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The Passing of the Fanatic

No-Popery fanaticism, atl least of the Orange and
kindred types, is bappily passing. Its agony may be
long, but its death is sure. The world is not likely to
witness again such scenes as disgraced the United States
in the Knownothing days and England in the perfervid
times that followed the restoration of the Catholic hiet-
archy in 1850. Lodge-chaplains inciting directly to riot
and bloodshed—hie the Revs. ' Johnny ' MecCrae, Drew,
andthe {wo clerical firebrands that, on the judgment of
a 'U)fal Commission, were responsible [or the Bellast
cixil war.of 1857—would probably meet nowadays, oul-
side the yeillow plague-belt of Ulster, with scant mercy
from a Protestant judge and jury. Times have changed
and people are busy shufiling off the wild and insensate
views of the Catholic Church that were propagated in
the stormy period of the greai religious revolution ol
the sixteenth century,

* The world goes up and the world goes down,
And the sunshine follows the rain ;
And yesterday's sneer and yesterday’s Irown
Can never come over again.’

'

A few days after the death of Leo XIII. the New
York * Sun ' referred to the ‘ change in the atlitude of
Protestantism towards the Roman Catholic Church' as
‘ one of the most remarkable religious developments of
recent years.” ‘ Harper's Weekly,” another non-Catholic
publication, also voiced in a recent 1ssue this change of
feeling towards the Cathohe Church and the coming dis-
sclution of rankling bigotry. * There is ground for think-
ing,' it says, ‘ that the disposition of civilised mankind
to desire the upholding of Catholicisin as a force cop-
ducive to the commonweal is hkely to wax rather than
to wane. From both a religious and an econcmic point

of view the Catholic Church i1s coming 1o be tegarded as
a sheet anchor of society. What else 15 1ihere

to be found a rampart against scepticism on the one
hand and against Socialism on  the other 7 We
are  not amongst those who expect that the
twentieth century will witness a reabsorption by Catho-
licism of many, if any, of the Protestant sects that
seceded from 1t some four hundred years ago It 1s
quite possible that individua! members of {he High
Church wing of the Anglican communion mMAY In increas-
ing numbers go over to the Church of Rome. It 1s alse
possible that hhe sporadic coniersions may {ake place in
those Continenial countries in which Episcopal terar-
chies were established by the Lutheians The Anglican
and Lutheran bedies, however, will, no doubt, retam for
a long period their separate organisatlions, and this may
be predicted with an even closer approach to certamnty of
the Preshyterrans, the Congregationalists, the Baptlists,
and other muinor Prolestant sectls But  while no
reabsorption on a considerable scale 15 probable,  there
will be evelved a lolerance, and ¢ven a sympathy, for
Catholizsmy of which m DProtestant there
was no trace a hundred vears agn’

countries

Some Journalist < History’

In one of s essays, Macavlay breaks out inlo {he
strange dictum that the 1deal Instary as o compound of
poelry and philosophy’—something 1hat @ calls mto play
the imagination quile as much as 1he 1eason ! Macaulay
Yumsel! wrele rather to nterest (han to mstruct,  and
rounded perrods and flowery cadences counted for meore
with him than touching the kernel of  irlh i by
narrative In some respects he slands Iiitte above [lero-
dotus and Tacitus, who—Nle our New  Zealand * [fan-
sard '—~sometimes pul nto ibe mouths of ther
speeches which these never delisered

lieroey
Imagiration like-
wize played an overwhelming part i the great
of the Conclave ‘listory ' that  was recoently  sup-
plred  to  the world’s  secular  press by wild-
eyed and inventive correspondenis and cable-agents n
the Etfernal Ciiy. Reason was Tor the mament relegaled
to the cowshed 1t had nothing 1o do with 1he sound-
ing nonsense which they supplied {o their respective jour-

portion

nals, and goodly portions of their Conclave narratives
hold the same relation {o fact as do the adventures of
Humpty-Dumpty and the exploits oi the cow that jump-
ed over the moon.

*

Nothing could leak to the outer world past the well-
guarded portals of the Conclave. And thus for lack of
fact the inventive correspondents and the cable-demon
had to fall back upon their imagination, and upen gues-
ses, surmises, idle gossip, floating fiction, and the vene-
mous mendacily of the Italian anticlerical press lor
something to give a ‘snap’ o the breaklast-cup of expect:
ant foreign readers. It was thus that we heard of the
grave, learned, and courtly Spanish Cardinals defiantly
puffing fat cigars throughout the halls of the Conclave.
Again, we were told that Cardinal Rampolla became
livid with disappointed rage when a vete was made
against him by an Austrian Cardinal. The real fact
was, that Cardinal Rampolla’s habitual calm never de-
serted him, that he all along protested to his Iriends
against the heavy burden of papal care being thrown
upon his shoulders, and that he canvassed actively and
successfully in favor of Cardinal Sarto. It was, of
course, inevitable that we should hear the usual ringing
of the changes about * candidates,’ cabals, caucuses, and
intrigues. There is not, in the crdinary acceptance of
the term, any such thing as a *candidate’ for the
papacy. There is no nominalion. No man may vote, or
soliclt votes, for imsel!l. The electors at the late Con-
clave were men of learning, prudence, virtue, zeal. They
come from every sphere of life, they represent the
Church's democracy, ard they owe their position to per-
sonal worth and distinguished service. Therc are few,
i any, in ihat august assemblage who desired to assume
the papal tiara, which, at least in the present circum-
stances, Is a crown of piercing thorns. The work of the
Coneiave, too, was an act of religion, And its best
comnment is the overwhelming choice, afler a few hrief
sittings, of the peasant’'s son whosze rise o the Chair of
St. Peter is welcomed by the Christian world.

*

The London ‘ Times' was fortunate in being served
during and after the Conclave by g singularly well in-
formed correspondent in the Lternal City. In one of the
latest issues of the * Times* {o hand this non-Catholic
writer ¢ pioxs ' imaginative journahstic tattlers and gos-
sip-mongers to ihe following tune: * Now that the Con-
clave 18 over, 1t seems enly just 1o say something of
an old misconception, fostered chieflyv by the Continental
newspapers, concerning the conduct of the Sacred Col-
lege before and during 3ts  deliberations. Many people
witl remember the Conclave of Leo XIII, and the
slrange tales then told of intrigues and counter-
mtrigues, of privale rancors, and petty feuds And many
people will remember also how lLitlle the irue history of
that Conclave, as 11 came 1o be revealed in the course
of time, eorresponded with the sensatlional version which
the public had first received  Much of the same process
has been tahing place during the Conclave of Pigs X,
One scemed 1o be witnessing the reproduction of the old
play, m which all the antiquated stage properties were
once more brought to hght Stage Cardinald acted as
stage C'ardimals sheuld  act ; bickered, quarrelled, in-
irigued, and entered upon dark censpiracies for the con-
fuston of therr enemies ; wihile in the background there
stalbed  mysterious figures, the counterfeit presentment
of hings, emperors, and potentates. That, at least to
Indge from some Continenial papers, is the picture  of
thrs last Conclave as it is painled for a world, which,
having read old history and modern novels, knows
exvactty how Cardinals stiould behave. 1t would probably
be quite useless to pretest that it is not a true picture.
There is always somebody who knows sonichody  who
has heard from somchody a very different tale. The old
traditional conception of a Conclave, bemg the growth of
ceniaries, is bkely to endure for centuries more Also,
1t must be confessed  that, by ihe side of the stirring
sensalions of melodrama, 1ihe realily of the decorous
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