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electors, be laid before the Tlouse in order that our
representatives might be heard thereon, The forms of
petition were received from the printers on Saturday,
signed by his Grace Archbishop O’Shea, Bisliop Cleary,
and 2485 other clectors on Sunday, and presented to
Parliament on its first sitting day (Lfucsday) thercafter.
The earnest wish of our people generally to return to
Parliament ouly those who would oppose the Refeven-
dum Bill in regard to religion in State schools has
materially assisted in the election of a very substautial
majority of members pledged to resist the passage of
any such measure.

Members will learn with pleasive ihat the crusade
against impure and anti-Catholic literature has been
rigorously prosecuted, aud that success has attended the
eflorts of your Federation in this regard, The prompt
action taken in rvespeel to an obuoxious article in the
magazine Neecoss produced s ample and  complete
apology, which was published in the ¢olunmns of the
Fabiet. In another case, the details of which have
been also published it the same jonrnal, the drastie
action of vour executive practically foreed the authori-
ties to prosccute the author and publisher of a most
disgusting and loathsome leatlet known as - The Re-
storationist.”  Thoe rvesult of this poseccution was the
infliction of fines and costs amouniinge in all (o =ome
F17. Your Execulive has rvecelved warm congraiula-
tions adike frowm non-Catholics aa:l sur own people 1pon
the suceessiul stand taken 1o this wnatier, Fedevatinn
officers 1n all the towns lirve ovidencod orsat cave in
regard to the bookshops and Hhrodes 1u the
distriets and the vesult of their faciful repoczentations
has been very marked. To fact U i< rare ovent
to find obnoxiows or ante-Catholie works expozed oy
sale, save in such shops as especlally et Tor the divty
class of trade. and to which wo vesvcornble pevson would
he likelv to wo,

The Taterature Conunitices of e Awekland and
Dunedin diocese have continiwd o do mooet effectnal
waork and have given very wseind hints aned alvice as 1o
suitable works of an educational
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greatly feel the need. Meo WP Maran seeretary
of the Weshminaer Fedovarion, stnies thus atior the
Tecture it iz hopeel ilan e ouen s will e earabli-led
in London, and that voue executive will clve the preject
every assistance,

The burcaux ac the head office hiave hoen very

much in request, but the u=edoiness ol Lhe aocotmodie-
tion bureau has been hampered B the fact that the
demand for middle-clacs atven 1 booard and
lodging, both as veeards visitors ol pernanent. par-
twewlarly n the case of Telx cooninge (o Wellineton tao
join the Govermment =evvice iz fav in exeess of the
stpply, Manv camployers have been sapplied with
employees hy the emplovment buveau, ol theve s
always a lavge dewmmnd for damestic assisiants, and 1
a lesser desvee for Tarm hnds, both hovs and men,
which demand cannot af present be supplicd, The
iimmigration hureau has ind o very aueces=toal term, All
oversea steanrers have been mel by the Tromieration
Committee, and thie new arrivals desiving omplovment
bave been speedily placed in gnnd situations, The
thanks of the excentive are tondered to the Tadioe tnoall
parts of the Dominion whn have, in responze to lele-
grams of advice, wet {he aversen givls and looked after
them on their arrival from Wellinoton.  The Catholie
Tmmigration Commitiecs lave alsn heen engaged in
looking after (he spivitual and tewporal welfave of
many young girls avriving from other parts of the Do;
minion, but are hampered by the lack of accammoda-
tinn. Tt is understood that the Aunckland and Christ-
church committecs ave contemplating the establishment
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of hostels under effictent charge, and the \xfellington
committee has instituted engquiries as to the provision
of such an institution.  The initial expense need not
necessarily be very large, but it is feared that unless
some of our well-to-do girl friends will lend their aid
this most desirable project must be deferred until the
financial outlook is brighter, but it is certainly a serious
position that Catholic girls should be obliged to enter
the hostels provided by other institutions.

Your executive is deeply thankful for the good work
done by Very Rev. Dean Regnault, 3. M., who, on his
vecent visit to England and lreland called on a number
of clergy and laity interested in immigration, and put
the needs of Catholics coming to this country before
them, with a scheme whereby the organisations under
their control—e.g., TFederation, Catholic Women’s
League, Hibernian Society, ete., could co-operate with
our Cathelic Emmigration Committee in New Zealand
in the work of earing for emigrants.

Samples of the leaflets aud pamphlets by the
Englhish Catlolic Truth Society veferred to in last report
have now arrived and are of a most servieceable nature,
The price is very low, ranging from sixpence, to three
nud sixpence per hundred, and it is hoped that parish
commitiees will see the desirahility of expending portion
of their fuuds on the purchase for free distvibution at
the churels daosrzs of & nunber of the leaflets, which are
most instroctive and educational on matters respecting
which gquestions ae often asked by the non-Cathelics.
Parish and branch secretaries have been communicated
with and samples forwarded wilh a recommendation that
supplies shiould he obtained through the Dominion Exe-
cutive. Tt 1z heped that a large order can be sent to
Britnin, and that thereafier regular supplies will be
renquived Jor distribution,

Rince last report the disastrous war in Europe has
brolken ont, and 1t 1g very pleasant to learn that our
Uatholie yvoung men have risen right voyally to the call
ol the pire for fighting men. The quota of cur
voung men who “have veluuteered and have left on

active service 15 very hivh: indeed, considering that
woeoean ondy elalng one-seventh of the population, the

proportion of Catholie snldiers in the Advance Guard
o the first and second Xxpeditionary Forces, and now
in the reinforeement  delachments is most gratifying,
and i a very satisfactory practical reply to the bigots
who guestion the lovalty of our community.  The exe-
cutive recomnmends that the subscriptions of all members
af the Federation on active szervice be considered as
paid, in order that their membership may continue
unhreken. [t will no donbt be s comforting thought
alifes 1o the parent= of our lnds and the bovs themselves
that they are held in daily remembrance by thousands
ar their fellow Federaiionists throughout New Zealand.
It may be mentioned that a liberal supply of religious
Hicrature was provided by fhe Federation for the use
af vur men while on the treopships, while the kindnesa
af manv Triends enabled wlentiful supplies of good
seenlar hooks, mauazines, and periodicals also to be put
on boaed for their benelit,  Recular supplies have also
heen sont to The cxecutive undertook to de-
frav the enst of Lhe neecessary ecclesinstical outft for
the chaplains who were sclected to accompany the forees,
aned with the assislance of egrants from the Wellington
clorgy and from each of fthe Dieccsan Councils (which
are oratefully acknowledged), the priests have been
arlequately supplied with all necessaries in this regard.
The oxerulive desives to acknowledge the courtesy and
consideratinn of the Minister of Customs, who directed
that the vestments and other reguirements for our chap-
lains weore to be admitted free of duty.

Tn connection with onr schools, matters have been
improved (by the 1914 Act) in respect to scholarships,
and given a fair-minded Minister of Education our boys
and girls will be able to take out any scholarships they
mav win at n Catholic secondary school, for cur colleges
and convent high schools must surely be approved by
the Minister as ‘cguivalent’ of any secomdary school
in the Dominion.  The Minister declined to allow the
winners of ¢ free places’ to take them out at Catholic
gecondary schools, and also ‘econld not see his way’ to
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