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THE IRISH NATIONAL COSTUME

;

A short time ago we were asked by a Wanganui
carrespondent to define the Irish national costume; and
as the query raised a question of considerable general
interest we decided to treat the matter at some length
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and Lo give owr vesders the Leet S ccnbid b ocon o
the subject.  Faor SOpIrpec W o ST
ol the Very Revo Movo vifbeary. o0 Lawrenes,  well

kinowe throasiout 1he =outh el s aevomplishied
Gaelic scholar wad kern Gaclc cuthn-iner, aad -
high authority  an &l arestions perovuing o0 the
national histors of Treland. 3Mors O Teaey hus Tl
supplied us with the followine notss o he aubiect,
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izl e st e ? Voard
disctis=ion s the  rish o pagrs
some vears ago, sald be had stadied the sabjoct of the
Lrish national o stwme thoromsids, and bis owa dress
in the pieture 1 as he appenred 1n the Howee of Lords,
Ile s a distinguished advoeaie of Uhe revival ef the
Gaelic lungnaee, dress, nnsie, sporis, danei s
father was the late Lord Chareellor, and heoas o convert
to the Catholic Churele. Th
af drawines of the various
dress in the Soeiad flistory of
W. Joyee, honorary President of the R
Antiquarics, Trelund.  Some of the fenres are taken
from ancient enoraved beok-covers of hone (14th cen-
tury), olhers from the [ace of the shrine of =0, Man-
chent {11th conluryy, one sliowing the tichl (rews or
trousers with fallain or short cloak, dved slive-vveen, is
fram a copy of Giraldus (A D, 1200), Trish costumes
(A D. 1600) of gentleman and lady of high classes,
persons of middle rank. and peasanis (pagce 393).

The following is a summary ol Joyee's descriplion
of Irish dress:-—Wonllen and linen clothes formed the

oods an elaborate series
in lrish natiensl
verdc s festend e 1

Hociely of

dress of the great mass of the people. Both were home-
made. Imported silk and satin were much worn among
the higher classes. Both are constantly noticed in our
literature. Furs of seals, otters, badgers, and foxes
were much used for capes and for the edgings of gar-
ments.  The Scotch tartan, the Gaelic 7uurtar of which
both the material and name originated in Treland, is
defined in the Newefins Wor to be 2 material * contain-
g cloth of every color.”  The ancient Irish loved bright
colovs, and they well understood the art of dyeing.
liere is a description of an army in the cepie called the
CTain =" Nome with ved cleaks, others with light,
blue cloaks, olhers with desp blue cloaks, others with
greeir, or blav, or white, or vellow clnaks, bricht and
fluttering about them: and a voung, red-freckled lad,
with a cerlmson clonk, in their widst.” The several
articles nf dreas wore usnaliy coloved  differently, like
Joseph's coat. The regnlations nf Teerunias, an old
pagan kng, ordered a shive to be dressed in clothes of
one colors wnd a peasant or farwer in two. The king,
ireen, and ollave wore privileved to wear six. Green,
which i oresarded 1o-dav as the national eolor, is very
modern.  The ancient Lrish had na national color.
Here ixoa elassifieation of the upper carnients . —
(DA darge chak witleout sieeves, varying in length,
ceroniy o eovering the whole person from the shonlders
cown, ity A O fictine caat or Jackel with sleeves
i ] 3y A cape. wot abways hooded, (1)
Acsert of pedticeat Hke ihe present Plighland kilt, and
e waial e e, e mater

DUt

ol the clonk was aceording
i tie rank er feans of the wearer. Among the higher
classox 30 war of fine cloth . edeed with =% or satin.
Irowss commoenly daed, siriped o spotted. Semetinies

Poonlv qenehed she kneos or aoiddle ilieh, aceording to
Phe fiovees i tie faod of W00 (Teh conturyy. Tt was
| Wbt ow o =01 a pgeneral term for

SRR Dt et o (Tollingy was applied
ivorenching above 1ha knees. A coarse
wrnnn eitver beed oer e natural colar of wool,
Forv e Wonwe had similar cloaks called
wern by women had a
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haod &l the top, which eould be turned up to cover the
head.  This is still in uze. A garment distinet from
the preceding over-mantles, worn over all, and usually
of linen, dyed saffron. called 7einie {two syllables), was



