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ENGLAND

EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS OF WAR.,

The Holy Father's proposal to the Powers for the
exchange of war prisoners who are disabled for further
service in the preseunt contliet has heen regarded with
favor,

‘1 desire to thavk your ilsliness for your telegram.
It is with deep satisfaction that 1 and my Government
welcomed your lloliness’s propesal, which lend welght
to the suggestion we had already made to the German
Governnient. That Government has Just signified their
consent, and 1 trust that the arvangement will have
beeu put into force before many davs of the New Year
have passed.’ i

TIHE CAUSE QF THE WAR.

In the suggestive discourse which he delivered at
Westminster (athedral on the last day of 1914, his
Eminence Cardinal Beurne, piassing over questions of
polities and diplomacy, traced the wir {o its Lrue cause.
Men of superficial views and slicht knowledee
the atfhialie TromesY are at present
fianity as 0 it were a failure  as if it vughi Lo have
prevented the conflict. They forvet the extent to which
the people who have 1o their hands the cvuwidance of
nations had been casting Christianity aside.  The war
is due, not to the activn of geuuine Christians, hut to
the poliey of those who in their pride  and  cancett
imagpined that Christianity and rexponsihiliby 1o Gad
need not be taken into account. The lesson of the
war is that they must be taken into aceount. andd very
impressivelv did the Cardinal dwell upsn i, Phore
would be no war ta-dayv 1 men had iceepted  what
Christ taurhe, and the wav to establish suel oo state of
affaivs as will cuarantee an enduring peace ix lo strive

{=savs
talking of Chris-

to make the world Christian i omind and beart,  This
1 Cardinal Bourne's nmessace for the New Yeor, and
omnust arense i the hrensts of Catholies the serese of
a twofoeld duty. Never wis 1f wore bmportant that

they should, in the first place, prove tiemselves trae
followers of hrist by the practice of their relioion,
and, i the next. that they shondd exert themselves (o

enable others to vealize the value of the Cathiolie faith.

FRANCE
——d
TITE WAR AND TITE MISSIONSK,

TT the war has had e effect of arcusine 1o aetivity
the religicus sentiments of mauy of the Frenel people
wha had falles 1nto indifference, its results have DLeen
anything but lfaverable to religion in missionary lands,
Filestly, people find it so bard to meet the pressing home
demands on their purses that the eontributions to the
forcign  mmzstons considerably fallen olf.
Recondly, the missions Tu some places have sulfered
severely throuch the loss of prieste. Half of the fortyv-
three missionaries Delonginz to the fyvons Society of

have ve N

Afvican Missionavies who were at work in Bevpt em-
barked for Frauce as soon as they loarned that mobilisa
tion had been ordered.  Of fwentv-Awo velivinus on the
Tvory Coast, sixteeu, meluding Mger. Moury, the ishop,
mobilised.  Two hundred and fifty of the Missionaries
of the [oly Ghost joined the ranks of the combatants
in France. [llaiti, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, the Belgian
Congo, Angola, and Zanzibar have all lost the services
nf missionaries. Lo Palestine and threughout the whale
of the Turkish Empire the work of the Catholic mis-
stonaries 1s at a standstill. Doubtless steps arve taken
to fill the places of the clergy who have gone {o the
colors, but it is safe to say that many ol the missions
will not for years recover the ground lost in consequence
of the war.

ITALY

OF THE SACRED'SCRIPTURES.

The monthly paper of the Rible Socicty (says ithe
London & nirerse) contains a remarkably generous ap-
preciation of Pope Benediet XV.'s zeal in the circula-

The reply of King George was as follows:—-

tion of the Sacred Scriptures in the vernacular. Before
his elevation to the Archbishopric of Bologna, his Holi-
ness had presided at Rome over the Society of St.
Jerome for the circulation of the Holy Gospels. This
suciety brought out a new Italian version of the Gos-
pels and the Acts which I’ope Lec XIIT. commended
to the daily study of the faithful. In six years nearly
2 nullion copies were sold and distributed throughoeut
Haly, the bishops and clergy actively promoting their
circulation.  The late ‘Pope Pius X. has been
quently mmsrepresenied as discouraging the work. On
the contrary he approved it, butl wisely decided that for
the present the Gospels and Acts were sufficient. 1In
the year just passed Pope Benedict XV.—Cardinal
Chicsa, as he then was- gave renewed encouragement
te Lthe Soviety of St. Jerome, and since e becamne Pope,
has bestowed his special blessing on the members and
on their work.

ROME

BRITISIH ENVOY AT THE VATICAN,

Siro Henry Heward, Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary, accompanied by his secretary,
Mr. John Duncan Gregory, and the assistant, Mr. John
Sundertand Wilsou, arrived by motor at the Vatican
o Wednesday, December 300 At the foot of the papal
stalrease they were met by an escort of the Swiss Guards,
who procecded with them to the Pontifical apartments.
DLnmediately  his Itoliness, wearing the mozetta and
stole. desvcended o the Throne Room, where, sur-
rounded by his Court, he received the English Minister.
The Seeretary of the Congregation of Ceremonies, Mgr.
Canall, utrodieed the Mimster and his suite to the
[Toly Father. Henry presented his credential
lebters i the usual manner and expressed the senti-
ments ol his Governmment towards hrs Holiness.  The
Pope replied weleoming hun to the Puapal Court and
expressing his pleasure at seeing a represeuntative of his
Government armongst the Minwsters to the loly See.
As cnstemary, after the ceremony, Rir llenry was in-
vitedd Ty bis Jlohiness to his private apartments, where

S

ihey vemained moconverse for a lone time.  Then fol-
fowed  the vistt fo the Cardinal Recretary of  State,
Detore leiving the Vatiean the DMinister visited the

Tumb of the Apostles. CUardinal Gasquet gave a recep-
tivn in honar of the English Minister.  Most of the
[English colimy were invited 1o meet Sir Ienry and his
st alf,

SCOTLAND

IN GLASGOW.

The Hoaestern hitholic Calendar for the archdiocese
ol Glaswow, confaining much ionformmation of interest
revarding the conditions of Catholicity in the archdio-
vese. There are 120 schools in the archdiocese, with
acennmmodation for 89,604 pupils: the nunbers on the
volls total 76,455, and the avervage attendance 68,202,
The tutal number of the teaching staff 1s 1453. Five
relicicus Ovders for men and ten for women are repre-
senteil in the archidiocese. The total number of secular
priests s 248, vegular 46, There are 93 missions, 134
chuvehes, chapels, and stations, and 17 charitable in-
atitunfions. The number of baptisms in 1913 was
L4200 Confirmations (1913-14), 10,066, children pre-
sonted  at refimious examinations, 69,894, The esti-
mated Calholic popniation of the archdiocese 1s about
ADO 000
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UNITED STATES

A CITALICE WITH A HISTORY.

Amongst the yifts received by Bishop Shahan,
Rector of the Catholic University of America, on the
oceasion of his consecration, was a stlver chalice from
priestly relatives in KEngland., Tt was first used by
Rishop Shahan's  great-granduncle, TFather Thady
Shahan, in 1810. Father Thady Shahan used the
chalive for fifty years and then gave it to his neph_ew,
the Rev. Cornelius Shahan, on the day of his ordina-
tion. The Right Rev. Bishop Cornelius Shahan used
it for sixty vears and used it in celebrating his first
Mass as a bishop,
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