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Taurspay, Fenruany 18, 1015,

Is it not a glorious privilege for you to co-operate
with the Consecrated Spouses of Christ in preparing
those so dear to the Heart of Jesus Christ, to be worthy
citizens of time and eternity? To impart to them
the knowledge of God their Creator and last end, their
supernatural destiny, the secrets of infinite Mercy, the
Inysteries of faith which it lLas pleased God to reveal
concerning Himself, and which Ile requires us Lo know:
* for this,” He says, ‘is life eternal that they may know
Thee, the only true God, aud Jesus Christ, Whom Thou
hast sent’ (John xvii., 3). Not by their own, but by
the strength of the Most ITigh, can they attain ta Ilis
end, which is far above the reach of their own natural
power. They are here taught to pray, how lo pray,
and what to pray for. Here they are taught io
familiarise themselves with the means of Divine Grace,
the mysterious channecls through which the Blood of
Christ Jesus is poured out into our souls—the Spera-
thents of God's Church.

Ielp them to acquire this Kuowledge.  Then, in-
deed, you will co-operate with vur Blessed Redeemer in
the salvation of souls =0 dear to Him, and secure for
yourselves the gloricus reward promized to those who
shall * have instructed manv unto Justice” (Dan. xii., 3).

Let us exhort vou, dearly beloved brethren  and
children in Jesus Christ, 1o stand by, uphoid, and sup-
port this noble institution, which is the leitimate pride
and glory of our diocose. Tt not the blessings of
heaven pass away from minongst voi, or be lessened
by your neglect or remissuess.  Yuu will hand it down
te those who come after you as the must wlorious levaey
you can bequeath to them and theivs. Let s, 1 eat-
clusion, remind veu that the dear little ones, having
received within thoese hallowed walls 1he true kuowledue
of God and the things of God, will expand their minds,
enlarge their faculties, become mure efficient in what-
ever their calling iu Lfe. Thus nlaced on the road Lo
honest independence, thev will blees You as their beue-
factors, and breatne a fervent prayer for vour temporal
and spiritual welfare, the priver of G oratefui hears
always heard i the highest heavens,  ow many of
those dear <hildren, kueeling round ile altar of the
Gaod Who rejoiced their youth, whilai partaling of the
Bread of the strong, will carnestiv remember ) s
generous souls, by whose bounty thev were preserved
from sin and taught to Hve * Jueiv and anheriv and
godly in this wortd, and to walk 0 the happy paths
of innoeence which lead to life everiasting

Should they, which is not likely, ever torvet 1 pray
for you, their benefactors, then thieir swardinn Anpels,
whose office you will have perforned, will take iieir
places and implore for vou from e Almighry e
reward promised to vour charity.

Words fail us wherewith t evpress nur indeltod-
ness to these devoted Sisters.  Whilst we had renson
to rejoice at their Jabors —labors winel have b servedly
won for them the admiration of those who do not beionye
to our faith-- we for a long time felt a great need in
our diocese—that of Sisters tu pour wut their charitable
love for the sick and dying.

After long negotiutions, we at levgtl obtained thad
the Sisters of the Litile Company ol Mary, fumiliurly
known as the Blue Sisters, wonld undertake to supply
this want.  Last year the Rev. Mother Navier, whe Las
made their House in Lewishum. New South Wales, the
marvel of Australia, came over with the heroie baned
of nuns, who have since been ai work in Bealey avenue,
Christchurch.

By a strauge coincidence, we were recently struck
down by a trying sickiess which necessitated our Lt
advised to hecomne an inmate of their hospital. Though
unwilling at first, we al length  yielded, _;mrl found
ample epportunity to wateh the self-sacrifielng work of
the Sisters not onlv during the day, but fluring the
weary hours of nig-ht too. We can now understand
why the medical staff are so lond in the praises of the
Sisters of the T.ittle Company of Mary. With their

v

seven years' training as medical nurses, their motherly

affection for their patlients, and close attention to all
that the medical men prescribe, we now undcrstand_how
every one who goes forth from their establishment is so
gratefully devoted to them.

Though so well and favorably known and appre-

ciated throughout Australia, they are still unknown to
many in New Zealand. Hence it may not be out of
place to say & few words of their Order and of its illus-
trious foundress, Mvther Mary Potter, who died 18
months ago, just as she had sanctioned the Christechurch
foundation. Seven and thirty years ago Mother Mary
Wwas a remarkable woman, gifted with indomitable
courage, wonderful pluck, and perseverance, to whom
the greatest difficulties were but so many stimulants to
renewed efforts,  Iler motto was to do all for the glory
of Ged and the good of immortal souls so dear to His
Sacred Heart.  ITer mental endowments were of the
highest order, and she was cendowed with a wonderful
pawer of initiative and organisation., A true laver of
diseipline, she possessed ali those amiable qualities which
made her a very mother to her spiritual daughters and
an ideal nurse. God had long inspired her with the
ider of founding an institute wherein she and her
spivitual danghters would minister to our dear Lord in
the person of the sick and suflering portien of humanity.
It was in the year 1878 that Mothor Mary and five
earnest and skilful companions received their first habits
front Dr. Bagshawe, thien Bishop of Nottingha,m, under
whose sanction the Order was founded.  From that
small beginuing marvellous resulls now seen in the
nursing world developed.
TS NURSING SISTERR TN ROME.

A Iittle later, in 1885, Mother Marv and two com-
paninns leit Kucland for Rome. ’

They were most graciously received by I.co XI1I.,
wha gave lius blessing to the undertaking and expressed
Lis appreciation of Mother Mars’s project and the rules
or her eomununity by inviting her to rem
Ler adinirabie work in the Erernal City,
she opened on the Celian i, ’
Leeame the Mother-Tiouse of Lhe
ol Romans and

ain to carry on
The hospital
clese to the Coliseum,
Ovder, and the refuge
Asitors overtaken by sickness in Italy,
The thoughits of many travellers of every naLimlaliEy
aud rank nursed back to healtls Ly tie Blue Sisters
buger fouliv acound the heawsiful louse on the Celian
2L Tu 1836, with the approval of its Arclhibishop, a
hontse was founded in the Uity of Florence.  Ancther
Bis Been founded near the Uity of Fiesole, in the same
netrhborland Un the hillside which  rises sharply
bebind 1he Famons Villa Medier, built on o small plat-
formn overlooking the Howse and crounds, stands this
titeresting Comvent of Nan Giroluna, wlhere the Nirs-
nig Sisters reeeive convalescents. 10 s on the ald road
to Fiesole, the venerable Firusean City, and from the
terrace on the extrene lert of the convent there is one
of the erandest views of the Uity of Florence,
DEVELOPMENT IN AUSTRALIA.

In 1850, six Sisters of the Littie Company of Mary,
now growlug i nwnerieal strength, with each member
trained seientifically for the avduous work of nursing in
air ity branches, cmbarked for Ausiralia. They set
cut under the Tntherly protection of the late Cardinal
Muran, wis viewed their noble work with the greatest
admiration and svapathy. " Tater on g hospital and
convent were erected ot Lewisham suitable for their
needs.  Hyde was the next place whither their energies
were extended. There, al the request of the Cardinal
and Lhanks o the munificence of the late Tion. Thos.
Dalton, they were enabled te estublish o hospital for
the mentally affiicted. A thivd Australian branch of
the Order was opened in Adelaide in 1890,

That Mother Mary’s foundation lias been appre-
clated v Australia, is evidenced by the rapid strides
made by these three hospitals. Lewisham alone, which
supplies the staft Jor the Christchiureh home, amply
justifies the lopes and expectations of the wondrous
woman raised up by the Almighty to originate the
wark.

Tt is recognised by the medical faculty as one of the
firiest and best ¢quipped hospitals in the world,  Thou-
sands and thousands of patients have passed through
T.ewisham Hespital ; most of them have been cured, and
those whe have not been restored to health, have had
their last moments soothed and softened by the kindly
attention of the Sisters. :




