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Adoration, which is the recognition of the sovereignty |

of God, is not, therefore, a fugitive act; it the per-
manent state of a heing conscious of his own origin.
On every page of the Seriptures Jelovall affirms Iis
sovereign dominion.  The whole cconomy of the Old
Law, the whole lListory of the Chosen People, have
the same end—te maintain Jehovah upon Ilis threne
and to ecast idols down. ¥ am the first and the last.
I am the Lord, and there is none e¢lse; there is no God
beside me. 1 form the light and create darkness, T
make peace and create evil.  Woe to him that gain-
sayeth his Maker, a sherd of the earthen pots. Shall
the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What art thou
making, and thy work is without hands?  Tell ve, and
came, and cousult together. A just Ged and a Saviour;
there is none beside me.’

Ab, did the proud reason of mankind dreaw that it
could dismiss our God? Did it smile in rony when,
through Christ and through 11is Chureh, He pronounced
the solemn words of expiation and of repentfance?  Vain
of fugitive successes, O light-minded man, fll of plea-
sure and of wealth, hast thou imnagined that thou
couldst suflice even to thyself ! Then was God set aside
in ablivion, then was e nisunderstoad, then was 1le
blasphemed. with acclamation, wand by thuse whose
a-llthOrily, wio=e tnlluence, whose power had ('hﬂ]'}_{@d
them with the duty ol causing s great Laws and s
grreat order tu be revered and obeyved. Anareliv tiien
spread amony the lower vanks of wankind, and mwany
sineere consciences were troubled by the evil ('.\::nnplc“.
Ifow long, © Lord, they woudered, how long wilt Thou
suffer the pride of rhis fniguite ! Or wilt Than finallv
justify the impious opinion that Thou earest nu mere
for the work of Thy hauds?
bolt, and, belield, all human foresivhl s =et at nouuht,
Euwvope trembles upon the hrink of destruction.

The fear of the Loerd 15 the beginnine of wisdem,

Many arve the thouchts tivet throng the hreast of
man to-dav. awd the chier of them all s ihis: God
reveals Tlirsell ax the Master.  The nations that wade
the attack, aud the untions that are warring 0y o=elf-
defence, alike corfess thewselves 1o be i the hand of
IHim without whomw nothine is nade, aothinge s done,
Men loeng wnaecustomed o praver wre Luriine acaia (o

A slroes fram a thunder-

God.  Within the Aviy, within the civil world, in
public, and within the ndividual conscience, there s
prayer.  Nov o is that praver today oaoword Iearnt Dy

rote, uttered Hohtiv hy the lip: i from 1he
troubled heart, it takes the Torm, ot the foer of God,
of the verv savcrifiee of life The beine of man i< oa
whole offering to (od. Thiz x waorship, this i fhe
fulfilment of the primal morval and relicious Law: the
Lord thy God shalt thou aderes and Tliwe onlv shall
thou scrve. And even those who murmue, and whnse
courare is not suflicient Tor =ubnission (o the hand that
smites us and saves vs.
ledge God 1o be thie Mazter, For if they Maspheme {lin,
they blaspheme Hin for s delav in closing with their
desires.

But as for us, myv brethren, we will adore THin in
the integrity of our souls, Nol vet do we see, inoall
its magnificence, the revelation of His wisdont, hut our
faith trusts ITim with 1w all. Before Ll justice we
are humble. and in s werey hopeful, With haly
Tabias we kirow that because we have =imned e has
chastised ws, but becauze e s merciful He will save
us.

=irees

even {hose i|n|s|il'iff\' ackinow-

Someruing To Expiate

Tt would, perhaps, be eruel Lo dwell apon our guilt
now, when we are paying o well and o nobly what we
awe. But shall we not confess that we have indeed
something to expiate?  Tle wha has received mucel,
from him shall mueh he required. Now, dave we say
that the moral and religions standard of our neople has
risen as ils economic prosperity has risen?  The observ.
ance of Sundav vest, the Sunday Mass, the reverence
for marriage, the restrainis of modestv-—what hal von
made of these!? Whal, even within Christian families,
had become of the simplicity practised by our fathers,
what of the spirit of penance, what of respect for
authority 2 And we, too, we priests, we religious. T,

the Bishop, we whose great mission it is to present in
our lives yet more than in our speech, the Gospel of
Christ, have we earned the right to speak to our people
the word spoken by the apostle to the nations: ‘ Be ye
followers of me, as I also am.of Christ’? We labor
indeed, we pray indeed, but it is all too little. We
should be, by the very duty of our state, the public
cxpiaters for the sins of the world.  But which was the
thing dominant in our lives—-expiation, or our comfort
and well-being as citizens? Alas! we have all had times
in which we, too, fell under God’s reproach to His
people after the escape from Egypt: ‘The beloved
grew fab and kicked : they have proveked me with that
whichh was no god, and T will provoke them with that
whiclh -is no people.”  Nevertheless, e will save us;
for Lie wills not that our adversaries should hoast that
they, and not the Eternal, did these things. * See ye
that I alone ami, and there is no cther God beside me.
[ will kill and T will make to live, T will strike and I
will heal”

God will save
doubt it,

Nay, vather, Tle is saving her,

Jelginm, my brethren: you cannot

Parriorisa 1x AcTiox.

Across the smoke of conflagration, acress the sieam
of bloud, have you not glimpses, do vou nol perceive
signs, of Tlis love for us?  Is there a patriot among us
who dues nol kuow that Belginin has grown great?
Nav. which of us would have the heart to cancel this
lnst. page of our national lListory?.  Which of us does
not exult 1 the hrightness of the glory of this shattered
nation 7 When in her throes she brings forth heroes,
cnr Mother Country gives her own energy te the blood
af those sons of hers, Tiet us acknowledge that we
veeded a lesson in patriotism. There were Belgians,
and iy such, who wasted their time and their talents
in utile quarrels of elass with elass, of race with race,
b s witie personal passion,

Yot when, on the 2nd of Auwusl, a mighty foreign
Power, confident in its own strengih and defiant of the
inith of treaties, daved 1o threaten us in ouv indepen-
denee, then did all Belgians. withiout difference of party,
aroof condition, or of origing rise up as one man, close-
ranzed abont their own Kinge and ther own Govern-
ment, and eried 1o the nvader: * Thon shalt not go
throuvli 7

Al e, instantdy, we were conscious of our own
patrviotisne,  For down within us all is something deeper
than personal interests, than personal kinships, than
party Teeline, and this is the need and the will to devote
cursclves 1o thal more ceneral interest which Rome
termed the publie thing, s pulifiva. And this pro-
Formed will within ns i< Patriotism,

Uur conntry is not s mere coucvurse of persons or
of fannlies inliabiting the same soil, having amongst
thew=elves relations, more or less intimate, of business,
af neighiborhend, of & community ol memeries, happy
or tnhappy. Nol so it is an association of living souls
sulijeet 1o social oreanisation to e defended and safe-
vuarded ab nll costs, even fhie cost of blood, under the
leadership of those presiding over ity fortwnes.  And it
is beeause of this general spivit that the people of a
country live a eommon 1ife in the present, through the
past, {hrouel the aspirations, the liopes, the confidence
B1oalife i eome, which thiey share together. TPatriotism,
an iuternal principle of order and cof unity, an organic
hand of the members of a nation, was placed by the
finest, thinkers of Greece and Rome at the head of the
natural virtues.  Arvistotle, the prinee of the philoso-
phers of antiguity, held disinteresied sevvice of the city
that is, the Sfate —~to be the very ideal of human duty,
And the religion of Christomakes of patriotism a positive
law : {here is no perfeet Christian who is not also a per-
feet patriot.  For our religion exalts the anticue ideal,
showing it to Dbe vealisable only in the Absolute.
Whence, in troth, comes this universal. this irresistible
impulse which ecarries at onece the will of the whole
nation in one single efiork of cohesion and of insistence
in face nf the hostile menace against her unity and her
freecdom? Whence comes it that in an honr all interests
were merged in bhe interest of all, and that a2l lives were




