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By the Grace of God and favor of the Apostolic See,
BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH

To THE CLERGY, SECULAR AND Recurar axp FairturvL

OF THE $AI1D D10cEsSE, HEaLTH aAND BENEDICTION
IN THE Lorb.

Dearly Beloved Brethren and Children in.Jesus Christ -

God alone knows all that we, in New Zealand, owe
to our Religious Ovders. We know that without their
powerful co-operation we could never do the nable work
16 is our glory and our duty to perform iu the great
task of education. 1o we realise our indebteduess to
the zeal and devotedness of the Marist Fathers aud
the Hrothers of the Litte Company of Mary?  Ilow
often do we think of acknowledging vur cratefulness to
the Ladies of the Sacred 1leart, the Sisters of the Mis
ston, the Misters of Merey, and the Sisters of St. Joseph ?
Without their powertul belp, their daily and hourly
sacrifice and painstaking abilus, could we ever maintain
our scheols in the efficient state o which they have
attained under their wmtiving offorts? These efforts
have bheen duly recognised by the Government 1 pee-
tors, who visit and make their examination vear after
vear.

Men marve? at the wonders wrouglht by oour devoted
Histers and Brothers in every ave and land. Can we
net explain the principle underiving their praiseworthy
conduet ¥ Ts it not to be found D the strength spring
mg from the Lwe wherewith they Jiave vawed thei
lives to their thornorowned fTead, love Tor our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Clicse ror s own s, and e
ol mmortal souls for the sake of Christ Jesus ! This,
and thix alone, explains the o

e e abrecation, zea).
and perseveranee In the ardunus work of teaciing

During the varthiv career of oo Divine Lord i
was hurled ar oy s aoveproacl that Hle singled o
little children and <inners as the recipionts of  Hhs
I'('nn('l(_'n?_ faveor-. T soaartie] 1o 1-1‘1-]\‘[' T [N AR A AN
sinners, leavine the
straved sheep, whichi, s
declaring that " there = omore v o bBeaven over one
siuner dobig persoeee Phan nooeivenies st © o=t Mat,
avii, 13y,

The Daus)
of their heavenly =poase Tor thow wlho are treated as
Cauteasts of <ol ' Fov seven oul twentye vears il
work done b fhe ststers of the Gooal Shenberd ds fully
knnwn to God and Hhis Aneels

Frope the wiav whereon o0 was our privilege o
trans=ter them from =t MaryT=o therr temporary hoone,
to their present neble varahhshiment at Mount Macdaln
they bave admitied 1o cheir institere 407,
have brought buek to the nawioduee aned love of (od

eIV NLe just Ta se atter

A

n found, e carvied D trinmpl:,

crsood the ool Shepherd share the love

wlien thew

witose sorvows they ove sonthaerd, many b wiose patis
thev have made o

U, owhitst e rolseriny steps o
the nwvsteady they Suve =teandied. They have helped (o
prepare il(,‘]'rll\(‘:‘\'-({-‘!E}%T.\' [0 whies witinnt them. migin
have apprarcd hedore The thone of the Alndghty with-
ont having had Une 1o saxv, o Loedy ave merey upon
me, a sinner Fifteen tmnates over the age of 26
vears it Chrrtennren, 22 lrom 20 10 200 18 frowm 15
to 20 A0 o H0 to 15 30 trome D oto 1 whilst
their toial number at present s 186,
angelie, more God-like work in the Charel than thin
of the Sisters of the Good shepherd ot Mount Magdala?
thonanly speaking, there s nanght that i atftractive
in their minstey. Al is purely superhuman therein.
All is hased on the love of God and the love of poor
sinners ! As of old, e allowed sinners to approach
Him, assuring us that it was to call them to Himself
that ITe came from the heights of Ileaven to them,
giving the lovely invitation, ‘Come to Me all ye that:
are weary and heavy laden and T will refresh wvou.

s there a mnre

What a consolation for the truly Christian soul to know
that they have it within their power to co-operate in
the divine work of saving souls! What a corsolation
to knew that without our aid there are not a few whose
conversion is 1norally impossible! The world will
neither harbor nor encourage them, nor even bear with
them.  There is nothing for them but sin and sadness,
shame and disgrace. How great are the eforts required
for the conversion of such! And, ence converted, how
is their perseverance to be ensured when the moral
seuse has been dulled, when the religious fences of
virtue have be:n broken down, when the very intellect
and the will ave weakened by a fatal familiarity with
evil ? Never did the salvation of such souls more
depend on you than at present, dearly beloved Children
in Christ Jesus. The Nuns of Mount Magdala are
sorely in need of more accommodation for their ° dear
children.” They only ask you to help them to enlarge
the ecnclosure for those who aro setking  admission’
therein.  You will not refuse this service to your Divine
Master.  You will not close the door to the pocr peni-
teut, who asks only a retreat whercin the world may
nol enter, and where she may weep for her sins To the
last hour of Lior life. Oh, Brethren, could you but
see the fruits of such chavity, you would sce fhe once
mest loathsome of earih bearing fruit the fairest and
meast lovely!  “Tor what is there fairer or more beauti-
ful than huwmlle repentance? Does it not possess a
charm unknown even to innocence ! Could you pene-
trate within their hallowed walls, and witness all the
generous love, the sweet humility, the heartfelt grati-
tude of the pocr converted sinners!  Could ¥Ou witness
the fervor of their prayers: ecould vou witness the
tremulous aceeat wherewith they sing forth the Divine
prajzes: eonld vou sce them prostrate in adoration,
sinking 1o the ecavth in tenderness and reverence when
admitred week after week to receive the Bedy  and
Bleod of their forgiving Saviour, and then recall the
thane when thet tengue was once more familiar with
buaspliemy, thowe lips once belehing forth Lorrid oaths
ael lewd profanity, that these converted creatures who
mee rolled 1 the delirinm of drink through the streets,
then vou woubl acknowledge the Divine power of the
Grlon of fhe great. Good Shepherd, and you would
pess aud thank God for having in 11is merciful goodness
vhosen vou to be with the Sisters of the Good Shepherd
i this Divine work, thoe instroments of Hig nlercy.

1 vou hievo the greawer glory of God, your own
salvation, and s he good of immortal souls at heart, then
bemereifnl tovards those who are so dear to the heart
ot Christ Jesus,

What shial we sax of the bright example, the great
sacrifice of the Sisters of Nazaretl, who, for the last
ten wvears or niore, are doing such noble work in our
midst ! Truly imitaters of the Divine Master, besides
nuvaing and tending ihe aged and afillicted and ineur-
able, they devite their energles to the training of dear
tittle children, of whom the Divine Master hath” said,
“Suffer hittle children to come unto Me and forbid them
nol, for such iz the kingdom of Tleaven.'

[ 1y pleasineg for us to know that their brilliant
anecess 10 this ereal work has won for them the praise
and adntiration of {he highest in the land as well as
tuhe triends and benefactors of those dear children.

Since their coming to the diccese in 1905 the
devoted  Sisters of Nazareth have received into their
Bome 120 old nen, of whom 52 have left and 36 have
died ;106 wonen, of whom 44 have left and 30 de-
parled this life; 300 children have received hospitality
from them, 162 of whom were restored to their parents
tnd 7 were preparced for their last home: making in
all 526 men, women, and children, 248 who left, and
T died.

Tlie present numbers are 32 old men, 32 women,
and 141 children in all—2 grand total of 205. Tt is
very sad to know that the accommodation at Nazareth
Tlouse is far too inadequate for the daily demands.
Had they moro room at their disposal they could re-
ceive twice thc number of inmates, both the aged of
cach sex and little children.



