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and even our religious discords. But let the Irish peoplo
realise this—that excuse for Irish misery can exist no
longer.
be responsible.  The responsibility will rest with our-
selves.  We have been fond of boasting through long
gencrations that wo were capable of self-govermment.
Irishmen, the test has come. In heaven’s pame, let
the Irish Nation realise fully
The Gravity of the New Responsibility

that has come bome to them.  This is not the time for
personal or local dissensious. This 15 not the time for
mere party bitterness or sectarian rancor or political
selfishness. We stand at the mest solemn nioment in
the whale history of cur country ; aud 1 say here to-day
that the interest of Trveland as a whole must over-ride
every other consideration if, indeed, we are to behave
as sane wmen worlhy of freedom. The ciaiin has re-
cently becu made that because the vietery has been won
the machinery and the nroanisation that won the victery
should now be disearded. I sy a greater piece of
political insanity was never sugwesled.  The diseipline
and the unity of the Irizh Party. the discipline and the
unity of the National Oreanisation - that s the United
Irish Leamie were pever as neeessary as ey will
be in the interval betwesns now and the assembling of
the Ieish Paviiament, and if that iederval is not to be
turned into apevind of dissenaon, confweion, and chaes,
with every Tocal awd pervsiagm] bene hitierlv contested
to the grave mjury of Ircland if this 12 not to happen,
then the power of the Nationa!l Orvganieation must be
maintained. Atacks bave recently been made upan
the svstem of holding conventions for the selection nf
Natiouaiist candidates, =0 as to prevent nurely personal
and local lssues infevieringe with the jrogress of the

National enuse I say here to-day that na part of
the National Orgaviiation 1= =0 essentin as this svsiem

of conveutions. O conrse 5 o ennsiituency 12 ot
organised, i 1o representative pien aee s apathetic
that they deomt care to send delesate s 0 the clergy
think ii“('f‘.i‘:sish"lll with ihedr dnte et tooattend the
convention, then pos=in’y tie corveation i sacll 4 case
might be an unvepresentative one, but even then [ osav
such a convention = hotter than none ot ol The
conventious, alter remerber, are o purely demo-
cratic plece nf orgavisation. What wuld he thought
of me 36 tomorrow | oabandoned ennventiims and 1 went
back to the old svstem of the e betfore conventinns
were establishied, and i 1 tonk nnn oy shoalders as
Leader of the Natirmaii=t Party the vesromzibility which
Parnell tvok upen Lix shoulders boetme e was able to
establish  conventions: What would be thouvht of
me if under these chremmsiances 1 abandoned conven-
tions and wv=ell nominated candidates for the various
constituencics / No, when our Parlnent iy in actual
being the whole fuce of polittes will be clanged.  The
present parties will natuwrallv awd cortainly disuppear,
The present orcanisation will eease to oxist, having done
its work, bul untib that dav comes, T osav that any
attempt to nndermine the snuhority of the National
Organisation, either by flontine tee \'u_hmlﬂ! [vaders
or by discrediting the svastern of Conventions as an act
ol absolute pelitical follyand almost o ivesson to Tee
land. Now, Tellow-countrvinen, Ioheve to anuouner
that in the conrse of the next few works special meet-
ings will be field of every divisioual exerutive “rnf t_he
United Trizsh Twacoe o Treland o order o perfeet its
arvanization for the coming vear, ard sooas to nake sure

that 1o any conveniion: which v Lhiave o e held in
the immediate tuture, fhess conventiors will be fuliy
represenlative of the people. L have Farther to deelnre

that. <o far frem abaundonting the sostem of conventions,
we will stand by {hat svetem. We wt] support the de-
cisions of the conventinns, amb we w1l support Lhese
decisions with {lie full strenelh of the National Oreant
sation and the Natioual Party. Now, weople of Mun-
ster, Mr. Redmond continued, overy Jay that passes
makes 1t clearer and mare cerfain that the attitude
adopted by vour leaders
WITIT REFERENCE To THE WAR

iz the attitude of the Trish natien. There =re three
reasons why that atlitude 1s absolutely necessarv.  The

o b ;
From now on the British Government will not

first is, that it is the only attitude consistent with the
National honor of Ireland. 1 have been accused of
propounding new policies and of making pew declara-
tions and departures. 1 have done nothing of the kind.
I have made no new departures; I have announced no
new policy. The policy which I announced in the
name of Ircland was the policy of O'Connell, it was the
policy of Butt, it was the policy of Parnell.  Bach
one of these men declared with the approval of Ircland,
in Parliament and out of Parliament, that in the con.
cession of llome Rule to this country Ireland was
willing to close the old chapter of wrong and of Watred,
and to make a treaty of peace with England. If these
nen were lying, then the wihele Home Rule claim for a
century past has been in itself a lie and a fraud, and
the whole Trish nation would be proved to have been
cugaged in a system of Iying, trickery, and dishonor.
I assert Leve to-day that since the great Natienal Coun-
ference in the Rotunda under Butt in 1873 down to
this verv moment every Trish leader in this movement
Las dedlared ever and over again what I declared in the
House of Commous: and what I declare here to-day is
the national policy of Ireland.  What did Parnell say:

“T1f Howe Rule,” Le said, * be carried into law, the
Lrish people will cheerfully accept all the duties and
responsibilities assigmed to them and will justly value
the position thev have won in the lwiperial system.”
And what, asked Mr. Redmond, wag

My Particular Mandate

at. the great convention leld wher the Home Rule Bill
was introduced ? The following resolution was unani-
reously and enthusiastically passed

" That we welcome the Government of Ireland Bill
as an honest and generous attempt to settle the long
and disastrous quarrel between the British and Irish
nations: that this National Convention of the Irish
people decided to accept the Bill in the spirit in which
it is offeved: and we hereby declare our sclemn con-
vietion that the passage of this Bill into law will bind
the people of Treland te the people of Great Britain by
a univn infinitely eloser than that which now exists, and
by o= doing will add ummeasurably to the strenpgth of
the BEwmpirve.”

Well, that Itome Rule Bill has passed into law. Tt
i the BIll which we sald we would accept as a treaty
of peace: aud if now, beeause England 1s supposed to
betn dancer, we had seized this moment {o attempt to
stal her in the back, and 1f now, when the test for
men’s souls Las come, we went back on our pledges and
pramises vor the last ventury, then T say we would inflict
a deadly biow upon the honor of Trelaud in the eyes
of the whole world. and T personallv--T, the man who
was specially and partieularly charged and commissioned
i the name of Tveland in the most solemn way to give
that assuravee and preomise to Eugland—I, who, in
purcuance of that campaign, did give that pledge on
seaves of oerasions in the IHouse of Commons and on
hundreds of platforms throughout the country, with the
consent and the approval of the whole National Party in
Treland—7  personally  wouuld not have remained oune
single hour in public life

I Freland Had Adopted so Dishonurable an Attitude
as suppested by some people to-day. My position s

this, the Home Rule Bill, the Home Rnle Act, the
Home Rule settlement i3 not, to use the Kaiser's words,
LA SCTATY of ;:u.pg‘l“ te he torn umn. This 18 a solemn
treafy made between the people of Great Rritain and
the I;uoplu of Tretand. I sav that Treland would cover
bersgelf with dishoner if, hecause danper looms en the
horizon in Encland, she went back on her promise and
her pledge, Now, the second reason I have to pive is
this, the merits nf this war, our duty towards Belgium,
aur dutv towards the othier small nations of {he world.
Believe we the existeuce of the small nations of the
world is at stake iu this war, It is not a guestion
of the fate of Belgium, or Scrvia, or of Poland only.
If Ctermany wins this war it would mean the end in-
evitably of the independeuce of 1llolland, of Denmark,
and of Switzerland, and probahly of every small nation
i Europe. 1 ask is there to-day an Irishman living on

Want a tobacco expressive of the coolness the broad
Beotch Moors—the sweetness of s wee bit heathert
Then try BONNIE DOON. Bcotsmen semoke it every-
whare—geb it $o-day.

Do you smoke and work too? Then a light tobacco
plays up with the tongue, while a dark brand is miles
too heavy! Try MILD DERBY—the perfect  medium*
smoke—plug or tink :



