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passed into the Conelave. A strict surveillance is even
exercised over the food brought for the Cardinals lest
any written communication should be conveyed {o them
by this channel. Provision is made for the admission of
late-coming Cardinals, and only a sick Cardinal iz al-
lowed to leave the Conclave. And, generally speaking,
every precaution that enlightened prudence could sug-
gest is taken to secure the election of a Pope after
God’s own heart, and to prevent the meddling inter-
feremce of princes or politicians or of any culside in-
Hluence whatever, with the deliberations of this august
assembiy. And thus the Conclave is opened.

On npext Saturday morning the Monsignor Sacris-
tan celebrates ilic Mass of the Iloly Ghost in the Pauline
Chapel of the Vatican. All the Cardinals receive Holy
Communion. Aller a thanksgiving asd lhe recitation of
the hymn ‘ Veni Creator Spiritus ' and its prayer, they
proceed to the Sistine Chapel and under its wondrous
frescoes—the work of Michael Angelo—the election of the
new Pope takes place.

There are at present

Three Recognised Modes

of providing a new occupant for the Holy See: (1) by
acclamation ; (2) by comprowmise; and (3) by ordinary
ballot and by a second-choice vote which is technically
termed the ‘ accessit.” This is the customary way.'Pro-
visions for ecach of these melhods of appointment are
found in the Bull of Pope Gregory XV.

(1) Appointment by acclamation takes place when a
man is so conspicuously the right person to sit in . the
place of St. Peter that, at the proper time, the assem-
bled Cardinais, by word of moutlh or other oulward mau-
ifestations, single him out together without a dissen-
tient voice and without a resort to the hallot. Some
nine or ten Popes were chosen in this way, beginning
with St. Fahian in A.D. 238, and ending with Pope Gre-
gory XV. in 1621,

(2) Another recognised mode of electing 2 Pope is by
compromise. In this case the Cardinals, when unable to
come 10 any agreement, unanimously entrust the elec-
tion of the future Pontif to a small committee of their
number, ard bind themselves, in accordance with the
provisions of the constitution ' Aeterni Patris,’ to re-
coghise the person thus selected as the lawiul Pope.
Only four ouf of the long line of Roman Pontifis were
placed upon the throne by ihe way of compromise ;: Cle-
ment IV. (1265), Gregory X. (1271), Clement V. 1305),
and John XXII. (1316)—al! 1n the times when the secular
power made the keenest efiorts to interfere with the full
freedom of election required by the ancient cauons,

(3) The third and customary mode of choosing a
Pope is

By Ordinary Ballot and ¢ Accessit,’

a two-thirds majority of the Cardinals present in Con-
clave beng required for a valid election. The voling
throughoutl is by secret ballot. It takes place twice
each day until the desired majority is sccured for some
person @ in the morming 11 1s preceded by {he Mass and
the hymn ¢ Venr Creator Spinitus,’ 1in the afternoon by
ihe hymn alenc—with, ofcourse, in each case, its accom-
ranying versicle, response, and prayer. The dual voting
nust take place no matler what the feast may
be  (Christmas, Iiaster, ete.), all ihe Cardinals
are bound, under pamm of excommunication, 1o
be present and take part 1n it unless law-
Iully prevented from attendipg. At the voting the Car-
dinals sit on violet canopied seats arrayed in ihe order
of their appointment. A small violet covered table is
placed in front of each. Their secretaries provide them
with portfolios and writing materials ; pravers are re-
clied ; 1hen the master of ceremonies ralses his veice 1n
thz words of command, * Extra omnes’ (* all outside 7) ;
all except the Cardinals immediately retire; the doors of
the &istine Chapel are securely bolted, and the voting
begins.

The voting, as already staled, is by secret ballot
threwpheout. The Bull of Gregory XV. divides the whole
process into lhree stages : (I.) the acts whieh precede the
scrutiny (or cxanunation of the voles cast); (II.) the
scrutiny itself ; and (111 ) the acts that follow the scru-
tiny. (I.) The preparatory acls are as follows : (a)
The schedulae or ballot papers are prepared both for ihe
first-choice voting and for the secend-choice voling. These
ballot papers are about eight inches long by five wide.
On top of next column is a reduced facsimile of the face
of the first ballot-paper as il is handed to the Cardinals,
The upper division is to be filled in with the name of
the Cardinal who casts ihe vote. The middle division is
intended for the name of the.person who is voted for.
The lowest division contains a numher and motto, the
motto consisting uswally of some words of Iloly Serip-
ture,

(b} The next thing to be done is to appoint

Three Cardinal Secrutineers

and three other Cardinals (called ¢ infirmarians’) to
to visil the cells of their sick confreres (if any) and col-
lect their ballot-papers. (c) Each Cardinal then fills in

Ego Card.

Eligo in Summum Pontificem R= D,
meum D, Card.

his voting-paper, writing in a disguised hand (1) his
name, (2} the name of the person for whom he votes,
and (3) a number and motto. The face of one of these
papcrs, when filled in, looks like this (the names used
liere are, however, fictitious and are printed in italics :

Ego Johannes Card.
Alberting

Eligo in Summum Pontificem R™ D.
meum D. Card. dngeling,

23. Salmum me fae Deus.

(d) The voters next fold and scal their ballot-papers in
such a way that peither their name nor their number
and motio can he seen. Ths 15 done by folding the
ballol-paper forward to the front along {he lines which
we have marked A B and C D, and then sealing them
with a secret seal (made for the oceasion) in the
manner indicated in facsunile which appears at top of
next column

The folded hallot-paper then presents the appearance
shown above. It will be observed that the back of the
top flap that ts folded over contains the word * Nomen'’
(name—indicaiing the place where the voter's name is
writien) ; the,lower flap bears the word * Signa ® (mean-
ing the voter’s number and motto) ; and thal they are
surrounded by type-ornaments for the purpose,of prevent-

g the scrutineers ascertaining who cast the vote,
(¢) Fach Cardinal elector having his voling-paper
ready, folds it across twice, and takes it, in

tis turn, to the altar, where the three scrutineers sit,
holds 1t over the.large chalice prepared for its reception,
and

Takes the Following Oath :

‘I call upon Christ my Lord, who is to.be my Judge, to
witness that I cast my vote for him whom, before Geod,
I believe ought to be chiosen, and that I will do likewise
in the '*accessit.”” > He then drops the ballot-paper
inte the chalice and returns to his place.

¢II ) When alt the voting-papers are in the chalice the

senior serutineer shakes them  together. The
second scrutineer next counts them into anotber
chalice fo see that ‘>they corrvespond in num-
ber to the voters present. Ii they do not they

are all burned and the voting starts anew. I{ correct,
1he chalice and its contents are brought down to a table
that stapds in ihe midst of the electors. The first seru-~
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