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ENGLAN. —Opening of a New Church

The Jeswt Church of St. Ignatius, Stamford HLll,
was opened on the ¥east of Corpus Christi. It is only
half frished, hut 1t gives seatlng accommodation for 650
peuple. The cost of the hulding is £12,000. At the
opening service the church was crowded. The sermon
was preached by Father DBeinasd Vaughan. In al] 35
clergymen took part in the service, the Orders represent-
ed being the Franciscans, Dominicans, Jesuits, and Re-
demptonists. There was a choir of 70 boys, who had been
trained according to the melhod of Solesmes, and who
performed the Gregorian (hant.

Downside Abbey

Dom Ford, Abbot of Downside. on June 15, blessed
the great bell for the abbey church tower, Downside,
The bell is a memorial to the late Archbishop *of Sydney,
who was a Bencdicline, and is, therefore, called ¢ the
Great Bede.' It 1s the gift of Mr. Joln Sweetman, of
Kells, County Meath, who, scon after Archbushop Bede
Vaughan's death, sent £100 {o Downside towards a mem.
orial to lus former master. On one side of Lhe head-
stock of the hell 15 the inscriptien in Lalin i— ‘1 am
Roger Bede Vauphan, Aichbishop of Sydncy, 18771883
The annual Weld sermon was preached at the ahbey
church by Father Maturin.

A Gracious Act

A recent act of Queen Alevandra, which Catholics
will much apprectale (says the * Catholic Herald '), has
come 1o hght. Through the death of their father. who
was a Catholic, 1wo young children were n danger of
losing their faith, the mother having applied for assist-
ance to a non-Catholic oreanisation The Queen, how-
over, communicated with the Sonthwark Catholic Rescue
Society, and as a resull of that intervention the two
children are now 1n a Catholie home A letter has been
received by the Sociely comveying her Majesty‘s thanks
for the interest 1sken 1n the case to which she had
directed attention

Newman Memorial

The trusiees of the Newman Memorial have decided
to found an annual <cholarship at the Oratory school,
Edgbaston, winch the Cardmal founded 1L will be called
the Newman Scholarship, and wiil be competed for by
hoys who are on the pomnl of laaving the school.

FRANCE.—An Imposing Ceremony

The funeral of Mlle Bourgeos, daughter of the Pre-
sident of the Ficnch Chamber, was the occasion of an
1IMposing ceremnny at St (‘loh’mdc, *ars Mme. Lou-
bet was present in a side gallery |, Colonel Lamy rcpre-
sented the President of the Repubiie ; and among olhers
present were M Fallietes (Pres:dent of ihe Senate)y, M
Combes and the whole of the Cabinet, nearly every Se-
nate and Deputy, the British, Russian, German, and Ital-
1an Ambassadors, the  Acadenucians, memhbers of  the
Judicatura, and 1ike gererals and adourais in Paris, he-
sides a great number of distinguished writers and
artists.  Afler the Requiem was over M Combes, fol-
iowed by the Mimsters, defiled Tefore the coffin, sprink-
iing the remams with  holy  water, according to the
French custow  The interment was at {he Pere-Lachaise

A fcheme Shelved

M de Pressense’s scheme for the separalion of Churech
the State in France has been refeired by the Chamber of
Deputies to a commissien of 33 members, which 18 tan-
tamount to 1is being dropped for the present.

Corpus Christi Processions,

A Paris correspendent, writing on June i4, says: The
Corpus Christi processions took nlace at Paris to-day as
in previous years. They passed off quictly. Some dis-
turhances occurred at Nantes aud at Dunkirk between
Cathohes and Socaalists in connection with the proces-
sions.  Seme persons were inured and a pumber of ar-
tests were made At Nantes {he (athelics held a demon-
stration to profest against the action of the Prefect,
who had forbidden processions.

The Supreme Court and the Congregations

The Government (wriles & Pans correspondent) have
experienced a rather disacreeahle surprise at the decision
of the Court af (‘assation—the Supreme Courl of Appeai
—in the maitey of {he right of memnbers of dissolved Con-
gregations to preach, hear confessions, say Mass, and gen-
erally to fulfil priestly functions It will be remem-
bered that M. Combes, 1n one of s circulars, forbhade
the clergy 1o utilise the services of members of dissolved
Congregations, and that proceedings were taken agamst
a number of them for this offence An appeal in one of
these cases, in which several ex-Jesuils from Reims were
implicated, came before the Comrt of Cassation. Accerd-
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g to the French practice, one of the puisne judges of
the Court had been entrusted with reporting upon the
case, and ths judge, M. Atthalin came to the following
conclusion .—¢ The law ol the lst July, 1801, only pro-
vides for the punishment of acts which show intention to
act 1n the capacity of a member of a Congregation after
the Congregalion has been dissolved. The exercise of
priestly functions, which does not follow from the de-
rendants’ affibation to a Congregation, but from their or-
dination as priests, does not constitute by itsell an act
mplying that the defendants acted in the capacity of
monks after their Congregation had been dissolved. It
15 not suthelent, in the absence of other circumstances,
to amount to an infraction of the Law of 19¢1.’ After
over three hours’ consultation in private, the Court came
to the sanie conclusion as M. Atthalin, and.gave a judg-
ment declaring that ‘ individual acts of preaching, hear-
ing confessions, and saying Mass do not imply by them-
seljlvea.s affitiation to a Congregation, and are not punish-
able.

Riotous Socialists

The anti-Catholic policy of the French Government
(says the ' Catholic Times') is creating a very danger-
ous state of affairs in some parts of the country. 'The
Socialtsts of the atheistic type have unquestionably been
emboldened in their hostility to religion by the example
of the authorities. They have been disturbing religious
services and attacking Catholic congregations altnost with
impunity, for the (rovernment rarely lakes efleclive mea-
sures [or preventing them from committing outrage. But
there is a limit to patience, and the Catholics are be-
ginning to recognise that their safest and best course is
not to rely upon the police, but to defend themselves,
This they did on the Sunday within the octave of Cor.
pus Christi at Nantes, when the Socialists attacked and
insulted them. A public procession such as usually takes
place on the Feast of Corpus Christi or within the oc-
tave had been arranged. The Prefect, acting under in-
structions -frem Paris, forbade it. The clergy, though
thry enly received the notice o! prohibition on Sunday
morning, reirained from holding the procession. But the
fay Catholics were resolved to have their way. They
marched 1 a body through the fown, singing hymns as
they went. Five or six hundred Socialists interlered with
them, shouldering them, crying, ' Down with the priests,?
and smging  * L'Internationale.” Those Socialists re-
cetved a lesson that the majority of them will not for-
get They were soundly thrashed with canes and cud-
gels Unforiunately their leader, who was 72 vears old,
was hilled, and ancther Socialist was fatally ‘wounded.
But the Socialists and the authorities were responsible
for what happened. The Catholics were so full of in-
Gignation that 8000 of them tore down the railings at
the prefecture and smashed the windows.

INDIA. —Growth of the Church

Sice the days of St. Francis Xavier (1542) (says an
exchange) the Church in India has gradually expanded,
till at present it numbers nearly two and a half mil-
uon followers 1n seven archdioceses, 30 dioceses, and four
prefectures apostolic supervising more than 800 European
missionaries, nearly 2000 native priests, and 4500 mem-
bers of rehimious communities. Besides 1t counts 4718
churches and chapels, 2885 schools and colleges—some of
them sccond to none in India, with an altendance of
L68,300 children , 28 seminaries for the training of mis-
sionaries with 1540 students, and 180 orphanages sup-
porting over 10,000 orphans. Although there is unity in
the ecclesiastical administration of India, there i3 a
much-felt lack of that unity among the difierent congre-
gations, the attainment of which cannot but produce im-
mense resulls towards strengthening the foundation of
the Calholic Church. To attain this a General Congress
of the members of the Third Order of St. Francis, spread
throughout the whole of Catholic India, will be held next
year at Allahabad.

SCOTI.AND.—Successful Catholic Students

The pupils of St. Murgo’s Academy, Townhead, Glas-
g£ow (under the charge of the Marist Brothers) have al-
ways been very successiul in the annual bursary compe-
titions under the (lasgow City and General Educational
Iindowmenis Board. This year, however, they have
crealed a record. Out of 79 candidates presented, 19
bursartes, valued at,over £400, were secyred.

TO OUR READERS.—You will find it to your ad-
vantage to deal with ‘ Tablet * advertisers. They are
cnterprising, up-to-date business men. They want your
trade and are prepared to cater for it. Give them a
trial.  You will do us a service by kindly mentioning the
* Tablet,.—*¥#

The » EXCELSIOR " STEEL ADJUSTABLE HAR-
ROW is ®Bne of the most useful Implements on a  farm
it dos the work of all other harrows. IPrices—2-leaf to
cover, 10ft 6in, £5 10s; 3-leaf to cover, 15ft Gin, £8,
MORROW, BASSETT and CO. Send for catalogie.—***
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