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BISHOP CLEARY ON VISITATION

g

ON THE HORSE-TRAIL.

(From in cccasional correspondent.)
. Hokianga, February 8.

¥rom Ahipara, his Lordship the Bishop of Auck-
land had arranged for a visit to what is known as the
Sweetwater gumfields.
part of it known as Sobrisky’s, which was most con-
veniently situated as a centre for a gathering of Cath-
olics.

The track was hardly suiled even for the strenuous
motoring by which the Bishop established, on this trip,
a number of ‘records’ for the North. The journey
over the soft sandhills could, indeed, have been aceom-

plished by his self-propelled vehicle, bul, in suclh wet’

and stormy weather as then prevailed, ouly at an ex-
penditure of trouble and of energy out of proportion to
the results achieved in mere progression. 1t was, there-
fore, decided to accept the kindly help of Mr. Bernard
and his buggy and pair: and he and (he Bishop set out
in the beating rain for Sobrisky’s earvly on January 29,
The rough and toilful ascent of the sandhills and the
other Iills was achieved after soie six miles of beacly,
and after a total drive of two and a-quarter hours the
neweomers found a considerable mwmber of Maort and
Dajmatian pum-diggers assembled Tor Mass. Father
druning had been preparing them sinee the previous
evening. A Maori weleome was aceorded to the Bishop,
who thenr celebrared Mass v o gum shed. He also
hriefly addressed the congregation tn Enelish and Maori,
There were muany communieants, and  after Mass a
number were contirmed.

The inereasing vam and o bowhing vale made the
return trip extremeiy unplea=ant. A
ing sand-storm blew from the ot sandhills alone the
beach, filled the atnmosphere. stung the Faees, penelrated
everywhere, and twice hrought the hovses sharply up
and nearly capsized the buggy.,  Aflier a lony huffet:
ing, the party reached the hospitable ool ol the Reid
family at Ahipara. The same afternonm the Bishop
and Father Bruniug left the Ahipara beach by motor,
accompaunied part of the way by My Bernavd and Me
Bergham, who gave vaduable ascstanes with spade and
otherwise, whivh enabled the Bixhop 1o vet off the heach
to the main road, in fioe <tvles aon the wnanted power
nf his own car.
in the following hit of inforniarion. 3
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the Bishop dlecovered o way which, with about two
heurs’ work., econld be necotiated to this macenificent
heach by ears of moderate power. The wav i question

{Motorists may, perhaps, he interested
The dav after has

15 to the left of the sandy-floorved road catting st hes 1o
the west of the usual bhorse and wheel teack, m the
direction of the Native wher v, or peetinge-house,

past some nikan palms, and alime the beach-sude of a
{ence. Bt leids to a part of the heack where there
are only sone twenly vards of Buevlv soft sawd, which
could be traversed on power o by the aid o cocna-
mattineg, whicl, unless ~ anchored " to the vronnd i the
way devised by the = ernmpled ap by the
driving wheels and 1s often, v very solt sand, adeluston
and a2 snave. 1lis Lordship suececded with the wn-
anchored matting on {wo cceeastans: on the thed andd
only other accasion on which he veeded fhe matting. -
i a long tract of very deep. =oft sands the spiking or
Canchorine ” of it, which was very speedily aecomphshed,
made it alinost as riaid as a oo, On the handreds
of wother ceeasions on which soft =and swaw passed, 10 was
done on the car's own power, with only the aid of six
chains an each driving wheel.)
Tiercking and Turther South.

Iishop,

From Ahipara io [Terekino, the nest stop, the trip
was made in steady rain that made the narrow road -
especially on the long, windiug ascent and descent of the
gorge—dangerously greasy. At Tlerckino the Bishop
and Father Bruning covered np the car and ‘ stabled”™ it
in an open paddock.  They stayed at Mr. Gartner’s
boarding-house. Next day {(Saturday, Jaunuary 30)

The direct objective was that

fivree and blind-.

they set cut, in fine weather, for the isolated port-town-
ship of Whangape. The wheel-road ended some two
miles past He:ekino, so the car was left to rest in its
paddock, while the Bishop and Father Bruning mounted
on trusty steecs brought for them from Whangape by
Father Zanger!l and two Native youths. A pack-horse
carried the visitors’ necessary belongings to ‘Whangape.
For a_few miles the horse-track was graded ; then, over
a high *saddle’ in the ranges, it became worse and
worse, even for dry weather, while in winter it is in
great part quiie impassable.

On their ‘way, the land kept steadily improving,
with little homesteads here and there in ihe mountain
waste of low scrub and fern, and little fertile flats
planted with kameras and maize. There must have been
a considerable Maori population in these wilds in olden
days.  BEviderce of this is afforded by the earthwork
remains on scveral forlified hills (pas) and the {some-
times buried) piles of pipi and other shells which told
of many an old-time feast.  Heavy fghting is said to
have taken plae around one of those old hill-top pas as
late as about i850.  Arrived at

Whangape,

the visitors found the sawmills clozed for lack of water
for the engines. A small steamer lay idle at the timber-
wharf.  Beyo.d the deep tidal river, on rieh flats, lay
the scattered Clatholic village of Whangape, with its
pretty, spired wooden chwreh on a height at the back
of the ofd fortified pe. The village ou the North side
of the river 1s Protestant.

At the river’s edge all the horses were unsaddled
ov unpacked.  The four Whangape herses then waded
of thelr own accord in the river, deliberately selecting

the narrowest part, and swam strongly homewards
across.  They were caught and held on the other side

for the final run of shout a mile to the village, partly
over rough vocks specked over here and there with bits
of copper ore. The other two horses knew not so well
the ways of Whangape, so they were led astern from the
ferry-boat, whi h carried the party and their belongings
tn the south s«de of the river.  The led horses took
not kindly to their enforeed swim, and labored heavily
amdd blew sudden and resounding breaths as the wavelets
of the meoming tide flapped upon their nestrils.

There are over two hundred Uatholic Maoris, and
a few Catholic whites, 11 Whangape. The Macris
accorded the Bishop and Ins party the customary Native
welecome, waving green palm-leaves or leafy brauches,
with loud cries of * hacremar 7 (“come hither- -welcome™) ;
they also sang to a quaint old air the following ancient
chant as the parly eutered the wrrae or enclosure of
the fine new Native home (Mr. aund Mrs. McMath’s)
where the visitors stayed . Waere mai va, e te manuhiri
frear recneggd, et dedden patied Foeg 1Rkt wte Tiote taka tu
oot ranyd, balame med wl. Heaerewmei? A literal
translation ints  Knglish cannot be supplied by the
present writer.  BEven Father Becker, with his profound
knowledge of Maori, would not attempt it.  The words
are all known, the construction is the puzzle. Here are
a few of the principal ones: * Welcome,” * guest,” ' sky,’
nr - heaven,” ‘Jatest. born pet,)” ' pull this way,” * wel-
come,”  The reider can make them “read’ as best he
may. The present writer “ gives 1t up.” A few days
later, at Whirinaki, the Bishop had an e¢pportunity of
testing Father Becker’s statement that Native *ex-
planations * of those old chants and paos are almost
always nnsatisfaclery. An explanation of some old
tribal savings was asked for by the Bishop., It took over
aa hour for two elderly Natives Lo explain them. Before
the *explanations,” the gayings were a puzzle; after the
‘explanations ' they were & mystery as deep as the
/Ela T.eba Crispis.  After the chant, the large gather-
ing of Natives drew up in a erescent, in the customary

single file, and as the Bishop passed along the
line, thev shook hands with him and kissed the
episcopal Ting. The WHorern, or speeches of wel-

come, then began-—often in picturesque and happy
phrase.  Among the speakers were a vencrable old man
and woman (Perl Te Huhu and Ngawini) who had re-
ceived the faith in Bishop Pompallier’s time, and helped:
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