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Current Topics

¢« Think of the Kaiser’

Thomas A. Edison is evidently sonething of a
philosopher as well as a4 mechanician ; and his inventive
genius las receutly exhibited itself n quite a new
directiou. To his already Jong list of achievements he
has just added the invention of a revipe for worry.
It is certainly timely, and has at least the merit of
beiug simple and easily applied.  As the eables iu-
formed us, Edison a short time ago lost part of his
great manufucturing and experimenting works by five.
"Ave you worrying?’ asked a New Yok reporter.
* Not a scrap,” replied Mr. Edison, pufling a cigar con-
tentedly, ‘we have o new standard of worry, beside
which all others scem trivial. | look fromn the ruins
of uy works lere across the Atlantie, and | osee the
Kaiser on the defensive on both fronts of the humense
battlefields.  When vou rveuwlise that the Kalser has
been living for vears in the atmosphere ol [os 5 inpreg.
nable Geueral Staff,” when vou kaoe he has o heen
trained ou the idea that a quick. smashing blisw ot
France would erable him ro =i to Hosis and qguell
the Tsar, and then vou reatise what the Germans thon
selves must =horthy vealise. that tnat vichory cannot he
theirs- why, 1t = enough o make the cods, Ter alone
mortals, weep. 1 have Tost DEMNT 000 wortin of prmgsert s
by fire, but that is nothine 1o the RKaee
Is my New Yoears recipe for worrys
Kaiger, and vealize that veu are the
imaginable. "’
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A Courageous Doctor

Al honor te Do Foreman,
medical stafl of the Svdiney Bl
who at the annual tectine o Lin
day outspokenly cotdenined certann o
sapping the foundations of the it
of the race.  Necording to oo Pres< N
in Fridav’s papers,
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124 of that o=t alionenable o ion, ol ainn
tronn, which wos bocoring oo et v
1he })1;1('(‘. Doctors, nnr-c- Gl st s, o o Fopen

titioners competed all over the cite, 1w o b

state of alfatr<, and e that :
rate. Those treatcd dnd net renrm o
of the tofal nuwnbher of o
denounced the doctars win, -

R

N AR E
[ RA R DXRERIITRTRY

I B R R N TR SR

We can only hopae that the donneia

ing will ceu lowie s and 4t 1- te b fiare RIS
Foreman's expusure of the existing -t wiil
not be Tost wupon the Svibnes o St

(quite evident that they lave been neclecting their ity
in the malter.  We Lave o onden as v the osiont 1o
which the ovil vefeveed G oy bt
Zealand @ but oecasionatiy facts e e
notice which oive veound for the
suterde, 1 oone Farm or oot ro e v F
unkuown armoanest s, Yoly o fortmiant aoe we receivnd
from the wother of a family resident 1o 2 ceuntry i
trict a copy of a catalocue which had been posted 1n
the houschold from a Clhirstehureh cnen
instruments of vico for interferine with the fws af
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nature were openly listed and advertizod. W are
under the mpression that this is o vielaoon of the L,
and further inqguiry wiil be made into ihe matter. o

any case, lnformation of sueh o lind falline inio the
hands of youug people would he capuhli of waorking
irreparable mischiel : and parents cannol he doo strongly
warned of the necessity for constant walcehfolness aud
care, and of the strict }:lalig;llirnln which rests upen them
to keep all Tiste and eatalogues af the kind well aut of
reach,
Public and Private
“The publie (school),” vemarks a sapient writer in
the Christehuvelh Star of Fehruary 23, 'is no more like &
private school than light is datkness.  The one pro-

duces independence ; the other submission ; one a leader,
the other a follower; one freedom and toleration, the
other slavery and superstition. The public school makes
good citizens, the private school makes goed bigots.’
Although this paragraph appears in a column osten-
sibly devoted Lo * Topics of the Day ' and is presumably
inteuded to be taken as editorial, we have grave doubts
as teits originality. 1t looks painfully like a scissors and
paste production from the pages of Robert Ingersoll,
or of some of the glib writers of his cheap and shallow
school,  But whoever the author 1s, it is certain that he
wriles without knowledge of his subject. 1lo may know
somefhing about the public schools, and of course he is
entuled to his own opinion regarding them. But un-
questiorably he has no extensive, first-hand, adequate
acquaintance with private schools, or he would never
liave perpetrated the swift and sweeping generations

above quoled.
*

Just by way of contrast let us cuote the considered
opiutont of one whoe has some claim to be regarded as
an authority ou the subject. The Ffon. Bird 8. Coler
{Protestant), formerly Comptroller of New York City,
has long been prominent in the pubiic and political life
of New York, aud 1s the author of several valuable
publications on cducstional subjects.  He has made a
Tong and careful sludy of the public school system, and
Lias mwade some attempl also to investigale the work
af the private sebools. He was at first opposed  to
beeause he thought the idea was un-
Ameviean, bhut he has now arvived al guite a different
conelasion,  Inoa recent address at the closing exercises
of <UL Patriek’s Acadeniv, Waterviiet, NUY., Mr. Coler
bore ihe [ollowing venerons testimonv: T have found
m the parish schools the saving prineiple whick has
been ciuntnaled o the public schonl svstem. 1 have
fornd i them o secular educaticn which, in every
recent test, has shown superior eflicieney over the public
sehoal education. 1 have Tound the des of authority
dominatiog woral instruetion. and the Ldea of Divinity
Ve zine neoral insiruction. 1 have Tound the idea of
personal responzibility to God pressed home upon the
A oo vonth. b know e other way ol makiug good
e T oean sav thaty ino s parish school system,
vone Churelr has buailt an dnstitation that makes for
{he conservation of the Amervican ideal of hife and govern-
went . The Cheisteliureh St paragraphist thinks that
the private sehonl nakes for slavery and superstition
ihe conent American avthoriiy declares that it makes
P the canservation of {he lichest ideals of Tife and
sovernment. CThe differenes o the verdiet is due to the
UilieFence in ihe equipment and competeney of the
}ll(_‘lg:('*-‘.

private schools,
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Bible in Schools and the General Elections

Tl Sewdbery € ross, a0 Methodist weekly edited by
T W I Fitehett and published in Melbourne, has
heen undertaking to enlighien Vietorian politictans on
the <ignificanee of the geveral elections held here in
Decemher Tnst. 11 is alwavs diflieuls for an outsider
aceurately io interprel the polities of a country, and it
i< not in the least surprising, therefore, to find Dr.
Pitehett falling mto divers blhimders,  TFirst of all he
cives some items of information which will certainly be
new to New Acalanders. F The political situation in
New Zeadand,” he writes, s duteresting, and is full
of warnine to some Victorian politicians, At the recent
cloctions in New Zealand Mr. Massey’s miajority was
almast complelely destroyed, to his own astenislinent,
amd thenwd he is sG311 in office, he is no longer in power.
e Tas a majority of only one, and Lhat one is doubtful.
N, Moo Moassey s furivus, and accuses ihe Bible-in-
Nehaols League of having wrecked Tis Winistry.” When,
whore, and liow did Mr. Massey display this fury, or
make 1he accusalion referred te?! We claim to have
reash all the published speeches of Mr, Massey since the
cloctions, and we defvy Dr. Fitchett to point to a single
utterance in which the Prime Minister displayed fury
over the result of the elections, or in which he accused
the Bible-in-Sclhiools League of having wrecked his
Ministry. On the contrary, Mr. Massey has never for a

Motor Cars for Hi“r;_

Our Hire Service is available for any distance day or n_ight.
Comfortable, roomy ears driven by competent drivers
Hire a car for early morning trains—save time and worry.



