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diction.  If any evidence of this spirit of faith and
generosity were needed, it would be tfound in the insti-
tutions of religion, education, and charity, which
abound throughout this young iand. We are confident
that his Ioluess will be consoled and gratified when
your Excellency, after having acquired a full know-
ledge of the condition of the Chureli 1n Australasia, will
be able to assnre him that “‘the Lord hath done great
things for ws,” and that il the pioneer priests and
people ‘“‘sowed in tears, now we reap in joy.”’

' The majestic temple in which we are asserubled—
the Mother Church af Australasia—although still uu-
finished, is in itself an epitome of the history of the
Church in this country.  Undertaken by the first Arch-
bishop of Sydney; greatly advanced by his scholarly
successer ; and brought to its present stage by the illus-
trious Prince of the Church whose remains it enshrines ;
we trust that its completion will be one of the memor-
able events in the celebration of which vour Excellency
will have the pleasure of participating. We need
scarcely assure your Excellency that the Catholic peaple
confided to our care are devoted lo the Crown and Con-
stitution wuder whicl: they enjoy so large a measwre of
liberty and prosperity, and that generally harmonious
relations exist between Church and Stale.

“In conclusion., we beg to congratulate vour Exeel-
lency en vour advancemenl to vour present high and
respansible position.  The experience vained in other
lands, and the marked appreciation of vour lofty charace-
ter and ability enteriained by the Bishops of Ameriea
as well as by the TLolv See. streugthen cur ennfidence
that, with God's blessing, vour sojourn among vs will
be crowned with the happiest results.’

ADDRES: FROM TUE CLERGY AND LAITY.

The fotlowing address from the olergy and Tany
of the archdiveese of Sydney was read by the Rigihn Rev,
Moansignor . L. Coonan, .. V.G

fMay it please vour Excellenex, -The privilege of
first approach to vour presence lafls to the lot or this
diocese—the mother diveese  of  your  jurisdiction
througl: the fortnnale circunstances of  your arrivil
in this southern Jand through cur port. Now, fu veur
official prezenve as Delecate of the Sovereivn Pontifi, we
experience a scnse of relisious reverenee, conrbined with
loving devetion, whieh ave inspired by the Faith of
our Fathers™ iu Christ and Uiz Viear, an inheritanee
from the old lands, which 1 dearver 1o ws than life
itself. The charge reed My fwmbs. Jeod My sheep”
was confided to Peter by e o Whom, even as nwan,
all power in heaven and oo ecarth was viven,  Fron
Peter this comnmission passed. aecording 1o the manifest
intention of our Divine Lowdo 1o Deter™s successos
throughout atl  wencerations, to Linue, Cletus, andd
Clement of the first contury, awed theoueh the nnbroken
line of Popes down to the voignine Pontill - Benedict
XV, By Plus X. of holy memory this portion of
the Cathole fold was erceted into an Apustolic Dele
gation, and by hinn vour Fxeelleney wis appointed as
its first incwmbent. Yours, theretore, 1o will be to
safeguard anong us the bonds of wnity, both e faith
and discivline.  Yours with
that er/ot which emanates from the aetual exereise of
supreme eeclesiastical Jurisdiction.

CA century age the Citholie Churel e Australasia
consisted ol a few thousand alllicled <ouls. without a
single pricst.  Bighty vears aco Che fivst Bishop arrived
in Svduey. His clerov were few, and his flock seat-
tered. Churches and schools had to be built,. Theve
were o nuus.  But wow in the episeopate of the Tonrth
Archbishop of Svdney, the [aithful nuwnber  over
205,000 : the chiurches count 9@ secular and regular
clergy ameant to 229 : there are 218 religious Brothers,
1496 nuns, 3 seminaries, 33 colleges, B3 superior day
schools, 209 primary schools, aud 33 charvitable inslitu-
tions.  These figures stand Lo the credit of the arch-
diocese of Sydney ouly, over and above which your
Excellency’s jurisdiction comprehiends several  Avch-
bishoprics, numerous Bishoprics, over 1100 priests, 5500
nuns, 360 religious Brothers, and 863,000 Cathaolics.

¢ Finally, your Excellency will permit us to con-
gratulate you upon having been chosen aund sent by
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the ‘Chair of Peter as our first Apostolie Delegate.
‘ Blessed i1z he that cometl: in the nane of the Lord, to
direct our feet in the way of peace.”” We pray that
your term of office may be [ruitful for religion and en-
joyable to yourseli. The choice of a residence is, of
course, reserved to the lioly See; but wherever in the
future your official residence may be located, we, your
devoted children, the clergy and laity of Zyduey, shall
rejolee in having had the provideatial privilege of being
the first diocese within youwr jurisdiction to lay our
greetings at your feet.’
HIS EXCELLENCY REPLIES.

His Bxcellency, in replying te the address, said:
Allow me, in the tirst place, to congratulate you on the
recoguition and high honer which you have received
frou the 1Toly See, through the erection of the Apos-
tolic Delegation for Australasia.  The fact that you
have now o persenal representative of the Holy Father
amonyg you s at onee a great diguily and a recognition
et the marvellons work accomplished by you under the
Southern Cross.

Wihen the great Ponliff Leo XITIL, nearly twenty
years ago, established the Apostolic Delegation for the
United States of Awmerica, he said: 1 am going to
treal Ameriea as the greatest meonarchies and empires
have been treated s [ n guing to send there a perma-
tent Apostelic Delegale the wonderful development of
the Catliolic Church there requires it; the episcopate,
clergy. and people deserve 1t The saiuntly  Pontiff
Pros N oused nearly the sine words when he issued a
deeree last year by whieh the Apostolic Delegation was
crected For Austealia, New Zealand, and Tasmania.
You know bevter than 1 how much he loved this dis-
tant portion of his flock.  When [ had the consolation
of kneeling at Iz feet -Just 2 mouth before he departed
this life -1 heard from his lips most affectionate words
ovour regard: My dear children of Australasia,” he
=aid, are furthest from Reme, but nearest to my
heart,” You have now a lasting pledge of his affeetion
nt the evection of the Apostolic Delegation,

Benedict NV, cloriously reigning, suceeeded Pope
Pine Xooon the Throne of Peter, and 1 can assure vou
thad his interest v and lns affection for von are not less
than that of hix prodecessors. - At s feet | learned how
piiel be has at heart this new fouudation, and what
creat Froit b expectz Trom 0. i, however, T must
caneratudate vou on the vreat honor vou have received
fromm the TInlv see, T ocannot congratulate vou on this
clection of the first accupant of tlie Apostolie Dele-
I ean wsae von sineerely, that anybody else
who would have heen selected for this high office would
have been better qualified than veour humble servant.
However, T lad ta obove when T owas senl to be your
firat Apustolic Delevale.

The eovdial welrome 1 oveceived on my arrival, and
the maunitieent reception te-day, have baunished all
fectines of fear and anxiety, and have made me feel
quite ar hwme. 0 have heen present at many receptions
af the kind in various countvies, but T can state with
trach that nene T saepassed this one,

cation.

Apprecition ol Welconme.

[Eds to e e great vonsolation and a great honor
tie e surrvunded ooy arrival by so many of the
Avehbishops and Rishops of Australasia, and in addi-
tion by =0 many of {he distinguished clergy and laity
of this Tair Jand. 1 is fmipossible for e to express
as 1 owould wish my sentiments of gratitude to his Grace
the Avehbishop of Sydoev, and to the venerable Arch-
hishop of Melbourne, and to all the other Archbishops
and Bishops. Nov can | {ully express my deep appre-
clation of the welece extended te me by the civil
anthorities. 1 ceuld not have expected {rom them a
treatment more gracious or more expressive of the good
feelings which 1 trust will always characterise our re-
lationships. I wish te thank in particular the hier-
archy for the kindly and inspiting sentiments expressed
in their address. For Joug years, my Lord Archbishops
aud Bisheps, T have kuown of your labers and of the
qualities of mind and heart that you brought to your
work, as well as of vour loyalty and devotion to the



