% 1,000,000 horses engaged in the war.
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On the Land

GENERAL.

It is now conservatively estimated that Lhere are

An ali-steel silo is being erected at the Moumahaki
Experimental Farm,

A new variety of wheat from Ttaly being tested at
the Ruakura Farm of Instruction gives evidenve of
great drought-resisting powers.

At the Ruakura Farm of Instruction g small area
of chou moellier has stood the drought well and is
nearly fit for cutting.  Apart from this, incerne is
the only successiul fodder crap this season. It has been
used for soiling purposes for the past four mouths,

Hap-growing is devclopiug in the Molueka disirict.
Last year 1915 bales were exported, or 83 bushels more
than in the previous year.

This season there have been supplied from the
peultry sectiou of the Ruakura Farm of lustruction
1255 dozen eggs for breeding purposes, an increase of
102 dozen on last season’s record.

The progress of fruit-growing in the Motueka dis-
trict— which for this purpose i taken io include (he
Moutere country -is Indicated by ihe following fignres
(savs the Jowruel of Lwricvltier), Despatehed  aver
the Motueka wharf for the vear ended December 37,
1814, 227,360 hushels, agaiust 143,239 busliels for the
previous year, au increase of #4,131 bushels in the
twelve months.

Forty varieties of polatoes ave being tested at the
Ruakura Farm of Tnstruclion this seasown. Antony
them are the following varieties from the State farm
of Deloraine, Tasmania:-—Excelsior, American Bruce,
White City, Harman Cireular, Recotor (mevteln seedhiney,
Mae (Scoteh seedling), Celt (Heoteh seedling), and i
(Seoteh scedling).

A fine tally was put up by three shearers a few
days ago (savs the correspondent of the # el Neoe
at Wartuna Wost. With machines they shove Tio
lambs in 8 hours 34 winutes, which is o record for the
district,  The individual tallies were - () Miuvhew 20
DR, Davies 229, aud 3, [, Davies

There was a Lirve varding of steck ai Addington
last week, and a vood attendance.  Fat cattle were frm,
store sheep showed practicaliv no elinge, coad sorward
lanths were in denmand, vat Tanbs wore rather
easier, the guality showing w Talitog o, amd store sheen
were in good demand. Two-toath wethers, to s 3l
fairly good four and six-tooth wethers, 1% 6 1a 18s Gd -
very forward foar and six-teoth wethers, 19s to 91w,
very forward Tambs, 15s Gd 10 168 1d: forward Lonbs,
135 Od to 13s: gand four and etght-tooth ewes, o Tos 3d
aged ewes. 10s: fat lawhs, extra prime heavvoweiulins,
to 2ds ddzoteps s Gd 1o 208 average weishts, 17s Gd
fre 205 0 Lot and wnfinished, 195 0 [7x. Fat Cattle, -
Crdinary steers, £7 175 6d to £12 105 extra steers, to
£22 35 b ovdinavy heifers, £6 1o L1077 extra lieifers,
to £11 17s Ged: cows, £H 53 to L8 [0s: oxtra cows. tn
LT price of heel per 1001, 345 1o 4125 Bd: extra, {n
4ds. Pigs —Cheppers, dUs to 87s: lwbt baconers, 50s
to B7s Bd: lieavy haconers, 60s to 67 6d: extra heavy
baconers, to T1s (price per 1L, 5ld to 55y : light porkers,
365 to 40s: heavy porkers, 42 to 48 6d (price per b,
53d to 6d), best slores, 39s to 35s: medium stores, 2325
to 30s; small stores, 145 to 205 weaners, Js 6d to 8y,

At Burnside last week there was a big yarding
A237) of fat catile.  The sale was a bit slow at the
bheginning, but export buyers were operating steadily,
and kept prices firin at previous rates.  Quotations:
Prime heavy bullocks, £16 tn £19; medium. £12 155
to £14 ; light and unfinished, £8 10s to £11 10s: prime
cows and heifers, £12 to £13 10s; medinm, £9 to £10
10s: light and inferior, £5 155 lo £8 105, ¥at Sheep.
3077 were varded.  The major portion of the yarding
was made up of nedium quality wethers and ewes.
Freezing buyers were operating keenly, and secured a
large number of sheep.  This had a steadying effect
on the market, and kept prices firm at a shade belter
than at the previous sale. Trime wethers, 25s to 2069
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6d ; extra, to 29s; medium o good wethers, 23s to 24s

6d; light, 195 6d to 21s 6d; prime ewes, to 25s ; extra,
to 23s; medium to good, 20s to 22s 6d; light and in-
ferior, 17s to 19s.  Lamhs.—The largest yarding of
the season—2661 penned. Competition amongst the
freezing buyers was very keen, and prices were, if any-
thing, firiner than at last sale.  Prime lambs, 21s to
24s 3d; medium, 18s 6d to 20s; light and inferior, 16s
6d to 17s 6d.  There was ouly a medium yarding of
pigs, prices being on a par with those ruling lately.

TREATMENT OF TEMPORARY PASTURE.

A temporary pasture is the only form of pasture
which should be used on the light lands of New Zea-
land (says the Jowrnal of Agricidtirey, Indeed, it
will be found on avable land, in nine cases oub of ten,
that it will pay far betier to sow a temporary pasti're
of from two (o fonr years' lay, than o sow a per-
manent one.  Many of the grasses sclected for a per-
manent pusture are siow in maturing, sone of the fine
grasses Laking three or four years, while in a temporary
pasture fast growing prasses can form the basis of the
wixture, bringing a quick return, The breaking-uyg
ol the land every few years for cropping and regrassing
helps to sweeten the land, tmproves the drainage, and
A ta the store of hunius. Temporary grasses in
rotation with vops necessitale the wddition and use of
artitieial muavnves s the land s kept in good heart, and
the pastures sive o maximnm yield: thus temporary
pastures ave fhe bickbone of the small farner, especially
the walk producer.

As with a permanent pasture, the preparation of
Innd s ol the greatest hinportance.  The land must
e properly dradned and sweet, worked to a fine tilth,
wed rolled s 1Tt Ale seed-hedl s firm. The selection
of the seed deperds vn the length of the lay in addition
to the clhimatie Tutlluences. Early maturing varieties
sitoald heseiected as well as dovers. The chief object 1
The pastures require
theowse of tlee besh liorews tospread the manure.
Thev shouli be rolled i the spring and carcfully
stocked, care hemne Lidken not to allow the arass to run
to seedd Newther should tley be overstocked, other-
wise the geass il be pulied out by the routs or trodden
ant.

th

to guickly poadnee heavy Crops.

MANURING
cioune phase of

of snecind oaate

PASTURES.
pastnres manuring worthy
ranelv, the beneficlal influence which
[erliisers exereise au the composition and value of the
GFasA Ul Tl L tetais it has been found that
rass v crown on omaonured land contained 8.75 per
cent. albwnineids, wlile that orown on unmanured con-
tainid B0 ner This is an iucrease of over 30
per cent. of the total albuniueid content of the crop, due
Crthe use of miannre . The fedder grown upon the manured
st eontatind ot oniy the maximum amount of albu-
nwnetd, but also showed =r tendency to contain the
winimum  anount  of fihre, Test experiments have
shown that Vodder whieh contains the least fibre is the
sl dizestibie: henee the gain in digestible albumineid
resuiting frowe the use of manure 1s greater. The
lavger amount of plant food in 1the manured soil places
at the disposal of the grass or fodder a larger amount
af butldine matervial in the form of 1he essential ele-
ients, and as aovesuit g erop of higher feeding value is
secured. 1t the Fails to contain the requisite
anwount of nmarishment the results are inferior both in
guantity and quality,

[v fecding for milk, and beel prodnction as well,
{he largest relurns at mmimum cost are secured from
using the most valuable aud nutritious fodder. The
quality of the Tudder 15 the deciding factor in deter-
mining economy of production. Increasing the fer-
tility of soil through the use of manure results not only
1 1}11-5301- vields, bui alzo in better quality of crops,
There is much loss of liqquid manure from stock when fed
1 the sheds, and this valuable fertiliser is allowed to
run to waste down drains and into ditches. 1t has
been ecaleulated that 1000 gallous of liquid manure, if
applied to grass land, wounld have the same beneficial
effect. as would be oblained from tlhe application of
Zewt. of {he hest Peruvian guano.
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