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Current Topics

The New Punctuation .

A while age it was phonetic spelling which absorbed
the energies of the well-meaning faddists who have
devoted themselves to the ‘reform’ of literature; now
they are turning their attention fo an amendment of
our methods of punctuation.  Their aiin, they tell us,
Is ‘to eliminate tie unessential in language 7 and in
a recent volume by Mr. AL J. Bddy, we are favored
with an iflustration of the application of the })rin()i}ﬂe;

‘New puwarfuation: . . . a living  style
creates itsell without the vse of ahsurd commas and
perlods. To accentuate certain movemenis and indi-

cate thelr directions, cortain mathematioal and unusual
signsg will be used.” Thus . -
CCannon to richt of them =5
Cannon to left of them 07
Ld

Canron hehind them -
k

Volley'd =

and thnonder’ (| e————

The svatens might concervably prove of serviee to
impressionist  war covrespandents<: but it wanld, we
suspect, tix the resources of the post complete printing
establishment o find a svmbol adequate to iltustrate

the whiz fron o - Jack Jolivson

What the Priest Soldiers are Doing

Samson, ax oly Seripture telisoas, drew hotey
from the lon's mouth, and the manulaciuring chemist
can distil @ pat-soothiny helin feon the vonts of the
deadlv acomite, it an anmorous wiay Providencs
appears 1o be =0 urdering thines 1 Franee that the
Sevilbegtiming bours T or the war v e i anod,
and mayv proves oo tar oas tue Courell s concerued, a
Dlessing in disvriise, The gronund tor 1eis hope B found
i the revwrkable eifeet which has been produced by the
conduct and Lravery of the 20000 priesi-zoldiers who
forni part of the creat armuy ol Franee, Cathiolies the
world over are Dmsibar withy the story of the bitter
and rvelentless persecuinm to which thelr coorelivionsty
i France have been subject Tor tinety vears. During

that long pvr'im(l Cianhaolies have scen all the resourees

Of ail iTl‘('Hg:\()ll\' E\li(_l 1()(‘[‘_‘(""‘&\1(1(’” (:C'\(’Ell!i:(’llt ll.‘:('fl
acainst them.
plmsvd which Hmposes o fine or imprisonment on every
citizen whu persuades parents nor to send their children
to the lay schouls But the war vives promise of
changing all that It has already, we learn, acterd as a
shock which has banished manv prejudices, animosities,
and other evid “The ordeal and the glory
of our eountry,” writes Eugene Tavernter in the (on-
slruetive (Elll.'f;'ff.".’","," “the Dravery of Alie soldiors, the
patriotic inspiration, whieh eall forth the spirit of saeri-
fice and the =pirit of fratereity. all tnis has broughr
about o profoind el visibie ehanee in the commum
mingd,’

Fvers so late as Mav last o law was

clenents.,

*

The econduet of the cleroy, aceording {o this well-
tnformed writer, s bheer one of the prinvipal factors
i hastening and naking permanent this change. Therr
happy and beneficent ifluence had. indeed, heen making
itsell felt even before the present covisiz. C For twenty-
five years,” says this writer, ~ine ministers of religion
have, like other citizens, heen compelled to become
soldiers.  This oblivation was established by the Tree-
thinking sectarians in the hope that fhe ssjourn in the
barracks micht weaken or destror o great vumber of
clerical  voeations. Then, affer having borne  very
courageonsly and worthily the two vears in bavracks, the
greater mumber of the aspirauts for the priesthood take
up again the way of the seminary. r\f'ﬂcr\\'arﬂ? they
accepl regularly, on appoiuted davs, their part iu the
military exercises and manoceuvres to which ﬂwgy are
ealled as reservists.  Their presence in the regiments
has exercised a very hapny influcnce on the crowd of

scldiers who have no idea of religious things.” But it
ts since the war broke out that the Church is reaping
the full fruition of the priest-soldiers’ splendid mani-
festation of the spirit of disecipline and sacrifice. The
way in which the priests responded to the call for ser-
vico is thus described: ‘At the  first signal the
seminarists and priests, curés and religious, have re-
joined the army to take their places in the combat. At
the beginning of the war there were nearly 20,000 in
the ranks.  Among them were found, and still may be
found, members of the congregations whom hateful and
impious laws had driven from France. Many of the
priests and members of the congregations arrived at the
barracks in their cassocks. Many were obliged to wait,
some for a short, some for a long time, for their uni-
forms. All, m their cassocks, took part in military
duties and labors. All have displayed a frank, digni-
flecd and cordial disposition whieh has called forth re-
spectful and eager sympathy for them. And not a
single act has caused any veluntary offence on the part
of these ecitizens, torn suddenly from the environment
where they were exercising their special vocation. There
has been manifested their desive simply to accept, with-
cut regret and Wwithout hesitation, a duty which ill
acenrds with the office of a priest at the allar. Every-
aue has reeognised something peculiarly praiseworthy in
cuch an abuegation, patriotic, civie, Christian.’
*

But it is on the fleld of battle itself that, from
the pepular point of view at least, the priest-soldiers
bave won their brightest lauvels.  * Then, the field of
battle has seen numbers of these 20,000 priest-soldiers,
viears, curds, or members ol congregations, give an
example of courage, brave under fire, fighting and dying
like beroes. A long list of them, for theiv military
exploits, have received the honor of being praised before
the whole army. Ju the madst of soldiers and a
sandior himsel?, the priest, whom the free-thinker pre-
tends 1o treat as an inferior cilizen, has suddenly proved
wolive w nnnitestation of the spint of discipline and
sacrifive. Finaily, another thing which secmed about
te. be forgotten has been understood  that faith and
praver. aside from thewr individual importance, have a
patriotic ated sovlal vale. Between two battles the sol-
diery, formerly so indifferent to the things of religion,
wenl to church 1n o multitude. 1n different places, an
hour before the battle, the reginents took part in the
AMass, celebrated in the open air upon an improvised
altar by a priest-soldier surrownded by other ecclesiastics
whose nnhitary uniform was conipleted by a sacerdotal
cmblem ! Many uther similar events have followed
wihiel, eommented upon by the newspapers, have pro-
duced an extraordinary tmpression throughout the whole
country.’

*

The one guestion which will be eagerly and earnest-
Ivoasked is, Will these good vesults be lasting? or will
France, when her howr of difliculty s past, return to
the hnsks and swine of profligacy and nfidelity.  On
thiy point, Eugline Tavernier, at least, is more than
sauguine. Without doubr,” he says, *that nnpression
will endure. The violent shock of the war has set in
rotion new feelings which will assnre the full maturity
of the efforts cenerously made for thirty years by French
Catholics.”  To which the friends of erstwhile Catholic
France can only fervently vespond, So may it be!

Letters from the Front

[n view ol the fact that the trained observers and
competent historiany represented by the body of cap-
able and aceredited war vorvespondents  have, wisely or
stupidly, been bamished from even the most cistant
approach to the firing line, the letters sent home by
individual officers aud men acquire a greatly enhanced
interest and value.  Their value does not lie primarily
in the information which they afford as to the actual
course of operations or as to the actual military situa-
tion at a particular time and place—though even in
this direction they are of distinet service.  What could
e more vivid and illuminating, for example, than this
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