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little picture of patrolling work at sea: “Of course there
have been various alarms, when we have had to rush
to our stations.  But they are generally caused by some
ham-handed marine firing a gun by mistake, or by some
swiveleyed look-cut seeing one of our own ships and
thinking it the enemy, or wistaking a treacle-tin for
the periscope of a submarine.’ Or what could take us
nearer to the heart of things than this description, in
the earlier stages of the campaign, of the lrish Guards
at Compitgne:—' The cavalry came along in a huge
mass with the intcution of riding down tle Trish Guards
who were nearest to them. When-the shiock eame it
seemed terrific to us in the distance, for the Irvishmen
did not recoil iu the least, but flung themselves vight
across the path of the German horsemen.  We could
hear the crack of tho rifles, and sce the horses impaled
on the bayonets of the front vanks of the Guardsmen.
Then the whole force of infautry and cavalry were mixed
up in one confused Leay, like so many pieces from o
jigsaw puzzle.’
*

But the chicf value of these let.ers from the
trenches lies in the vision which they give of the spirit
in which our soldiers ave carrying on the fight, and of
the way in whiclt they are facing the dangers, sufferinges,
and discomforts of the strugule.  Ho liv as the Lrish
soldiers are concerned, the letters published 11 the Home
papers go to show that the high religivun and patvietic
spirtt with which the names of these regiments have
been associated from the begimning is still heing «plen-
didly maintained. God and Ireland ccom over i
occupy the foremost place 1 their thouglts, We e
produce one or two specimen lelters as we find them
in the colummns of our conlemporary, the Frish 0 by,
O When Monday cvening comes,” writes Frivate Thomas
Barrett, R.ADM.C., to the spivitual divector of the Toly
Family Conlraternity at Youghal, * [ =y my Ranry
just aboul the same time vou are veciting 1t at the o
fraternity mecting.” The rest of Private Sarvelt s letier
illustrates “how  lachlv the Lreish soldior
spiritual privileces whiclh may come dos way STHT
Mass,” he siava,
in a farmer’s havlolt, which the priest Gohious wan of g
venerable old ace.’
Mass celebrated when the Kuiehts Templars were daing
battle for the elements of Chreistianuy N, he
says, ‘We had ancther Mass 70 o bharo sand 1T oaoe vl
to sav, by an Trisii priest e Fvans
Conversely, the Trish Catholic soldier 1 cataraliv Giled
with detestation of the huvee wroucln by
amoungst churches and other =uered Lutldines.  This
chapel-burning,” writes o ] [rish
priest (Fatuer Kearnevy, tsoall dore by the cupress
orders of the Geviman generals or their ailicers.
Wherever you o, vou sce chiapels. ¢ ovvents,
burnt dowun. o (b, otk o Treland realiwe
what the Army and Navy arve dong for them 70 A 10
how the I_]'ish-snlx’“{'r Faves the Tast eqll of all, Y%t the
following llustraton frem a better frome Father 12013
Bradley suffiee: 1 on’t think 1 otald vou el a baave
Trish saldier | oactended durine te terrilie hattle armnd
Ypres.  [is side wis torn o with shreapoels aned as e
Iav m a pool of blaad and covered with Dlood Te vaiserd
his hauds npwards (alter heine attended to spiritually
and exelainmied, with his last bhreath, My life for old
Treland.””  Should o< Tale be llope to sy
with my last hreatl, Tike the gnllant ealdior: Ay soul
to God: my life for doae old Treland " Suach exampley
eannat be withowt their offcet: and {hs THPPEsSIng -
duced by the fine chavacter of Father 'vadlev himeelf
upan these with whom he came into eantaet s indicaled
in a letter from the Rev. Rachard Hail, Mothodist chap
lain of the Expedilionary Foree, whn Nas wrillen ay
fallaws fo the N effiadist Tiwes - ather Pradlev, the
R.(I, chaplain, aud 1 wern alinted ile tent.
This was the commeucencnt of o frendship that T am
aure will he lifelaonrr, T never et o e conl e apd
refined Christian characler. s one wought was Lo
serve others, and he cared nothing for his own discom-
fort as lone as he was helpine someono olse, Tt was
a prief to bolh of us when a little over a wmonth ago T
stood, in the middle of fbe picght, at 2 railway sfalion to

vitlues  1he
“we bad the preat privile seond attemdine:
This was o the soene of aneibie
Fev, Jdodm
the enenny

l‘l'll'l'('.\ll“lll([(’lll ol an

e lioals

e,

wange

wish him good-bye. Ile was ordered to join a field
ambulance 1n {he fighting line {a command that came to
me shortly aftery.  Mis last words were: ** Hall, don't
forget to pray for me; underneath and round about hoth
of us are the Everlasting Armns.”?

The Pope’s Encyclical

We were very far  from having exhausted the
features of inmterest in il Pope's Kneyclieal in our
cditm'@al comients of o forlnight ago, and the docu-
uent 15 one which will well bear reading and re-reading.
There are two cther points, at least, in that important
prenonncement fo wiiel we wish to direct. further atten-
tion.  We zeferred briefly fo the note of clearness and
firmmess which marks the utterance, but limitations of
space prevented s from elaborating the point. The
characteris=tie we have alluded to comes out stl'oug]y and
strikingdy i these erisp, elear-cut sentences: ' There-
Fore, whenever lesitimate authority has once givenr a
clear conunamd, et no one 11‘:1ns;3>-1'ess that {:o;nnmnd,
heeause 1t dees nof happen (o commend itself to liim ;
Lut Tel eaeh one subiject bis own upinion Lo the authority
ot Bim o who ds hs superior. amd chev him as a matter
ui o conscieee. Awain, et uo private  individual,
whether in Looks or o (e press, or an publie speeches,
1ake ipon himself the pusition of an anthoritative
teavher i the Chuvels Al lknow to whom {he teachinuy
autheriy of the Clinreh has heen eiven by God - he,
Then, prsseses a periect vicht tn stk as he wislies
andd when he tlanks 3t opportore. The dity of others
1< 1o hwearken to hiim reverently when he spt‘-iiks and fo
carry oul whiad e save ”

Thiz 1= sivuificant on personal
Looins

axondivating the streneth and  decision of
charaeter pevtaining to the Im-:-':‘nl- Pontifl, 1t reveals
v Benedier NV the dras Postor, who will speak with
clear vetee Uy oowsald which Bias no other where to look
Yor Bew sand snee coidanee. 10 s sivnificant, also, on
corveral cromds aso a0 reoatlivmation of the great Chris-
s primeiple ol st hority, which the Catliolie Chureh

caleaes maintained, and which the olher religious
Fohies have s compherely Josl “He thad heareih
vou,  hearcthe Mol swid cur Lard, Cand Te that

desplseth Mes It hinth seemed
Iy Gl amd G uel wand the early
Clioreh at deriealem, on desidine the fivst controverted
Quesbe aone-t Chrstings. AT know 1o whom the

thospietly v,

ol e e

eachions murheriiv of e Churein bas Leen given by
Gl avs BeneTor NV gl he possesses a perfect

b to spesde s e weshios sod when Be thinks i oppor-
feee leoahie Catiolie Cliel ot deast it s the shep-
o b waides the sheep g nol the sheep who lead
the -hephberd.
X

The warnthe  whitch  we have quoted From  the
prunarilv Jor andividuals—for
the wonld be miellectinls pofied up with the idea of
their own importance, and for the headstrong and re-
Bellious dzwmamuses who hiave a rooted objection to the
Bit md the rein. Bat the principle applies also to
Ciathalie a<sociations and  orgamsations, sueh as tho
Catholie Feidleration, Kniehis of Columbas, ote,, and to
All velicious societies wnder the geris of the Chureh. This
Poexpressiv ndicated in the Fuevelweal se that the posi-
tion mav he ade perfeetly olears © As mien are pener-
allv stimulaled, Vencrable Brethreen,” wriles the Uely
l-‘u.llwr, Copenly te profess thew Catholie faith, and
fo larmanize their Tives with ifs teaching, by brotherly
cshortation amd by the good example of their fellow
rejoice ax nmore and more Catholie
asaneiations are formed.  Nobt oonlv do We lLiope that
{hew will inerease, but i is Onr wish that wnder Our
patronace and eneonrvasement they mav ever flourish ;
and they cortainly will flourish, if stead{astly and faith-
Fallv thev abide by the directions wiieh this Anostolie
See has given or will give. 'Lel all the members of
sacieties which Turther the interesis of God and Tlis
Church ever vemember the words of Divine Wisdom:
“An obedient wmen shall speak of victory® (Prov.
*xi. 8), Tor nnless thev obev God by showing deference
tn the TTead of the Chureh, vainly will thev look for
divine assistance, vainly, toe, will they labor’
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