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Current Topics

Those (German Atrocities

Apparently the suggestion made some time ago by
Lord Selborne and commented upon in these columns
-—that the charges of barbarism and cruelty agaiust the
Germans in Belgium and France sheuld be mquired into
by a competent and judicial British commitlee—has
been acted upon; and the announcement is now made
that a British iuvestigation has been in progress and
that as a result 2 report may be expected v due course.
We learn from the Ceatholic Times that the evidence
collected is such as has been available i England during
the past three or four months, and it has been examined
by a number of members of the English Bar. The com-
mittee which has been appointed to consider  the
materials consists of Viscount Bryee, wlo s the chair-
man; Sir Frederick Pollock, Sir Hdward Clarke, Siv
Alfred llopkinson, Professor 1. AL L. Fisher, and
Mr. Harold Cox.  No one will question thatb these are
men who are eminently gualified to perform the work
of sifting the accusations which have been zo freelv
made. 1t is anncunced that they will aceept no state-
ment that 1z noi thoroughly rehable : and that charges
will not be hrought rerward m the vepert unless thev
have been proved up te the hilt.  That s as it sught
to be, If the hermble stories of German atrocities ave
inventions or exaggerations, the ract ouuht to he made
known, and the German Army so far vindicated o1 on
the other hand thev ave true, the workl ought to he
made aware of the exact nature of the proposition whiels
the Allles are up against.

Progress by Inches

To the lay mind the cver-recurring anponneetierts
that the Allies " have progressed sovers
in the Argonne,” or have captured a Sonn howse o o
flald that was o [lt)bii‘h\it.‘ll of e crepy, are apt s
become monotonous; and they hecone meonotonous be
cause thev appenr to the luvnan as trivial and -
partant and devoid of vy veal praciieal stomficanee.
According to the experts, however, the fact s far other-
wise.  The bearine of tlwse apoarentiy belling meiients
on the military situalion and the very res!
continued ])‘.'U.‘;{]‘UF.\‘ by instalments ave explicned by T Fyves
Witness,” who reperts to the Britizh pubite s behali of
the Government. Afier deseribivcg, tnoa revend e
munication {o the Fnglish
fortified entrenclunents by wilich the Geooan lines ave
protected, Lo adds: CTPhese moeasures ot defener are
only such as are to he expected from troons who are
well trained and lave wnpie resources ol time. And
there are. of course. wavs in which {hese can he nver-
come. But where these metheds are anulied, the rate
of advance is necessar:lv show, and, when 1f 1s reported
in laconic terns that pround lias been pained at a certion
point, topographically the A Ay bt Uy o1y @
few vards.  Tacticallv, on the other ad, the progress
impl—ied by even such 2 smal} step forward may be -
portant, for a trench, a clhuster of trenches, the edge ot
a wood, & bulldine, s village, or a kuoll, mav have
been reached, the possession of which will facilitate
further opemtil'ms," A countributor ts Ahe London
thronicls siyesses the sane point. The German front
from the sea to Switzerland.” T writes, " consists pro-
bably of the finest svstem of fortifications known in
history.  Every hundred vards of treneh that i faken.
every emall  advinee, insignilivant 1 may
a.pp(;él-[’ in the bulletin of any partientar dav, represents
months of Iabor and incenuitv Inst by the Germans and
a serious breach in their defensive armor.’
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«In the Name of Humanity '

The tide of public indignation ayainst I'resident
Wilson and his Administration for their complicity in
the hideous Meoxican oulrages is gradually rvising in
America— as well it micht.  The amazing thing to s
is that American Catholics have been so patient: it
would not have surprised ug if, after the reveated failnre

of written protests, the Catholic manhood of America
had demonstrated in some such way as would have
fuorced President Wilson to face the situation. That
Catholics are getting  tired of the President’s fair
speeches is made clear by an outspoken utterance of
the Sucred Heart Leview, which raises its voice strongly
against lis policy of procrastination and do-nothing.
*The fleview has no politics,” says our contemporary,

‘but it can not lelp feeling that the men
in Washington who are ignoring protests against
our  Government’s  espousal of the Constitutional-
Ist’'s  cause in Mexico nust  have a  very low

cztimate of the citizens of Catholie faith who form such
a large portion of the Democracy of this country. Mr.
Wilson may congratulate himself, and pat himself on
the back because this country is at peace with all the
world : bhul this countiry, as represented by his adminis-
tratinn is directly responsible for the awful erimes which
Lave heen coimmitted in Mexico, aud the memory of
these, ko thie ghost of Banquo, will not down ;. it will
not be bidden by fine phrases.
see it plainly, and they must keep on protesting until
the Government refruces s false step and makes such
reparation as is in its power for the wrones it has done
o leavuing tseif wilh Dleod-stained handits.’
#*

The mdignation 1z not confined to the Catholie
ctizens, but s now besinniug to orystallize and take
definite snape amongst non-Catholies also. ‘In the
vame of humanty,’ the Boston Central Labor Unien
adopted vesolutions at its meeting on Sunday, December
20, valling upon Prestdent Wilson and the members of
bath bhranehes of Congress o take the necessary action to
pritan end forall tome 1o the outrages and the indig-
1 tes ot heaped upon velipons and defenceless women
anch aivle by the hrutal hrigauds of the armed military
and tactmnal mnbs 1o Mexweo,

e resalutions, which woere adopted unanimously,
were gx Inninw

“Whoereas, The mfmation vecelved through the
prress aned cther =ouvees Trome Mexico relative to the out-
veves v the armed antlitoy upon defenceless women
ared voang grels s as with hereor and makes our blood
Do withi = et the nudienities the religious and peace-
ful restdents of that couutry have heen subjected to;

CWlhereas, Every hberty-loving citizen, no matter
whitt enlor, natwnality or creed, holds s the highest
vibwed possession the right Lo worship his
Creat o aecordling to L conserenee, and any and every
elfort 1o reztriet sweil worship ealls Tor o vehement pro-
et |

CWhereas, The entering of eonvents by the mad and
infuriatedd mebs under cwice of the ilitary, the out-
ragine of the nmates, whose Hves were dedicated to
Almighty God iu workine for 1is people, the sacrile-
uv o wiieh attended the pillaging of the places
insults and  assaults heaped upon
followers  ave so harrowing
and raial that, even in the most callous person, every
t=tiner af manhood s avoused and calls for a vehement
[rrotest .'l:_;.‘liu-:l tieae orbarities : therefore be it

“Resolved, That we, in meecting assemibled, respect-
frllvocall upon Presidem Woodiow Wilson te protest,
o the name of howaoniy and  frecdom of worship,
avainst sueh cutrages and indignities; and be it further

“Resolved, That we call upon our members of Con-
vress o Lake this matter up with President Wilson to the
el that sueh outraces will cease for all time.”

The Bouton Tabor Unirn descrves credit for thus
itinting an agitation which, it may be hoped, may
hame President. Wilson inte doing lits duty.
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More « Tipperarys’

T was imevitable that * Tipperary ’ - with 1ts silly
words but baunting and now all-pervading melody—
should he reely parvadiesd. The Trench have, of course,
their own version : and a very neat version it is,  Scot-
land, too, bas caught, the infection: and if itg ‘ Tip-
perary ’ lines are somewhat gutiural, they are at least
vithy and expressive. [t appears that a Presbyterian

The Catholic citizens



