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COMMERCIAL

Wellington, February 22.

The High Commissioner cabled on February 20
(the quotations, unless otherwise specified, are the
average market prices on spot):—-

Meat.—Good demand continues for all descriptions;
market firm, owing to reduced supplies in consequencs
of the dock strike during the week. The strike las
now terminated, and work has been resumed.

Mutton.—Supplies of Canterbury are on hand.
North Island, 5 13-16d ; best quality cwes, H3d.

~ Lamb.—No supplies of Canterbury on haud; other
than Canterbury, 74d.

Beef.—ITindquarters, 64d; fores, 6d. Chilled beef
in limited supply. Tlindquarters, T2d; fores, 63d.

Butter.— Market quict at a decline.  Danish, 139s
to 136s; New Zealand, 128s to 132s: Australian, 126s
to 130s. Siberian, 15,000 casks expected from Viadivos-
tock during next week.,  Argentine, no arrivals.

Cheese.—Market, steady at a decline.  The Cana-
dian supply is runuing short. White colored, 89s 1o
92s; New Zcaland, white coloved, 868 to 88s. A
quantity of United States cheese is on the market, and
is quoted at 8is to 86s.  Australian cheese continues
to arrive, bub the Essex’s cargo 1s not available.

Hemp.— Market  firm. 1t advanced  suddenly
owing to a difficulty regarding tonuage. Light ship-
ments of hemp are expected from Penang.  New Zea-
land fair grade, £29: falr current Mauila, £35. For-
ward shipment: New Zealund good faiv grade, £31 10s,
fair grade £29 10:: fair curvent Nanila, £33, The out-
put from Manila [or the week was 23 000 hales.

Woel.—Market strong.

Wheat.—Market s versy errativ, and duoring fle
last week prices Buctuated feomm 605 to 655, There 1 a
fair trade doine, avd holders arve {iro. There are plentv
of buvers. Canadian, 63s: Anterican. 3= {any posie
tion}; Argentine, &ls (February-Mareh shipment).

Messrs. Steonach, Mormis, and Co., Lid., repon
for week ended Tuesday, Fobruary 23, as Ddlows:
Rabbitskins. - We heid our forcivindy sale vesterday,
when we offered a tull extalveue and competinion wi.
very keen. Quotations: First winter does, 1o 17d
second winter does, [od te P2d: fivst winter bucks, G
143d ; spring bucks, 6ld to 7l avtwmn and ineoming,
to 9%d; Ist winter Dlacks 1o 2Ud: Jawns, to loid:
borschair, to 22d per b, Bheepskins, At the sale to-
day we offered a laree catalogue to a full attendance
of buyers and competition was keen thiroughouwt.  Quo-
tations: Best haltbred, 10Ld to J0id; moedium, 8ld
to 10d ; inferior, 81d to 9d: best fine erosshred, to T0d s
coarse crossbhred, to 105d; medimm to good, 91d to Tud:
inferior, 8Ld to 9d; best yuerino, te 8Ld: mediam, Uil
to 6%d; lambskins, to 9id per Ih. Flides,  Our next
sale will be held oun the 25th mst.  Tallow aud Fat.-
We held our weekly sale on Saturday, 2000 inst, There
was a full attendance of buyers aud keen competition.
Best tallow in tins, to 225 6d: medivn 1o gooed, 183
to 19s 6d; wmferior 17s to 17s 6d; vough Tat, good from
15s to 16s, inferior 14s to 12s. Oats. Bupplies are
light, and there is a keen demand Tor all sorts, more
especially for milling samples. Quotatious: Prime mill-
ing, 3s 11d {o 4s; good to best fecd, 3s 4d to ds 11d
per bushel (sacks extra). Wheat.—Very few sales have
been made so far, growers holding oft till after thresh-
ing, There is a strong inguiry, hut prices are barely
yet established. Chalf.- Supplies have not been coming
to hand as freely consequently the market 15 firmer.
Quotations: Prime oalen sheaf, £5 15s 1o LG: choice
black oat, to £6 5s; medium, £5 to £3 10s per ton
(sacks extra). DPotatoes.—Supplies have been coming to
hand more freely and the markel is a shade ecasier.
Quotations: Best tables, £7 to £7 10s; medium, L6 to
£6 15s per ton (sacks in).

Messrs. Donald Reld and Co. revert as follows: —

We held our weekly sale of grain and produce on Mon-
day, when values tuled as under:—QOats. —Prime Gar-

tons and sparrowbills are in better demand, and can
be readily placed at quotations. Lower grades, al-
though not so keenly sought after, meet ready sale.
Supplies are not heavy, and we have good inguiry for
all classes.  Prime milling, 3s 11d to 4s; good to best
feed, 3s 9d to 3s 11d; inferior to medium, 3s 6d to
3s 8d per bushel (sacks exira). Wheat.—A few sales
Liave been made on trucks at couniry stations, but most
growers are not inclined to sell until threshing begins.
All sorts have good inguiry, but prices have not yet
hecome established. Potatoes.-—The market is more
fully supplied, and late quotations are bharely main-
tained. Freshly-dug lots alone are in {favor with
buyers, and any stale lots are difficult to place.  Best,
£7 to £7 10s; others, £6 to £6 155 per {on (sacks
inrcluded). Chalf.—Moderate supplies are coming to
hand.  TLocal stocks are still fairly heavy, and but for
this fact values would certainly be higher. Prime oaten
sheaf is in most request, aund sells at £5 153 to £6;
choice black oat, £6 to £8 5s; medium, £5 to £5 10s
per ton (sacks extira).

WEDDING BELLS

MDONALD—-DOUGHERTY.

(From a correspondent.)

A very interesting wedding was celebrated in 8t,
John's Church, Ranfurly, on Monday, February 1.
The contracltitg parties were Mr. Michael McDonald,
of  Wanganui, and Miss Anuic Dougherty, eldest
dauglter of Mr. J. Dougherty, of Gimmerburn. A
lavee number of friends were present at the ceremony,
which was performmed by the Rev. Father MeMullan.
The bride was wiven awayv by her father, and was attired
in a stylish grey costume, trimmed witl silk, chiffon,
and pearts, with hat to mateh, and she carried an ivory-
covered prayer bouok, with streamers of satin ribbon and
orange Desseois. The bridesinand, Miss 8. Dougherty
feonsine of the bride), wore a tangerine embroidered
voile froelke with hat to mateh of crincline and satin,
friimmed with coses, and carricd a bouguet of roses and
AieDonald (brother of the
bridegroon:) was best man. After the breakfast, which
was partaken of at the vesidence of the bride’s sister
(Mrs. J. Mabtolland, “ Mavfield 3, the happy couple
Bie by mnlor car for Palmerston ex ronfe for 1)-nne-
vieke and Warganui. " The bride's {ravelling enctume
was bloe, velieved withh oriental silk eollar and cufls,
and blue and eream hat trimmed with cerise feathers.
The presents were both numerons amd valuable, in-
eluding several cheaues, and alse a silver tea set pre-
cented by the mentbers of the Gihmmerbwrn Football
Club,

asparagils fery. Mr. K.

Greymouth

(From an occaslonal correspondent.)
February 18.

In the Public Sorvice Examinations the following
pupils of St. Mary’s High School, Greymouth, were
successful : —Leo  1liggins, Mary Moore, and Eileen
Leamy. Another pupil of the school, Gwen MeCarthy,
passed the Junior Scholarship Examination and gained
a board scholarship. She also won the Sedden mem-
ortal medal, which is awarded to the girl who obtains
highest marks in Knghsh and arithmetic at the Jumor
National Scholarship Examination. This much-coveted
medal is compsted for by candidates throughout the
Grey district, and this is the second year in succession
in which it was won by a pupil of St. Mary’s School.
A third success gained by Gwen McCarthy was the
winuing of the Bevilacgua gold medal and prize.

In the country centres, states the latest report by
the Labor Departmentf, work continues to be plentiful.
In many of the smaller towns therc were no applicants
for employment, and in others all men applying were
placed in positions. \




