
CORONATION OF PIUS X.
THE CEREMONY AND ITS STORY.

ed by the bestowal of generous largess upon the pooi
and the charitable institutions of the Eternal City, and
the occasion was signalused by a splendid and pictur-
esque pageantry, the firing of salvoes of artillery, illu-
minations and fireworks on a great scale, and the plea-
'saut hum of popular rejoicing. A legend that arose—
heavens knows how— still runs to the effect that on the
coronation day these words were sung or said in the pre-
sence or hearing of the new Pope :

'
Non videbis annos

Petri '— '
thou shalt not see the years of Peter '—mean-

ing that his pontificate should not last for twenty-five
years. The story is utterly without foundation

Before the Piedmontese troops took possession of
Rome in 1870, the coronation of the Popes took placein
the great basilica of St. Peter's amidst scenes of great
and festive splendor. Leo XIII., howe\er, from
motives of prudence, was crowned in the gieat chapel
oxer the portico of St Peter's, in the p.resence of a great
number of Cardinals and other ecclesiastics and of dip-

UK coionation of Pius X. took place in St.
Peter's on Sunday in the presence of 50,000
persons. The ceremony is one of great
antiquity and solemnity. According to

Moroni's great work (the principal authority
from which we summarise the lollowmji, par-
ticulars for

'
Tablet

'
readers) the first Pope

of whose coronation a record appears to exist
was St Leo 111., who received the diademin
the \atican Basilica in the year 758. Another
account credits Nicholas I , who came to the
thione in hnß, with being the first Pontiff who

was publicly and solemnly crowned. He, like some of
his predecessors and practically all his successors, was a
temporal ruler, and he is said to ha\e lecn tie first to
unite the princely crown with the mitre, although the
Bcllandists Hunk that this was done before his time
Innocent 111 , who reigned from 1198 to 121(1, is repre-
sented in a thirteenth century picture as wearing the

Onr ol the two iti'it ,ikliitcctur.il gloru'-i ol tin Church inNorthern It.ily the Basilic,iof St Mark^. Venice, which \v;is>
the Cathedral Church ot the present l'opi until he was chosen to 1111 the chair of St. PeUr

second ciown, aul Benedict \II (1331-1312) or Urban
\ (1.-5(»2-H7ii) is supp°s(->(i to ha\e added the third dia-
dem that goes to form the triple crown which is placed
i,pon the Popes head at his coronation, and ot which a
lailhful iepresent.ition appeals on the upper right-hand
lornei ot the poitiait ol Pius A which appeals on the
1 1out page ot this supplement Trie tiara is ne\er used
«it spnitual iiinc lions At these the Pope uses the epis-
copal untie Fiom \eiy remote tunes (according to
Moioni) the Popes used time mitres in pontifical func-
tions—a smooth white ore, and two others of different
nehness, each adorned with gold lace, etc The triple
ciown or tiaia is piobably a representation of those
".luce kinds of papal mitre, which are in use to this day

Fiom the first a Sunday or festhal was set apart
as the proper day for the coionation of a Pope. This
usage pie\ ails at the present time, and has been depart-
ed tioni only in the ease of Clement VIII , Paul 111, and
,i lew otheis (Moment X (1700-1721) was the last who
set aside this ancient custom Following another old
usage, the iiewiv-elected Pope distiibuted money last Sat-
inday ( ohe day prewous to his coronation) to a number.
ot poor persons ot both sexes in the Belvedeic courtyard
of the Vatican This ceremony will be repeated on
each animeisaiy ot the event The day of the corona-
tion was also, in the times of Papal independence, mark-

lomaiic representatives and laymen of exalted rank who
weie admitted to the ceremony by ticket. The present
Pope was, according to the cable messages, crowned in
St Peter's Admission to the Basilica was by ticket and
the ceremonies, briefly stated, were as described here-
under. Assuming

—
as we naturally do — that

he followed the customary rite of corona-
t'on now in use, he \ested in a white cope and
Hold mitre, and was borne on the sedia gestatoria to the
portico, where the assembled Caidinals and other digni-
taries, lay and ecclesiastical, and the noble guards in
their

' high
' uniform, awaited him The Basilica was

splendidly decked in hangings of red silk, with gold frin-
ges and tassels, and the whole scene must have been one
of brilliant coloring The famous Sistine choir sang the'
Tv es Petrus

'
as he entered. The Pope took his place

on the throne, received and returned the kiss ol the Car-
dinal Aichpnest of the Basilica, who then pronounced a
lnief congratulatory discourse. The Pope then received
lie

'
obedience

'
ol the Chapter and other beneficedclergy

<,f the Chapter of St Peter's. He then prayed for a
nine before the altar in the chapel of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and was borne to the chapel of St Gregory, where
«i splendid throne had been erected. Seated
upon it, he received the homage of the Cardinals
and imparted the apostolic blessing to the assembled

If


