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moment admitted that his Ministry was ° wrecked.’
As to the causes of his diminished majorily, the public
has heard much regarding an alleged alliance between
Liberalism and ‘Red-Fedism,” but not a word from
Mr. Massey about the Bible.in-Schools League as a
factor in tle matter.

*

Then we are told that My, Muassey ‘ hedged’ on the
Bible-in-scheols question, and that this cost him public
respect and many Bible-ir-schools votes. * It did not
disarm his opponents,’ says our Victorian mentor, * but
it chilled the zeal of his friends. 1% was claimed as
showiug that the Cabinet was opposed to the Bible-in-
schools, and this, no doubt, influenced the votes of
many members of the Bible-in-Schools League. As one
keen judge puts it: ** Had My, Massey taken a definite
line in granting us the referendum, he would have had
an assured majority behind him to-day. But he vacil-
lated. lle proved himself a piece of putiy in the hands
of Rome. The sccularist apposition was neisy, deter-
mined, and virulent, but it was very carefully en-
gineered by Rome, which put the secularists into the
fronmt.”” " It is very flattering, of course, to find *Rome
credited with all this supernatural cleverness, hut we
are afraid we cannot accept the vompliment.  So rav
as the Bible-in-schools issue aflected the eleclions it is
perfectly clear that, breadly speaking, it was 3r. Mae
sex's support of and not his opposition o the Bible-ii-
schools propesal which weakened his posttion  in the
country. Idere ave the facts: (13 Ar. Massev, after at
first announcing that he had alwavs stood by the seenlar
system aud would continue to do sn, subsequently - vir-
tually promised ™ (to use Drv. (Hibh's oxpression}  a
Referendum Bill 1o a Bible-in-Schools [Leacue deputa-
tion, and practically invited tle Teavue to supply him
with a statemeut of the izsues which they desived o
have submitted.  (2) The Tton. J. Allen, a leading
member of Mr. Massex's Ministrv, fulfilled the Pre-
mier’s virtual promise, and brought in a Relicious
Tustruction in Schouvls Rererendum Bill containine < he
exact issues demanded by the League, (3) 1u the divie
sion in the [House or Representatives in regard 1o (he
Education Committee’s report vy the Bill, AMe, Maussey
himself voted with the Bikle-in-zehools sapportervs, amd
ouly one member of lix Ministry voted arainst them.
(4) Prior vo the elerttans Mr. Mussey had o magority
of eight 1u the llnuse: aftor his dallving with the Bilile-
in-schools party he has been returned with a nujoriiy
of ouly two. and even that i not as vet abeolutely cor-

tain.  There /v a warnine iu all this for the prliticians
—both Vietorian and New Zealand - but (he danwer

signal points in a very diffcrent divection Trom thut
indicated by Dr. Fitchet.

Uerman Catholics and the War

An anouymous correspondent, with a very obvions
hias, writing o woeek or two avo in Vhe Tarapules el
asked the question: “I[ the Centre Party hold the
balance of puwcer in Germany what have they done with
it? And why arc they not, at the present time, able
to protect their clergy and cathedvals ¥ Anopymous
conmnunications of this kind wmre as a vule not worthy
of any very serlous attention : hud as there may be soeme
perplexity in the minds even of our nwa peeple in ve-
gard to the attitude of German Cathinlics towards Cor-
many's military policy it may nob be amiss (o bring
under notice one or two facty that will help to make
clear the pesition.  With regard to the mad race in
armaments which preceded the present evisis, Gernuman
Catholies were as powerless as English DProtestants 1o
prevent such a policy.  Both countries were more ar
less the victims of an inflamed public opinion.  Eng-
land rightly deemed it necessary, as a mcasure of self-
preservatiou, to maintain a predominant navy to pro-
tect her island sheres. Germans were led {o believe
that their only safety agaiust England’s overmastering
sea power was to make their own navy stronger and
ever yeb stronger. So long as Germany went on build-
ing Dreadnoughts, England must follow suit. So long
as England continued building, Germany could not

stand still. And so the insane competition went on, to
the unspeakable injury of both, With regard to the
actual declaration of war against Russia, there can be
no doubt that the German Catholics, like the German
Protestants, were led to believe that the sole object was
to enable Austria to inflict punishment on Servia for
the muvder of the heir to the throue. To the vast
majority of them the subsequent invasion of Belgium
must have been a hateful step, bub it was a military
measure which they had neither the power nor the
opportunity to prevent.
*

So far as the atiacks on cathedrals, convents,

priests, cte., are concerned, it only needs to e said
that tho Catholics of Germany wele and still ave in-
aware of the magnitude of the crimes for which {heir
country is answerable. Does the anonymous simpleton
who disports bimself in the Tavanali paper really sup-
pose that detailed and definite information of the as-
sassinations of priests, of the burning down of historic
Crtholie eities and churches, and of the numerous other
cutrages inflicted on the (atholics of Belgium is
allowed to yeach the German people, either Catholic or
Protestant ' ITe ought by this time to know bLetier,
Lo is little more than a week aro that the cables gave us
the testimony of an Enghish govarness who lhad just
returned  to Loudon  after seven vears’ residence in
Beviin, and who declares that “during  her stay in
Bervtin she did not hear a single word of the German
alrocities tn Belgium.” A very diffevent sort of pabu-
hu s served up for Germans, both ilnside and
outsidle of Germauv.  Here is a specimen, taken from
A Jearzome publicatiog culied  Fatherland, which has
bheen established in the United States for the express
purpose of  providing Anwerican Germans  with  thae
“trath 7 orewarding the war.  After 1'0fcrring‘ to the
Enelish prisuners captured by the Germans, Father-
feod proceeds o Thoese Fnelish prisoners have treated
cur roops like savages. Thev threw up their hauds.
allowed our Juen to come within fiftv vards of their
prosition, then <hof them down like dogs. With hooked
Lladex and iron liooks they tare open the wounds of the
captired wonnded and ento el throats, What T am
telling vou is the result of oflicial nquiry. With such
beast= our brave {roaps are compelled 1o fight.
The Gemipadinziiyr has veceived veporls, baged  on
official Tnvestication. that Fnalishmen bored ont the
cves of wounded Germans with corkserews.’ Fed uyp
with stull like this, awd kept entirely i the dark as to
the rveal facts vevarding atvocities, the silence of the
German people both Peotestant and Catholie—in re-
vard o the German conduct of the war is quite easily
understood.  For the vest, it is =atisfactory to note
that German Catholics have Lad the comrage to make
their wvoice heard clearly amd strongly in protest against
(e Tosane and diabolical vospel ol hate which 1s being
preached by the represevtatives of German  kultur’
e the Fatherland s The Catliolic press of Germany,’
savs aocable in Friday's papers.  has endorsed the Ger-
man clerieals’ arvticle (7 aftitude) deploving the hatred
against Eugland as un-Chriztian. immoral, and unworthy
of the German nalion.’

the

During the course of aw inleresting interview with
a member of the Frecwn's Jovrnal stall, his Excel-
leney the Apostolic Delegate stated that it was his
intention to have a pernanent residence in Sydney.
We now learn that his Excelleney has favorably cou-
sidered the splendid mansion of the lale 1on. John
Hughes, *Rockleigh Grange,” North Sydney, for his
future lionic here. The sile is probably the most pic-
turesque one in the Northern Suburbs.

Many & leading article has been * helped aleng’ by
MILD DERBY TOBACCO. Journalists like it because
'tis neither too light nor too dark—promotes ideas with-
oub worrying the palate. In tins or plug—try it
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