive Communion frequently, if you can-
nut daily, so as to umite yourselves to your Saviour.

“{u conclusion, T desire that the love of our Lord
should ebtain full possession of your hearts so that He
may change you into zealous apostles of His glory.
You must be the treasure of your families, consoling
them by your good counduet, and winning them to fre-
quent. Communicn by your example. At school your
piely must excite enuilation among your young school-
mates.  In vour parish, let all see in you protecting
angels.  All around you, in fine, you will help, as far
as in you lies, by your prayers, good conduct, and by
ithe very charm of your modesty to convert sizners and
bring back fhe unbelieving and indifferent to Christ.’

Tn preparing for Holy Communion you will find
oreat. help in hoping in God and in loving Him with
your whole heart.  The following prayer is a good
one fo repeat wilh attention and fervor, the evening
hefore and at Mass; but it is not necessary to say the
whole of it at one time, you can take a bit now, and
another part soon after, just as you please, and as you
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