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THE APOSTOLIC DELEGATE

—
HIS ‘ARRIVAL IN SYDNEY.

His Excellency Archbishop Cerretti, Apostolic Dele-
gate to Australasia, arrived in Sydney at an carly hour
on Monday, February 8. He left Rome on November
18, landed at New York, and proceeded to Washington,
where he was formerly auditer to Cardinal Falconio,
then Apostolic Delegate to the United States, and thence
on to San Francisco, at which port he embarked on the
Venlura for Sydney. Iis voyage was pleasant through-
out.

The Ventura arrived in Sydney at a much earlier
Lour than was anttcipated ; therefore Lis Excellency was
not met at Watson's Bay by the welcoming authorities,
as intended. IHowever, Lo was warmly grected so soon
as the steamer berthed alongside the wharf at Darling
Harbor by his Grace the Archbishop of Syduney, some of
the clergy, and Caplain d’Apice, representing the Stale
Governor.

Immediately after having been weleomed to Syduey,
his Excellency was driven to Fort Macquarie, whenee
he was conveyed by launch to the Archbishop's Palace
at Manly. Later in the morning, after he had rested,

- his Excellency met a number of prelates and priests,
wha were introduced by Avehbishop Kelly, among those
present. being his Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne,
his Grace Arvchbishop Dulilg (Brishane}, and their Lard-
ships Bishop Gallagher (Goulburn), Bishop Shiel (Rock-
hampton), and Bishop Dunne (Wilcanuia).

Later on his Excellency was thoe guest of honer at
[uncheon, which was served at the Archiepiscopal resi-
deuce. The Archbishop ol Svdney presided at the
lvncheon, and poiuted out that the welcome they had that
day extended to his Exeellency was more or less informal,
and mercly a prelude to the rveception to be accorded
him by the clergy and latty on the following Saturday.
Ie assured his Excellency that there would be no lack
of warmth in that welcome, They had done thelr hest
with so little time at their disposal (o show their pee-
sonal regard for the Apostolic Delegate. and their great
reverence for the lugh office to whicn he had been
appointed by the IHoly Father, and they accorded him
the heartiest of bearty welcomes to Australia, and hoped
that he would find all blessings avd happiness while
Liere. '

‘I was auditor to the delegation at Washington
when 1 recetved wy appointment in April of last vear,
satd  his  Excellency, in the couwrse of an interview
granted te a representative of the wtbolie FPress, - and
T left for Italy in June to be conscerated Avelbishop of
Corinth in Julv.

* The idea of the Holy Father when he decided upon
sending an Apostolic Delarate to Australia,” he added,
“was to bring this great country of yours on 2 level
with other nations wiich have delegations. 1is Holi-
ness recognised that this is a nation growing rapidiy (o
greatness : that its people are toleraul aud of high in.
telligence, and that the maguifieent work of the clergy
here was deserving of special recognition.  The present
Pope fully concurred in the wisdom of the decisinn
arrived al hy the late Holy Father, Pius X.  Yes, he
pave me a message:  Tell the people of Awvstralia,”’ he
spid, “‘that the Iloly Father sends his special Dlessing

them, and wishes that God’s clhioicest gifts shall fall
upon their grand country.” His 1foliness, L can assure
yvou, feels more than ordinary interest for this wide
conttinent.  And he knows that there are no more luyal
and devoted Catholics than those of this country.

‘ The Delegation will supervise the maintenance of
Chureh discipline and policy in Australin. 1 am but the
servant of his Holiness. 1f T do honer to my honorable
cffice T shall do honor to the Lloly See. It is an ecclesi-
astical mission, purely, and has nothing whatever to do
with politics.

‘The Delegation’s work? Tt will generally super-
vise and see to the due and proper observance of ecclesi-
astical discipline, and direct, with the aid of the Bishops,
the work of the Church. Tt will do all possible, Aus-
tralian ecircumstances fully considered, to co-vperate

with the Bishops for the true advancement of religion,

It is true that I have special powers that some other
Bishops do not possess, but those powers will only be
exercised after consultation. I have come not to inter-
fere or impede the Bishops of Australia, but to aid them
in every possible way, to work with them, and to seek
their advice. I may find alterations or improvements
in administration ueccessary according to my way of
thinking, but before T do anything I shall seek to
learn the expericnce and views of the prelates here, and
decide accoerding to what our common counsel suggests
1s best for all. :

‘ Matters which may not be conventional in the
administration of the Catholic Church elsewhere may
prove fo be the only possible way of doing things here,’
said s Excelleney, in answer to a quesfion. ° Every-
thing will be eonsidered according to vircumstances. The
Delegation will supervise—that is what it is for——bub
it will do se in a manner that, I trust, will bind us
closer to the Holy See.

" Diocesan and pavochial affaivs thal used often Le
referred to Rome for decision will now be settled Lere
mstead, That, I should think, will be a great advan-
tage, saving tume, and often anxietv. In a country :o
fsr away from the centre of authority this should be
regarded as most important. In all affairs that aro
purely Australian decisions will be given here. Only
matters of peculiar gravity which may have a world-
wide cffect, even though emanating locally, will have
fo be referred to the Vatican.  Australian affairs will
bo considered v Australia, and nothing will be de-
cided without local elrcumstances being fully considered.

‘1 snall not travel Australia all the vear round,
altheugh 1 will need occasionally to visit every centre to
enable the Delegation to have suflicient information to
deal inoa general way with questinns affecting prelates,
clerey, and latty. I have no doubt of the cordial co-
operation of all Australian prelates and priests for
the advancement of the Charch. My permaneni resi-
dence will be in =svdney, where the Delegation will be
carried on. My first visit will be to Melbourne. T
will he here [or some weeks before visiting Melbourne,
however, 1 suppose. That, however, lies largely in the
hands of Avchbishop Kelly and other prelates. T am
i Manly for the present only.  [1is Grace will need his
palice tor bimsell, most likely, and T shall reside else-
wliere.

" Not | ohave brought no staff, but T will have an
auditor or consnltor, and an offivial seeretary.  For the
present, 1 will manage with only a secretary. T_his
pest 1 have miven to the Rev. Father Ormond, of Auck-
land, New Zealand. 1 appointed him by wireless on
the vovage nver from America, and received his accept-
ance.  Father Ormond 1s now a priest in Auckland.
e v to study at the Propaganda Cellege in Rome,
awd T lLave heard hin highly praised.”

VISITING PRIESTS FROM AUSTRALIA

{(Fiom a correspendent.)
Aucklaud, Felbruary 186.

There arrived v Auckland to-day from Sydney a
party of nine priests by the Riverina on a tour of Naw
Zealand. The party comprised Rev. Fathers Michael
Rolhan, John A, Roche, and lugh Conaghan, of Syd-
ney ;. Rev. Fathers Martin llayes and John Nolan, of
Gi‘ppsl;md, Victoria: Rev. Fathers Anthony Rohan
and Maurice Byrnes, of Melbourne : and Rev. 1. Rohan,
of Bendigo, and Rev. Fatlicr O Laverty, of Maitland,
N.SW. Fathers Martin Hayes and John Nelan have
just returned from a twelve months’ tour in America.
Rev. Fatlher Johu A, Roche is the chaplain of the Lewis-
ham 1ospital, Syduey, and is a first cousin of the Very
Rev. Thomas Roche, C.88.R., of Wellington. Rev.
Fathers Maurice 13yrnes and P’. Rohan are about to
leave on a lwelve months’ holiday in Europe. Rev.
Michael Rohan, P.P., of Balmain, Sydney, is accom-
panying his two brothers on the tour in New Zealand.
The party of niue priests leave Auckland on Friday
for Rotorua, where they will spend a week befove going
on to Wellington,



