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OUR IRISH LETTER

(From our own correspondent.)

Dublin, Augusi, 1803.
The Royal Visit.

The visit of the King and Queen has been a perfect
success. Be tt well understood, they did not recewve
the welcome that 1s in store for them il ever the day
comes that we hope for, when lus Majesty will come as
the wise peacemaker, with power 1n his hands (willing
hands, very many believe) t{o re-constilute Ireland a
pation. The welcome ho would get in Dublin then would
astonish even a King. But King Kdward and the Queen
were received respectiuily, kindly, and gracefully by ihe
entire capital ; more so, 1n truth, by ihe Catholics and
Nationalists than by the Proiestants, As a matter of
fact, while the Catholic people are thoroughly loyal to
Ireland, they know how to appreciate and reciprocale
the goodwill that has been hitherte shown towards them
by this King, and they are willing hopefully to cred:t
hm wilh siccerity in the mamfest effort to propitiate
them he has made. The Protestants, on the conirary,
cannot rid themselves of their deep-rooted antipathy to
apy act that might lead to such freedem of cducation
and government as would place the Irmsh Catholics n
full possession of whatever power they could honeslly
and fairly gain under equitable laws that would simply
mean—the fittest man foremost, without any favor. A
long courss of forcibie possession of all thal gives power
is apt to dull the sense of justice, and, rightly or wrong-
ly, our Protestant, and even such of eur Catlholic fellow-
countrymen as have won place and power by concession
of principle, secretly dread a King who seems to have

been  keeping his eyes open for years  past,
and who appears to have learned the Wise
lesson that 1% is better to be loved than
feared. We did not  enthuse’ gushingly, but we

gave a self-respecting, kindly, and sympathetic greeting
to our Royal visitors that was probably more appre-
ciated than any other greeting would be under the cir-
cumstances for the good will expressed was sincere.

Queen Alexandra.

Dublin and the eight miles of road that lead to the
capital from Xingsiown looked their pretilest. The
whole route was lavishly decorated, and the way lined
by spectators, many of whom were (n half mourning on
account of the news received from Rome, the tidings of
the death of the greal Pontifi, Leo XIII. It was grate-
fully noted that Queen Alexandra and her daughter wore
mourning colors, an act of good taste that was appre-
ciated by all Catholics. The King looked thoroughly
well pleased ; a rather handsome and very gentlemanly
man, but I {hmk all the women had eyes only for the
Queen, who 15 not only every bit as youthful-looking and
beautiful as her well-known poriraits, but, hcptcr still,
very earnest and sweet-looking, though ai times §lle
appears exceedingly nervous and grave. The Princess Vie-
toria 15 very like her mother, but has not her beauty,
and is somcwhat stolid in appearance, as 1f she had no
part in or took no interest in the proceedings that so
closely concern her father and mother.

The same compliment was pald to the Dublin people
on this Royal eniry as was paid when Queen Victoria
last visited Dublin : ihe guards rode abt a long dx_stance
from the Royal carriage, which means lhat the visitors
trusted the people. At the samec fime, wherever the
King and Queen subsequently drove about Dublin, 1t was
noticed that two or more plainiy-dressed men on bicy-
cles preceded and followed the cortege.
vate detectives ; thotgh of what use they could be. were
there any foreign anarchists in the streets, I cannot
imagine, for in Dublin all who chose ta do so could re-
main in line within about a foo{ of the carriages, one
policeman only to about a thousand spectators, so¢ lhat
nothing would have been easier than 1o do mischict
had anyone been so inclined. Strange to say, cnormoeusly

strong wooden barricades were hrought over
from England to Beliast, and were crec-
ted all along the route of the Royal pro-
gress, a proceeding which caused a greal deal

of painful evercrowding and likewise much commenl un-
complimentary to his Majesiy’'s loyal

These were pui- .

Orange subjects, .

who were the only people in Treland so penned in. In -

Beliast, also, most gruesome preparations, of a kind un-
dreamt of in Dublin, were made, as if for wholesale
slaughier : there were no less than fifty poles marked
with red crosses, and near these fiity stretchers, with
surgeons, nurse-tenders, and medical appliances, all ready
for the fray.

A Contrast.

It appears that when Queen Alexandra was young,
the loyal Orangemen of Beifast were so roughly enthus-
iastic 1 their reception of her and the then Prince of
Wales that she was terrified, almost to fainting. The
scenc was almost as wild as if the Beliasiers mistook
the Princess for a Papist and meant to murder her. She
had never before, in love or war, encounlered a Belfast
Orange mob, so doubtless the Queen would not return to
the northern capital of lreland unless she could be vafe
lrom even Lhe over-hearly welome of the Lodges, It
was curious, too, that the visit 1o Beilast occupted Jusi
three hours, and that every tunction was cariied oub
with absolutely lighining-like rapidity. But i Dublin
things went on more pleasantly, and were strictly in ac-
cordance with ihe tolerant character of the King. The
present Lord Mayor {Mr. T. Harrington, M.P.) could not
consistently with the political views of the majority
of _ the (“orporation and lus own pledge on
taking office, present a formal address of welcome to
their Majesties, as to, do so would be L0 loreswear a
promise he is under to accept no honors from the mon-
arch so long as our legitimatie demands for self-govern-
ment are uncomplied with, But 15 was plamly under-
stood that every party welcomed the Royal visitors as
the honored guests of the Irish  people, and everything
wags done to show this so plamnly that the King appears
to have been thoroughly pleased with lus recoption.

The Queen at Catholic Institutions

The visit of her Majesty to the IHospice for the
Dyimg was the most touching incident of the week. This
Hospice, the cnly mstitution of 1ts kind in the world,
was the thought of an Irish Sister of Charity, and is
under the care of the Sisters of that Order in their con-
vent at Harold’s Cross, a subutb of Dublin - Here none
come but those for whom there is no place in an ordi-
nary hospital Into the latier only those are admitted
for whom there 1s some hope of cure For the actually
dying, whose days are numbered, there is no admitiance
into hospitals. There are hospifals for such as have
incurable diseases which may drag on for months or
years ; buf there was no haven for those who are pass-
g away in the midst of crowded, noisy, poverty-
stricken homes : tenemenis often so thronged that, even
with the best infentions an the parl of the inhabitants,
there can be no privacy, no peace, no quiet hours, hno
hodily rest or eare for the poor dyimg man or woman,
no hours of silent preparation for the weary soul abous
to face 1ts Creator  For such ag these the Sisters of
Charity opened a Hospice in what was once a Quaker
gentleman’s country residence. At first a few beds,
whereon a few tired-out hearls at Tast found comfort for
soul and mind, 1hen passed away peacefully amid holy
surroundings, a nun’s gentle hand closing the eyes that
had done for ever with scenes of human nusery Now a
magnificent  hospree stands mm the midst of frees and
flowers, whither handreds annualiy come 1o die in peace
This was the one Catbholie 1mstitution viwited by the
Queen, who, attended by his Grace Archbichop Walsh
and two of the Sisters, went ftom hed to bed in certain
of the wards, gwwing owers and spealing a land, woman-
ly waord 1o ecach dying mmmate  From Harold's (ross her
Malesty went to the Ilospital for Tocuiables, which is
bolh for Catholic and Protestant patienis

Dublin Urchins.

Of course it would not be Ireland withoul some good
scenes here and there during the Roval visit., QOne of the
most amusing was during a review in Phoemx  Park,
when a number of urchinsg, perched up in the branches
of a tree, saluted therr Malesties with a iustily sung
¢ Ireland a nation once agan !’ and then, {o show they
hore no personal grudge to their visitors, lhey siruck up
' lrod sasve the King,” his Majesly laughingly and cor-
dially waving hig hat to the Lttle fellows, and the
(Jucen evidently entoving the scene heart:ly.

At might the illuminaiions, which were on a magni-
ficent scale, were viewed by such vast {hrongs that ihe
one subject of suiprise 1s how such traflic could have
been carried on without a single aceident. Nothing  bhut
universal order and good homor on the part  of bHoth
people and pohice  Where all the iram cars came from,
no one could tell ; where so many carriages, cabs, drags,
and outside cars were found 15 a mvstery ; on went four
streams, vehicles and foot passengers, the latter in
serried ranks, and under ihe very hoises’ noses, all,
even the horses, 1n such good temper 1hat no hitch
occurred, and I heard of ladies, who had failed in secur~
ing vehieles, walking through the whole caily at night
just as safely as if 11 were mud-day. -

COUNTY NEWS
CORK,—A New Zealand Visitor

At a meeling held recently at Crosshaven with the
objeet of starting a branch of the Gaelic League, the
chair was taken by the Rev. Father Golden, of Kai-
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