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Irish News

GENERAL,

Very Rev. Canon Molyneux, pastor of Ballybunion
(County Kerry), has passed away at the advanced age
of 78 years. .

Mrs. McGahey, Derry, has six scns serving in the
Army, five of them in the Inniskilling Fusiliers, and
the sixth with the Canadians!

Cardinal Logue has recoived an acknowledgment
from the Auxiliary Bishop of Malines of the sum of
£1715, the contributions of the people of Lhe archdiccese
of Armagh for distressed Belgians.

Right Rev. Dr. Mangan has forwarded £1343 15s
9d to Mgr. De Wachter, Auxiliary Bishop of Malines,
being the offering of the people of Kerry diocese in relief
of distressed Belgians.

One of the best known and most venerable figures
amongst the clergy of the diocese of Killaloe has passed
away in the person of the Very Rev. John Canon Me-
Cormack, Templederry, at the ripe age of 87 yeurs.

. A Limerick sergeant, who served with the Con-
naught Rangers, in a letter to a friend savs there never
was an Irish Brigade who had shed more {ustre on their
country than would Mr. Redmond's Voluntcers whom
the writer is now training at Fermoy (County Cork).

Damage estimated al between £3000 and £1000 was
caused by a fire which completely destroved the corn-
mills of Mr. J. R. McKee, Railwav road, Coleraine,
recently ; and an almost equally destructive outhreak
damaged the premises of Mrs. T. T, Scott, Queen street,
Lurgan.

Mr. John Redmond has reccived a cabie from Mr.
John G. Coyne, chairman, Mr. Robert J. Waddell and
Mr. John P. llayes, secretaries, ol the Metropolitan
District Convention of the U.1.T... held at New York,
'heartil}'_' congratulating the party on its recent {ri-
umphs, and endorsing Mr. Redmond's ‘vietorious’
leadership and his control of the 1. N.V,

At a recruiting meeting in support of the Irish
Brigade 1n Kingstown (County Dubling. one of the
speakers, Mr. E. 1. Andrews, J. P, remarked 1hat thev
had been very suceessful in their recruiting for tie
historic reginent of the Dublin Fusiliers, and at tle
present time that regimeut had nine battadions, cach o7
which was over one thousand men st rong, and two more
battalions were in course of fnrmation.

That the Irishmen in Wales have responded reachly
to the call of patriotisin is clearly shown hy the test
of figures (says an exchange). From Cardift alone ¢on-
siderably over 1000 have joined the colers. Four hun
dred have gone from 8t David's parish: 270 from St
Patrick’s pat‘ish: 190 from Splott, and 120 from St
Paul’s. From other parts of Wales 1he answer of
Irishmen has heen equally creditable. No lews than
273 have joined from Dowlais; 274 from Swansea; 220
from Merthyr: 59 from Meountain Ash, and 120 [rom
Barry.  Except four, all the able-hodicd [rishinen in
Ebbw Vale have enlisted.

AN TMPORTANT INFLUENCE.

The Benedictine monks of the Abbey of Maredsous
in Belgium, who were dispossessed of their abbey and
church by German troops, are about to settle in Treland.
They see ne prospect of returning to Maredsous for
many years, and Ahbot Marmion, himself of Trish birth,
has taken the lease of a castle near Waterford, where
he and his mouks will make a new foundation.  The
transference of the activities of this great monastic house
to Ireland will be a great blessing to tlie surrounding
district.  TIn addition to their literary and educational
work, the monks have carried on extensive farming
operations, and support a large schoal of arls and erafts
where boys are trained in such technical crafts as wood-
carving, gold and silver metal work, church cmbroidelry,
etc. The settlement of the monks will have an 1m-
portant influence upon the emm)miclprosperity of the
peighborhood in which they make their home.

IRISH GUARDS EXAMPVLE. )
Under date December 4, in a private letter, Father
John Gwynn, $.J., who is serving as chaplain with the

-Irish Guards at the front, writes describing an incident -

which will rejoice the heart of every friend of that
splendid regiment: ‘ We had a fine Benediction yester-
day in a little village church in the afterncon. There
must have been seven hundred or more present. There
was Rosary first, and then 1 gave the men a short ser-
mon, to which they all listened with an attention which
helped me very much.  After that they sang '‘Hail
Glorious St. Patrick.” 1t seemed strange to hear the
walls of this little village church resound to the rich,
soft volces of Trish soldiers. The “0O Salutaris,”
“Tantum Ergo,” and **Adoremus’” were all sung by the
men, to the great amazement and edification of the
villagers, who c¢rowded to the end of the church to
witness the novel sight.  The cure of the village told
me that his pecple were immensely edified by the con-
duct of '‘les Irlandais,”” and that their presence for
the few days was as good as a mission.’

FIGHTING FOR HIEARTII AND JIOME.

Lord Emly, in accepting an invitation to be present
at the great Volunteer demonstration in Limerick on
Sunday, December 20, wrote as follows: T have much
pleasure in aceepting the kind invitation of the organ-
ising conimittee of the National Velunteers to be present
at the meceting to he held in Limerick on Sunday, the
Qith, 1w one of those who believe that the place of
every Trishman fit for military service is on the battle-
fields of Belgium or on the decks of the ‘‘Great Fleet.’’
Our men on those battleships and in those trenches are
fichtivg for hearth and home-—ave, and for Home Rule,

too.  What if the “thin red line’’ were overborne by
nwmbers ! Whiat 1f the enemy were to elude the North
Fea sentries ! - what, then, about ITome Rule? Of

comrse, 1 oquite realise that many, however willing, can-
not go to the front.  They should endeavor to acquire
such efficieney az would enable the military authorities

to utilise their services for the purpose of home defence.’

BLELGIAN RELTEF FUND.

The callectinn in the diccese of Kildare and Leighlin
for the Beigian relief fund has realised £1659 10s 6d.
Moxt Rev. Dir. Folev, n a letter acknowledging the
response by the priests and people to his appeal for the
help of the sullering people of Belgium, says:—* It 1s
curvious to find that even amougst the people of our own
country, which has not completely recovered from the
ravages of her equally barbarous invaders, there are
some whe have not hesitated to belittle the sufferings
that have been cndurved, and the sacrifices that have
been made by that brave lLittle uation, whieh, by her
herofe resistanes, no less than by her unmerited mis-
frrtunes, has won for herself the admiration and sym-
pathy of every right minded man. Tt is plain from the
response that has been made to my appeal, and to
similar appeals #11 over the country, that these heartless
etanks ave ““few and far between,”” and for this we have
voad reason to he gvateful.’

DEATIT OF A VENERABLE RELIGIOUS.
Tle death cecurred on December 19 at the Convent
of Merey, Carvslort, Blackrock, of Mother Mary Liguori
Keenan, one of the oldest of the Irish Sisters of Mercy,
and a sister of the late Sir Patrick Keenan.  She was
in her 8lst yvear, and her whole life had been filled with
charitable dctivities. When it is remembered that
Mother Mary Tigouri Keenan was local Superioress at
the Mater Micoricordiae Ylospital in 1861, it will be
seenn how much her long life-work was connected with
the great enterprises of charity which mark the progress
of this justly venowned Irish congregation not only in

Ireland but throughout the English-speaking world.

A HOPEFUL OUTLOOK.
This Christmas (says the Freeman's Journal) we
are, to all intents And purposes, a free people. It is
more than 114 years since that could be said in any



