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forty thousand, men who have already shed their life-
blood for their country. In comparison with them,
what have you endured who are deprived of the daily
comforts of your lives, your newspapers, your means
of travel, communication with your families? Let the
patriotism of our Army, the heroism of our King, of
our beloved Queen in her magnanimity, serve to stimu-
late us and support us. Let us bemoan ourselves no
more. Let us deserve the coming deliverance. Let us
hasten it by our virtue even more than by our prayers.
Courage, brethren. Suffering passes away; the crown
of life for our souls, the crown of glory for our nation,
shall not pass.

Duty Under Invasion.
I do not require of you to renounce any of your

national desires. On the contrary, I hold it as part of
the obligations of my episcopal office to instruct you as
to your duty in face of the Power that has invaded our
soil and now occupies the greater part of our country.
The authority of that Power is no lawful authority.
Therefore in the soul and conscience you owe it neither
respect, nor attachment, nor obedience.

The sole lawful authority in Belgium is that of our
King, of our Government, of the elected representatives
of the nation. This authority alone has a right to our
affection, our submission.

Thus, the invaders’ acts of public administration
have in themselves no authority, but legitimate
authority has tacitly ratified such of those acts as affect
the general interests, and this ratification, and this only,
gives them juridic value.

Occupied provinces are not conquered provinces.
Belgium is no more a German province than Galicia is
a Russian province. Nevertheless, the occupied portion
of our country is in a position it is compelled to endure.
The greater part of our towns, having surrendered to
the enemy on conditions, are bound to observe those
conditions. From the outset of military operations the
civil authorities of the country urged upon all private
persons the necessity of abstention from hostile acts
against the enemy’s army. That instruction remains
in force. It is our army, and our army solely, in
league with the valiant troops of our Allies, that has
the honor and the duty of national defence. Let us
entrust the army with our final deliverance.

Towards the persons of those who are holding do-
minion among ns by military force, and who assuredly
cannot but be sensible of the chivalrous energy with
which we have defended, and are still defending, our
independence, let us conduct ourselves with all needful
forbearance. Some among them have declared them-
selves willing to mitigate, as far as possible, the severity
of our situation, and to help us to recover some mini-
mum of regular civic life. Let us observe the rules
they have laid upon us so long as those rules do not
violate our personal liberty, nor our consciences as
Christians, nor our duty to our country. Let us not
take bravado for courage, nor tumult for bravery.

A Word to the Priests.
You especially, my dearest brethren in the priest-

hood, be you at once the best examples of Patriotism
and the best supporters of public order. On the field
of battle you have been magnificent. The King and the
Army admire the intrepidity of our military chaplains
in face of death, their charity at the work of the
ambulance. Your Bishops are proud of you.

You have suffered greatly. You have endured
much calumny. But be patient; history will do you
justice. I to-day bear my witness for you.

Wherever it has been possible I have questioned
our people, our clergy, and particularly a considerable
number of priests who had been deported to German
prisons, but whom a principle of humanity, to which
I gladly render homage, has since set at liberty. Well,
I affirm upon my honor, and I am prepared to assert
upon faith of my oath, that until now I have not met
a single ecclesiastic, secular or regular, who had once
incited civilians to bear arms against the enemy. All
have loyally followed the instructions of their Bishops,
given in the early days of August, to the effect that they

were to use their moral influence over the civil popula-
tion, so that order might be preserved and vmilitary
regulations observed.

I exhort you to persevere in this ministry-of peace,
which is for you the sanest form of '•Patriotism; to
accept with all your hearts the privations you have .to
endure; to simplify still further, if it is possible, your
way of life. One of you who is reduced by robbery and!
pillage to a state bordering on total destitution, said to
me lately: 1 I am living now as I .wish I had lived
always.’ ~||||

Multiply the efforts of your charity, corporal and
spiritual. Like the great Apostle, do you'endure daily
the cares of your Church, so that no man shall suffer
loss and you not suffer loss, and no man fall and you not
burn with zeal for him. Make yourselves the cham-
pions of all those virtues enjoined upon you by civic
honor as well as by the Gospel of Christ. ‘Whatso-
ever things are true, whatsoever modest, whatsoever
just, whatsoever holy, whatsoever lovely, whatsoever
of good fame, if there be any virtue, if any praise of
discipline, think on these things.’ So may the worthi-
ness of our lives justify us, my most dear colleagues, in
repeating the noble claim of St. Paul: ‘ The things
which ye have learned, and received, and heard, and
seen, in me, these do ye, and the God of peace shall be
with you.’

CONCLUSION. ,
,J

Let us continue then, dearest brethren, to pray, to
do penance, to attend Holy Mass, and to receive Holy
Communion for the sacred intention of our dear country'.

I recommend parish priests to hold a funeral
service on behalf of our fallen soldiers, on every Satur-
day.

Money, I know well, is scarce with you all. Never-
theless, if you have little, give of that little, for the
succour of those among your fellow countrymen who
are without shelter, without fuel, without sufficient
bread. I have directed my parish priests to form for
this purpose, in every parish, a relief committee. Do
you second them charitably and convey to my hands
such alms as you can save from your superfluity, if not
from your necessities, so that I may be the distributor
to the destitute who are known to me.

Our distress has moved the other nations. England,
Ireland, and Scotland; France, Holland, the United
States, Canada, have vied with each other in generosity
for our relief. It is a spectacle at once most mournful
and most noble. Here again is a revelation of the
Providential Wisdom which draws good from evil. In
your name, my brethren, and in my own, I offer to the
Governments and the nations that have succoured us
the assurance of our admiration and our gratitude.

With a touching goodness our Holy Father Bene-
dict the Fifteenth has been the first to incline his heart
towards us. When, a few moments after his election,
he deigned to take me in his arms, I was bold enough
then to ask that the first Pontifical Benediction he spoke
should be given to Belgium, already in deep distress
through the war. He eagerly closed with my wish,
which I knew would also be yours. To-day, with
delicate kindness, his Holiness has taken the step to
renounce the annual offering of Peter’s Pence from
Belgium. In a letter dated on the beautiful festival of
the Immaculate Virgin, December the eighth, he
assures us of the part he bears in our sufferings, he
prays for us, calls down upon our Belgium the protec-
tion of heaven, and exhorts us to hail in the then
approaching advent of the Prince of Peace the dawn
of better days.

(Concluded from page 22.)
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