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ship she was in charge of the operating theatre ahid also
of the women’s medical ward.  Subsequent to leaving
the Christchurch Hospital she was for some time locum
tenens for a matron on the West Coast, and since then
has been nursing in Sister Beck’s hospital in-Gloucester
street.

The Rev. Father P. H. Fanning, M.5.H., who has
been in charge of the Darfield parish for the past six
and a-half years, leaves next week to take up work in
Australia, He will probably spend some weeks on
furlough "in Sydney. He will be much missed
by his parishioners and the public generally. At a
recent meeting of the Belgian fund committee, special
referenco was made io the work he has done in con-
nection with that body; his® efforts having helped
materially in making a success of the collections and
entertainments organised. His place will be taken
by the Rev. Father Richard Graham, M.8.1IL., of Syd-
ney.

Under the auspiees of St. Patrick’s branch of the
H.A.C.B. Society, a most interesting and enjoyable
entertainment, described as * An Irish uight of scene,
song, and story,” was given in the presence of an audi-
ence, iuncluding several of the clergy, which crowded
the ITibernian [fall to excess on last Tuesday evening.
A musical and elocutionary programume, contributed to
by Mrs. Commons, Miss Main, Messrs. Frank Me-
Donald, P. J. McNamara, and A. MacDonald, and
consisting whelly of items of a national character, met
with much acceptahee. Another popular item was
an TIrish jig danced by Mr. J. Gilmore, the whole pro-
gramme being apened with a finely staged tableau, en-
titled * Erin free,” the central figure being taken hy
Miss Manucls, Banfield, guarded by a detachment of
the Marist Brothers' School Cadets in umiform and
equipment . During this scene, Mr. {0 Fottrell sang
¢ A nation once again.” Mr. P. Angarde plaved several
pianoforte selections, and also the accompamments.  In
a few brief but appropriate remarks, the Rev. Father
Long {(branch chaplain} introduced  Dro BT 0L
Thacker, M.P. for Christchureh Kast, who, alter ox-
pressing his appreciation of being afforded an oppor.
tunity of contributing Lo the evening s entertainment,
proceeded to give an tllustrated lecture, entitled = A troip
through Ireland.” Numerous heauliful  views were
shown by the leclurer of places and scenes familiar Lo
him from his youthful days when a medical student in
Dublin.  These evidenced a true seuse of the Leautiful
and artistic in nature, and the coustructive genius of
an advanced people.  As nomatter of Jact nothing better,
or nearly so good in a similar conngection, has been
shown here, and their selection at once stumps Dr.
Thacker as au ardent lover ol hig country. He, too,
has evideutly made a close and intimate study of the
life, characler, and tradition of the Irish people. and
was thus enabled, not alone, to desceribe the various
svenes and objects, but to clothe in local eoloring inet-
dents and experiences that had impressed him. No-
where in Ireland (he said), with mauny vears of experl-
euce and travels, over the length aund breadth, and
throughout the interior of the canntry. had he met with
the grotesque individual pictured by the " stage [rish-
man,’ neither had e cver mel with any of the many
other senseless wnd stupid things atirvibuted to the
country by ber enenties.  To these familiar with the
Old Land, the sceues rveproduaced and deseribed must
fer the nonce have transported them back to their dear
homes and hauuts of other days, whilst those of New
Zealand birth certainly saw and learnt much that will
not be easily fm‘;;ott.euj All, indeed, have reason to he
exceedingly grateful Lo the genial docior for his able
lecture, and for the pleasure and information derived
therefrom. At an interval Mr. T, B Pike led in the
song ° Erin, beautiful Frin,’ thie audience joining in in
the refrain, and also at the end in the chorus, God
save Ireland.’ At the couclusion, Dr. Thacker was
very cordially thanked, as wore alzo all thosc who h_n,d
contributed to Lthe programme. The stage was pretiily
and effectively decorated by Mr, F. Joyce, landscape
gardener,

LEWISHAM HOSPITAL.

(¥rom our Christchurch correspondent.)

On last Sunday afternoon the ceremofiy of laying
the foundation stone of permanent additions to the
Lewisham Hospital, Bealey avenue, conducted by the
Nursing Sisters of the Little Company of Mary, was
performed by his Excellency the Governor, Lord Liver-
pool, in the presence of a numerous gathering. With
ihe proposed addition of accommodation, provision will
be made for a private ward for patients unable to pay.
These will be admitted free without consideration of
creed -or nationality. Among those present were her
Excellency Lady Liverpeol, the Mayor of Christchurch
and Mrs. Holland, several members of the Legislature
and promincnt citizens.  His Lordship the Bishop, who
welcomed the visitors, was accompanied by the Very
Rev. Cbancellor Price, Adm., the Rev. Mother Xavier
(Buperior, Lewisham IHospital, Sydney), and Rev,
Mother Boniface (Superior of the Christchurch Com-
munity).

After blessing the foundation stone, his Lordship
Bishop Grimes said that on behalf of the Superior and
the Community of Nursiug Sisters, he was desired to
iender their Excellencies, a very hearty welcome.
Their Excellencies”  personal  co-operation  in hos-
pital matters on Saturday and that afterncon showed
their sympathy with the cause of the suffering human
race. It was about twelve years ago that the good
Swisters, with Mother Navier, to whom they owed so
nruch, with Mother Joseph and Sister Bridget, had come
over with the idea of establishing a second Lewisham in
Christehurch, and they had gone away delighted with
the country and with Christchureh. Tt did not reguire
any wreat elforts on the speaker’s part to induce them to
come here ane establisli w fonndation of their celebrated
frospital. They came last year, and, by a strange co-
incidence, he had been struck down by sickness and
becamne an inmate of the hospital.  DProvidence, that
arranged all things, arranged that he should be able
to study the work of the Sisters at first hand, and he
lad no words strony envugh to express the high appre-
ciation in which he held their work, and he fully under-
stood why Lhe medical stali were so loud in their praise,
nf the Sisters. Nursingy was a noble profession, and
demanded much skill, care, and devotion, but the Sis-
ters lonked at it as more than a profession; 1t was in
their eyes a vocalion, and they felt that every patient
titat came into the Liospital, irrespective of race or creed,
was a representative of 1Thm Whom they humbly wished
123 serve. The Bishop said that he was not a prophet,
but he felt safe in predicting that the work of the
hospital was certain of a suceessful Future.

Dr. A, B, O Brien read apologies from the Ion.
3. Heaton Rbodes, the Hon. Sir Charles Bowen, Sir
Joseph Ward, Sir Geo. Chfford, Messis. A. E. G.
fhodes and &. Rbodes, who were unable to attend, and
added a warm eulogy of the scientific attainments of the
Sisters. Ile pointed out that all the Sisters in the
hospital were as Fully qualified as any in any other insti-
fution, and the standard set in the Lewisham Hospital
was second to none. To time it was hoped that the
hospital wonld become more of o public institution, but
ilat depended on e help of the publie. At the same
time. the speaker inslanced many cases where  those
unahle ta pay had been carved for free of cost. )

1lis Excelleney the Governor then procecded with
the laying of the foundation stone, amid applause.  Ile
said that both her Excellency and himself had great
pleasure in being amongsh them there that afternoon,
and for the second time assisting in such a deserving
cauge as hospital work.  He heartily congratulated the
Sisterhood on their undertaking, and the excellent way
it was carried out.  Tu Christehureh their minds would
not only be associated with local hespital work, bub
would, most likely, be turned to Europe where so many
Lheusands were suffering iu the great cause.  TTe could
testify that the people of New Zealand of all creeds and
classes had not been behindhand in assisting to alle-
viate suffering bv means of the money for hospital work




