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tasteful musical programme was proceeded with, items
qug given by Mrs. T. Costelloe, Miss Rose . Blaney
Miss Anpie Marks, Messrs. Jago and Stevens. The sing:
;ng ;)f * Auldlang syne’ hrought to a close a very happy
unciion.

The Episcopate of St. Peter
. . .
Letter from Bishop Nevill

We are in receipt of the following letler from the
Right Rev. Dr Newilt, Anghean Bishiop of_Dunedin —

‘ Editor of the ‘“ N.Z. Tablet.”’

* Sir,—I presume 1t is to your courlesy that 1 owe
the receipt of a copy of your paper in which comments
are made upon a sermon of mine upon the above subject,
I am therefore led to beiieve that you will insert a few
words from me in reply.

That sermon was called forth in consequence of =
statement made in the columns of the * O D. Times ’ that
5t. Peter was bishop of Rome from the year AD. 33
to the date assigned to his martyrdom, say A.D. 67. Tt
was 1he statement which I prononnced to be ** astound-
ing.”" I earried the historic enquiry down to the year
63 AD., up to which time it appeared preity clear that
St. Peter was not in Rome, but I alsc stated that I
had no doubt that he did proceed thither some time
during the succeeding four years and sufiered ihere under
Nero I gquoted alse the statements of St., Irenaeus as
to his uniting with St. Paul in the appointment of Linus
to be hishop, and that of the scholar Rufinus ihat both
Linus and Cletus exercised ihe episcopal office in Rome
during the Dfetime of Si. Peter (superstile Petro),
though I also ponted out that ihe siory of the 35
years' (let alene 34 or so) episcopate docs not  appear
till the end of the 4th or early part of the 5th century.
All your quotations, therefore, to prove that Sti. Peter
really did visit Rome are quite unrndeessary Let it be
granied he was martyred there. What of ihat 7 You say
that *a residence of & day or even an hour would
suffice” Could  such a visit be called an episcopate—
especially one 1o give all Tuture bisheps of that ciiy
iranscendent powers *—I am, sir, yours, elc.,

‘8. T. NEVILL,
“ Anglican Bishop of Dunedin.

*July 30, 19030

Our editorial remarks in Jast week'’s issue were, as
stated there, based upon the condensed report of Bishop
Newll's discource that was supplied Lo the  Olago Daily
‘Frtes ' Ths Lordship's slatements as Lo St. Peter's
presence and martyrdom in Ronte were omntied from ihe
necessarlly summarised reporl, and the whole {endency
of the matler that appearcd was to dwseredit that
Apostle’s visit to, as well as his episcopale of, the Im-
penial ity The communication printed above, and dated
July 30, was handed m at our office shortly before it
closed on Tuesday. All our asalable reading space had
already been mose than fully engaged  Qui reply to the
pairts rarsed by s Lordship s, thercfore, unavoidably
held over till next issue.

PAIL.MERSTON NORTH

{(From our own correspondent )
July 26

The news reached Palmerston of the death of lus
liohiness the  VPope on Tuesday morning a litt’e  alter
10 o'clockh, when the ieil of SU Patrniek’s was immedia-
tely tolled for an hour, the patish school brealing up
for the 1est of the day The 11 ¢’clock Mass on Sun-
day was celebrated by the Rev Father Bowden for the
late Pope, St Patrick’s bewng tastefully draped n
nourning. The c¢loir  sang the Gregorian plain chant
with the ¢ De Profundis ' as an ofiertory, a large con-
gregation bemng present  The Rev., Father Tymons gave
a touching discourse suitable to the occasion.

The sociz! and dance in aid of the new convent funds
will be held 1n the Theatie Royal on Augusi 19

Anather iten:, I am pleased to report, lately added
1o ihe eurrrculum of the parish schoel s a cooking class
by Sister Germane, which 15 attended with no small
SUCCEeSS.

Our munh respecled paslor alse finds time
s many duties to give the bove  dumb-bell
which tahes on well with the lads

amaong,
EXErCIses,

The * Excelsior * plough is * Champion of the World *
On hillside, le, swamp, tussock, or siuhble, it is equally
a4t home,—Morrow, Dasselt, and Co., sole agents in New
Zoaland,—***

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.

{From our own correspondent.)
July 30.

His Lordship the Bishop has no
recoverced from phis illness.p £ yet, T regret to say,
- Rev. Father Buckley, speaking at St. Patrick’s last
Sunday mormng, gave some good and wholesome advice
to parents and guardians of children. He told them
they were bringing up their children in 2 very different
maaner from that in which they themselves were brought
up, and that so surely as parents neglected their children,
the children in turn would neglect thefu. The Rev,
Father also deprecated the doggerel lines inserted with
Catholic ebituary notices in the local press, ,and advised
Catholics instead to ask for prayers for the repose of the
souls of the departed ones.

In my report of the Rev. Father Patterson’s pre-
sentations it was made to appear that the dinner and
tea service, etc., were the gift of the Bishop. This was
an error, as the gilt was from the ladies of St. Pat-
rick's parish.

_ The Very Rev. Dean Hackett's sermon at St. Pat-
rich’s last Tuesday evening on the occasion of the mem-
orial service in honor of the late illustrious Pope Leo
XIII. has been generaliy voted to rank with the finest
¢ver delivered in Auckland.

The memorial services in Auckland in connection with
the death of his Holiness were carmied out with unusual
unpressiveness.  At. St. Patrick’s on last Sunday even-
ing the Rev. Father Gillan, of St. Benedict’s, was the
preacher, and a panegyric of the iate Pope was given by
him. He said that looking back on the life of Leo XIII.
one might well consider that he had a specialiy-appointed
traming for his arducus work. There were three forms
ol experience in which a Pope, over and above his other
gualifications, rtequired to he pre-eminently versed—ad-
mimstrative capacity, familiarity with diplomacy, .and
spiritual government. These seemed particularly Leo’s
gilts.  The preacher then sketched the life of Lee XIII,
Irom his ordination to his election as Supreme Pontiff,
and then went on to speak of the rise and necessity of
the temporal sovereignity of the Roman Pontiffs, and
showed how Leo had to maintain principles and rights
i opposition to the ideas of all, or nearly ail, of the
Governments of modern times. He had to uphold the
traditions and dignity of the Papacy, and, at the same
time, to conciliate and soften his adversaries. How
skilfully Leo did this 15 evidenced to-day, and voiced in
every tongue, and in every paper throughout the world.
Father Gillan then spoke of the spiritual government of
the late Pope, saying that Leo XIII. was pre-eminently
a teaching Pope  Concluding his discourse, the preacher
~poke of the piely of the late Poutiff, his zeal for the
difiusion of the knpwledge of the Sacred Seripture, and
Ins fihal pety 1o the Mother of God, his greatl desire to
consecrate mankind to 1ts Divine Redeemer, and how—
20 the cables tell—when the world was passing, and
death ramdly approaching, 1n calmness and joy, he dic-
tated a last poem lo our Lord and His Blessed Mother.

The church was tastefully decorated n the papal
colors, purple and gold. The catafalque, draped with
purple rchet and gold, was erected inm the centre aisle
betore the high altar, and was surrounded by lighted
cand'es. At the head of the Cathedral was the papal
cvoal of arms, which ncluded the heys of St. Peter, sur-
mounted by the tirara, with stele.  On the right of 1his
was his Lordship Bishop ILenihan's coat of arms; ' For
fanth and country,’ and on the left was the Corporation’s
coal of arms, * Advance Auckland.’

On Tuesday evening the services were continued, the
cathedral being crowded. The foreign consuls occupred
scats im front of the altar rails, also Captain Breen, of
the Delphic and s chief officer, Mr. Simmonds. ‘The
Rev Canon Nelson and Rev. Mr Wilson, Anglican clergy-
men, were present, and the members of the Ilibernian
Society in regalia.  Ilis Lordship the Dishop occupied
the throne, and was supported by the Very Rev. Mgr.
Paul, V.(i., and the Hev. Mgr. O'Reilly. The dirge
commeneed with 1he recital of the solemn oflice of thd
dead, matins and lauds

The panegynie on the late Pope by the Very Rev.
Dean Hackett was dehvered 1n a most eloquent manner,
and is consideied one of the most able sermons heard
w the Cathedral for many years. In the course of his
sermon the preacher said that to-day the eyes of
250,000,000 (athohies were turned to Rome, and the voice
that spoke te all nations and ail classes, from the Sove-
1e1gn on his  t{hrone, to the workman :n his pit, was
silenced  The heart that loved the poor, the suffering
sons of toil, was stilled ; the hand that steered the
barque of Teter {hrough troubled seas had fallen from
the helt ; the eves of the watchful sentinel were closed
and sealed 1n death. This mourning was not coufined to
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