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CORONATION OF PIUS X.

THE CEREMONY AND ITS STORY.

a5 HED coronation of Plus X, took place in St.
" Peter's on Sunday in the presence of 50,000
persons.  The ceremony 15 one of great
antiguily  and  solciunily. Awcording o
Moront's great woik (the principal author:ty
from which we summarnse the tollowing pat-
ticulars for * Tablet ' readers) {he first Pope
of whose coronation a record appears to exist
was St Leo IIIL, who received the diadem in
the Vatican Basilica in the year 758, Another
avtount credits Nicholas 1, who came to the
throne in 58, with bewng the first Pontiff who
was publicly and solemnly crowned. He, like some of
his predecessors and practically all his successors, was a
temporal ruler, and he 15 said to have Leen (e first to
vnite the princely crown with the mitre, although the
Bellandists think that {lus was done before his time
Tanocent 111, who reigned from 1198 teo 1216, is repre-
sented 1 & thirteeath century pieture as wearing  the

One ol the two prest ohntectural glortes ol the Chureb i Northern [taly A
the Cathedral Chiureh o) the proesent Pope until e was chowen to Gl the chair of 8t Peter

second ¢rown o oand Benediel NTI (1331-1312) or Urhan
N (LsB2-1370) 15 supposed to have added the {hird dia-
dem that goes 1o form the triple crown wlich 15 placed
wpon the Pope s head at s coronation, and ol whieh a
vathinl represcatation appeals on  the upper right-hand
cornel ab the portrait o Prus X which appears on the
lront page ot this supplement The tiara 15 never used
ol spintual functions Al these the Pope uses the cpis-
copal mitte From very remote Limes  (according  to
Moront) the Popes used three mitres in pontifical fune-
tions—a smaooth wihite ore, and two others of different
tichness, cach adorned with gold lace, etc Tre tripie
(1own or tiata 1» probably a representation of those
ihree lands of papal nutre, which are 1n use lo this day

From the firrl a Sunday or festival was set apart
as the proper day for the coronalion of a Pope. This
usage prevatls al the present timie, and has been depari-
ed trom anly 1m the case of Ciement VIIT, Paul 111, and
4 lew others (Clement X (1700-1721) was ihe last who
wet aside this ancient custom Following another oid
wsate, the newly-elected Pope distributed money last Sat-
wrday (ghe day previous to Ins coronation) to a number
ol puor persons ol holh sexes in the Belvedere courtyard
of the Vatican This ceremony will he repeated on
cach annlversaty ot the event The day of the corona-
tion was also, in the times of Papal independence, maik-

‘sant hum of popular rejoicing.

ed by thc bestowal of generous largess upon the poo
and the charitable institutions of the liternal City, and
the oceasion was signahised by a splendid and pretur-
esque pageantry, the firing of salvoes of artillery, i1llu-
ununations and fitewoihs on a greal scale, and the plea-
A lcgend that arosce—
heavens knows how-still runs to the eflect that on the
coronation day these words were sung or said in the pre-
sence or hearing of the new Pope: ' Non videbis annos
Petr1 '—f thou shalt not see the years of Peter '—mean-
ing that his pentificate should not last for twenty-five
years. The stoery 15 utlerly without [oundation

Belore ithe Piledmontese troops took possession of
Itome 1n 1870, the coronation of ihe Iopes Look placen
the great basilica of St. Peter's amidst scenes of great
and festive splendor, Leo XIII., boweier, Iirom
molives of prudence, was crowned 1m the gieat chapel
uver the portico of St Peter's, in the presence of a great
number of Cardinals and olher ecclesiasties and of dip-

the great Basdica of &t Mark -, Venoiee, winelt was

lomalie represenlatives and laymen of exalled rank who
were admitted to the ceremony by ticket. ‘The present
PPope was, according to the cable messages, crowned 1n
St Peler's  Admission to the Basilica was by ticket and
the ceremontes, briefly stated, were as described here-

under. Assunung, — as W naturally do ~ that
he followed ithe customary rite:  of corona-
tronn now o use, he sested mmooa  white cope and

vold mitre, and was botne on the sedia gestatoria to the
portico, where lhe assembled Cardinals and other digm-
tartes, lay and ecclesiastical, and the noble guards 1
their ' lugh’ umifpim, awairted mm The Basilica was
«plendidly deched 1n hangings of red silk, with gold frin-
ges and (assels, and the whole scene must have been one
of brilliant coloring The famous Sistine choeir sang the
“''u es Petrus ' as he entered. The Pope took his place
on the throne, received and returned the kiss ol the Car-
tinal Archpriest of the Basihica, who ihen pronounced &
brief congratulatory discourse.  The Pope then received
11e © obethence * ol the Chapter and other beneficed clergy
of the Chapter of St Peler's. He then prayed for a
Lie hefere 1he aliar in the chapel of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and was borne to the chapel of St Gregory, where

o  splendid  throne had  becn erected. . Scated
upon 1t, he received the homage of the Cardinals
and 1nparted the apostolic blessing to the assembled



