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Holy See. I have an cloquent testimony of these vir-
tues in the hearty manifestation of sympathy and ve-
spect to-day. The lrish missionary spirit has been, in
all countries speaking the English tongue, the great
factor in building up and extending the Churchk of
God. Aud that this country ig no cxception to the rule
Is proved by the many flourishing institutions of reli-
glon, education, and charity which abound throughout
the land.
Loyalty of Cathelics.

And among such institutions, this majestic femple
weall deserves the special mention you have made of it,
It has grown out of the soil on which the first Catholic
church in Australasia vested, and it will remain monn-
mcnlun qere perennivs of the faith and gencrosity of
the Cathelic peaple. 1t would be a great pleasure for
e to participate in the celebrations which are to mark
its final completion. T am not swepwised 1o hear that
thie Catholics under vour cave are devoted to the Crown
and Constitution. Catholies in every country have ever
been loyal to lawfully-constituted authurity, and when
they enjov so large a measuwre of liberiy aud prosperity
as in thiz country, as mentioned by vou, the State can-
not but expect from them their cordial co-operation,
Finally, T desive to thank vou fr the kind expressions
directed ti e pevsonalbv s and which Foreel deeply and
appreciate fullv.  Pernat me now to thank the cleygy
and laity of the archdiovese of Svdnev forr the words of
welcome addressed tw e by the Viear-General. Mon-
stornor Coonan. [ am very !mlm_\' to he now one of
vour fellow-citizen=, and | lock ferward 1o the enjoy-
ment of the many chavis of wour ety aaed zurroundings,
T am very pleased to heme of the vrest number of Ca-
tholic institutions in this archdioeese, the  Mother
Chureh of  Auztralia. Tt peaks very Gichly of the
zeal of the Avehbizhons and clevav, as well as of the
generosity and picty ol it peaple,

The Holy Father's Mewaoe,

This roval veception 1= divected . ot Lo e person-

ally, but ro hine wlonn b ohave the inor tn represent

among  vou, it oy heliwved Pt i, Boenedict
NV, In o hix ovame 1 ihank wodooalt When
he learns  that  wveu hove  henored  his o pepres
senfative <o Hehive he will vedofee i e nndst

of hils many smrows M Lord s Aventishops and
Bishops, a new pace bevine Coelav ane thie annats of the
Churell Tn Ausiralasia. Mav 0t b bt o eontinuation
ol the slovions paves alvend voinseribed ey v wnd vanr
predecessors, and pariienlarls by s Mmbnenee the late
Cardinal Moran.
and its people. This s the messave | hrine to vou from
our [MTolv Father, Denedict NV

Afl-t‘l' the conclusion of the coremony t e ]n'nf‘(w.uinn
of prefates left the <atictwary . and passerd dewn the aisle,
his Excellency blessinge the knecling eoncregation, the
cholr sincine (oo - Haliclulsh Choras,’

Aty Gad Bless vor alll this country,

CATHOLIC MEN'S CLUB, HOKITIKA

(From the club correspondent.)
February 23,

Chy Taesday evenineg, February 1o, the dpening of
St Mary's Clubrosms ook plice. A overy lavee num-
ber of people were present, and afl concratulated the
sceretary (Mo Lo Dwarmd and members of the elub on
the effeetive Lmprovements that had heen made. The
entertainment opened with o cuchre tonvnament, for
which four valuahble prizes were donated by Mrs, W.
Jellries. The winners of fhe ladies’ prizes were Mes-
dames W. Patvick and McCloud, and of the gentlemen’s
Messrs, Dunceoft and Wild. Musicat andd eloculionary
items were given by Mreo Richardeon. Misses [arvey,
and Messrs. Stopforth and Duddevidie  (of  Christ-
church).  Donalions to defrav expenses incarred by the
club in the improvemeuts of the rooms were received
from Messrs. J. Sullivan (L3 3s8) and J. Downey (£1
Is), and were gratefully acknowledged.

Y When shopping with our advertisers, say—
‘T saw your advertisement in the Tables.’.

CATHOLIC FEDERATION

REPORT OF THE DOMINION EXECUTIVE.

The half-yearly meeting of the Dominion Council
of the N.Z. Catholic Federation took place at the
Federation offices, Wellington, on Wednesday, February
24.  The session was attended by representatives from
eacl of the Diccesan Councils, and was continued until
a Jate hour in the evening. A full report of the
proceedings will appear in our next issue.  The half-
vearly report of the Dominion Exceutive, which was
adopted by the Council, was as follows:—

Duaring the past six months twelve meetings have
been held and the operations of the Executive have been
attended  with considerable success. The  Rev.
Father  O'Connell, having  ascertained that the
rules  contained  no  provision  for the appoint-
ment of a chaplain 1o the executive, counld not
see his way te accept the position which he was asked
to fill, as mentioned in the last report. 1llowever, due
notice of motion has been given for the amendment of
the rvules in this direction, and the exccutive trusts
shortly to have the benefit of the servives and adviee
of a4 Rev. Father in this capacity,

The suceess of {he enormions mecting of protest
against the proposals contained in the Bille in State
Scehools Referendunn Bill, which was beld in the great
Town ITall on the evening prior to the council's last
meeting, wiil long be remembered by all who were
privileved to be preseut.  The attendance was so great
that long prior to the time for commencing cvery seat
was occupled and hundreds were unable to gain ad-
mittance. The attendance included delegates from
every parish in the Wellington archdiocese, and repre-
sentatives from all partz of the Dominion from Auck-
land to Tnvercargili. The exceutive tenders its grate-
ful thanks to all who assisted, especially to the speakers
whese efforts aroused so preat an enthusiasm, and to
Alro Teidor Mount, who plaved the prand organ during
the waiting period.

During the period nnder review fhe most important
work has necessarily been the provision of a properly
orgaitussd opposition within Pavliament, and throughout
the Duominion to the propozals of the 1Bible-in-Schaols
Leagre to Toree upen Parlinment a Bill of a most unjust
and aniguitens najure so far as the Catholie Church is
coneerned. Your exceutive was singularly fortunate
tr having at the head of this movement his Lordship Dr.
Clear sishop of Auckland, of whose literary and
Torensic efforts 1 wonld he diflicult to speak in too high
terms. Owiir 1o lis magnificent work as a writer
vour executive has been enabled {o civeulate very many
thousands of pamphlets, leallets, ete., which have been
cazeriv sought for, not only by Catholics, but by those
miside our eommunion who are opposed to tyranny
and injustive,  The Tavorable vesults of the efforts of
thie Pedervation pnder its distinpuished leader is a matter
of universal knowledee, and Catholics througheout the
Dominion are to be congratulated thereon.

Asowill be readily understaod, this happy result
was ot achieved without a very lavge amount of work,
the defails of which are nol apparent on the surface,
As the Parliamentavy reporter of the VX, Pubiler, the
oreaniser had the press privileges of the llouses of
Parliament, and was thereby cnabled to come into
close personal conlact with wmembers of both branches
of the Tegislature, and to explain the position taken up
by vour Federation wmore fully than could have been
dona by lengthy correspondence. Buch  necessary
operations reguired your Executive to postpone the
further ereanising visits of the seeretary to the districts of
Canterbury, Westland, Nelsan, Maribovough, and else-
where until a later date.  This is greatly regretted, but
wnder the existing urpent circumstances it was unavoid-
able. -

As showing the earnestness and vigor of the clergy
and laity alike in this matter, it may be mentioned that
it was decided to present a further loeal petition to
the TTouse praying that the alleged petition of the Bible-
in-8chonls Teagne, said fo have heen signed by 140,000




