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Notes

—_—
The Diplomats and the Organ-Grinder

At the fashionable Metropolitan Club in Washing-
ton, according to the correspondent of the IL.onden
Telegraph, they are telling the following story at the
expense of Count Bernstorll, the German Awmbassador
‘ An Italian, with a hand-organ, stopped in front of
the German Embassy aud began playing the “‘Mar-
seillaise.”” The Italian played the air vnce, twice, and
was in the muiddle of the third round, when Count
Bernstorft called a flunkey, gave him a dollar, and told
him to give it to the organ-prinder, and teil him to an
to the French Embassy and play the Wacht am
Rhein.””  The flunkey went out (o the organ-grinder
and exhorted lim to stop plaving, and offered the
dollar. The Italian told him ke would take the dollar
and stop playing after he had played the ““Marscillaise’’
once more.  lle said that he had to do this, as M.
dusserand had given him two dellars 1o play it five
tunes in frout of the Germun Bmbassy’

—_—
Ireland and the War

Wihen referring to this topic some few weeks ago
wo poluted out the disastrous effect upon Home Rule
which would follsw i1 Irelund held aloof in the present
crisis, and expressed the view that there were strougr
grounds both of policy and of principle 1o an attitade
of cordial co-operation on the part ot Lo<h National-
ists. We nnte that g recenl baportan speech at
Tamerwl Mr. Jolie Redwond has bosn
Ly the same point. Adier reviewinn npwards of
12,000 Natvonal Volunteers e the spacions Greenpark
racecuurse il presentivg the colors to the Binerick
battalions, Mr  Hedmond,
crowds  vatheredl vovn:dl the piattorm, declared 1has
every day that possed showed Ut the atitade of their
leaders was an absolutely necessary one. The Home
Rule Act was not. in the Kaiser's word o o serap o
paper,” to be torn up: owis oo sclann irealy heiween
tie people of Great Beitain and Teeluud, and Freland
would cover hersell with ishionor iF <he went baeck on
her pledge. Annther reasan Do thad adtitude was the
terits of the war.  After veading of (he destraclion of
churelies and catbiedrals, o Belonnn and Iranee, andd
the murder of pricsls amd veos, was thers an Deishman
hving whao would ot endeavar b mmiatain vicht and
justice and punish these orimes! Was there o Cathalie
Irshnian who wonld st Blush with shamee 11 it eould be
satd that the only Irishmen who cime to the snecor of
the friendly Catholic wativn  of  DBelgian  were  {le
Orange Volunteers from Ulster!  Happiiv, (heve was
no such danser at this moment, heeanus=e Ireland hadd
150,000 men of Trish birth with the o o, and the
Irish Brigade was rapidly filline up. When fhe war
was over and the small nations of Fiurepe were vindi
cated and Prussian militarisin was dead, then Treland
wourld be able to boast that oven out of proporiion e
her means she haed vindicated the valor of her sons. A
third reason coull be summed up in the word * poliey)”
1f when the war was over it cauld he fruly satd that
whereas the Volunteers from Ulster liad dane iheir
duty, the South and West of Ireland lisd refused, he
asked them what they thousht the effert would he when
the Amending Bl was considered.  1le would not press
that argument too far, hut it was rizht that he should
point it out.
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Twae War ltems

There are two personal items in Monday's war
cables whiclh are not withoul interest. The incidents
have doubtless been a little cmbroidered in the telling,
bubt it is not improbable that the main Ffacts are sulb-
stantially as stated. The first concerus one of the
French soldier-priests, regarding wham we have had
something to say elsewhere in this issue.  ‘ Paris re-
parts,” runs the cable, ‘that the French colonial troops
made attacks on an Important position and suffered
severely. A battery of 75’s, commanded by an enor-

mous captain, clean-shaven, supported them. . The
captain climbed a tree -and made observations, and the
Germans were speedily annihilated. The captain.was a
priest, and after the battle he celebrated Mass in a
ruined barn, preaching a stirring sermon and exhorting
the soldiers to pray for those German gunuers who had

just heen exlerminated.’
-,

The other describes an Trishman’s dash and dariug :
¢ O’'Leary, a crack shob, and formerly of the Mounted
Pohee of Canada, led the assault of the Irish Guards
in the brickheld engagement at La Bassee, 150 yards
away. lle easily outstripped his compamons, and, when
nearing the Germar trench, he dropped to the ground
and npicked off ithe whole five of the crew of a machine
gun before they could slew the gun. Then he reached
the second harricade and shot three more. His com-
rades completed the rout, aud the brickfield was cap-
tured in half an hour. TTad ihe Germans been able to
use the machine gun the whole of the company might
have bheen wiped out. VLeary brought in  three
prisoners.”  DPoubtless we will get full particulars later;
aud if the facls are as stated, there is a decoration iu
sicht for O’ Leary.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

The Very Rev. Dean Smyth, 5.M. (Provincial),
pated a brief visit to Dunedin last week.

The annual collection on behalf of the Seminary
Tund takes place at Ht. Joseph's Cathedral and the
stthurban chuwrelies of the pacish on Sunday.

Mroo B Lo Poppelwell (Gore), president of the
Dominion Comneil of the Catholic Federation, and Mr.
T J. Hussey, treasurer of  the Duwnedin Diocesan
Couneil, left Tor Wellington in the early part of the
week For the purpose of altending the half-yvearly mect-
iy ol the Domndon Counetl,
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| We do not kold ourselves rezponsible for opiniom
ezpresxed by our correspondents. )

CATHOLIC READERS.
To TEE Ebnrron.

=i Permit me to seeond Father O Brien's en-
tleavor. e your dssue of the Tth inst., in bringing to
the notice of the Catholic Federation the fact of the
existence and, in my opinion, the great educational and
relictous wortle of the Cetfiolie Kdueation Series hrought
aut by the Kdueation Departinent of the Catholic Uni-
versity of Ameriea (Catholie Educational Press, 1026
Ghuneey street, Brooklands, Washington, D.C., U.8.A ).

Although Awmertean, the series is Catholic in every
In the words of a writer in the January num-
bevr of The Cathic/ie Fdueativnal Rerview, ‘ii‘.,’ J‘Cfel_‘l‘illg
tos the first book of the series, “1s planned in accordance
with the psvehological laws that govern the minds of
elildren.”  The same 1s {rie of {he remaining books
of the series.

1 bapupen to have a sel before me, and, further-
more, [ have seen a sel used most successfully in one
convenl school in this country.  The Sister in charge
assures mo that the ebildren of the school in gquestion
are delighted with the books. They give a living
mterest to the drv nethods tao long In vogue in the
teaching of the mast abstract and, therefore, the most
difficult of all the school subjects.

The only diffienlty T see 1n ihe wav of Introdueing
the series into our schools is the seriouy one of expense.
Not that the series s unduly dear, but, owing to the
number of the books and the nature of their pet-up——
they comprise, for instance, songs wilth inusic, and
numerons sepia reproductions of masterpieces, domestic
and reliplous—the cost 1s necessarily somewhat high.
‘Still, even one set in a school in the hands of capable
teachers should, I think, prove invaluable in brighten-
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