
lowing description of the proceedings of the ConclaveU *?J fl^'11011 °j a successor to the great and saintlyoJd Pontiff who has gone to his rest.

111.
Pope Leo XIII. passed away on Monday, July 20.After the solemn ceremony described in our last issue,

in which the Cardinal Chamberiain verified and announ-ced his death, the remains of the late Pontift were em-balmed, clothed in papal vestments, and laid in stateupon a catafalque in the Chapel oi-Uje Blessed Sacra-ment m the gieat Basilica of St. Peter's. The obse-quies last for nine days, exclusive of the day of deathaiiU the following day, which is a 'day of preparation.'iney therefore began on Wednesday of last week andclose on Thursday of this week. For six days the\°h nu
ceferno"es were carried out by the members ofhe Chapter of St. Peter's; for the remaining three(iuyS y
x,

th
J
e Carrtinals present in the Eternal City. Onthe ninth day (Thursday) the funeral oration is preach-ed, and the last solemn rites performed, but on a

previous day during the obsequies (in the presentinstance1 it was last Sunday) the body of LeoXI I. was temporarily placed in a little vault in St.Peters, pending its transfer to the last resting-place.During the last days of the obsequies, the masters ofceremonies distribute among the Cardinals copies ofthe Bulls of Gregory XV. regarding the election of aRoman Pontiff.
Immediately upon the death of the Pope the Cardi-nal Chamberlain assumed control of the Vatican, sum-moned the Cardinals from all parts of the world toHome, and made all the arrangements for the holding

of the conclave. A corps of artisans was set to work
in the Vatican. Two or three of its great halls wereselected, divided by

Wooden Partitions
into clusters of small cells— two tiny rooms for eachCardinal (bedroom and sittingroom), a bedroom for hissecretary or conclavist (who must be a 'priest), and ano-ther for his lay valet. Neither secretary nor valet maybe a relative of the Cardinal whom they assist. Allthe cells open upon a corridor. Apartments are erectedfor each living Cardinal, whetner he is present or notThe various apartments are chosen by lot by the lastelected Cardinal at the sixth of the meetings which theirImminences hold daily during the novemdiali or nine days
of the obsequies. Over each set of compartments isplaced the coat-of-arms of its occupant.

On Friday morning of this week— the day followingthe close of the obsequies, the tenth day from their be-
ginning, the twelfth from the death of the late Pope—the Cardinals assemble in the Vatican The CardinalDean (or .senior Cardinal) celebrates the solemn Mass ofthe Holy Ghost in the Sistine Chapel. In the afternoon
the piocessiobal cntiy into Conclave takes place theCardinals singing the

'
Veni Sanete Spnitus

'
(or hymn

of invocation 1o the Holy Ohcst). It is followed by the
customary prayer. Then the constitutions governing theConclave are read The Cardinals, one by one, takeoath to obey them The necessary oaths of secrecy arealso administered to every person, lay and ecclesiastical,
"hat is in any way connected with the Conclave Dur-
ing the remainder of the afternoon the Cardinals are
Iree to receive visitois, and the halls of the Conclavearc filled with a brilliant assemblage of persons of dis-tinction, among them the ambassadors and delegates of
various foreign States. At the hour of nightfall bellsrue rung thice times, and then everybody is excluded,
and remains excluded, except the Cardinals and thosewho, for necessary service, etc, are authorised to re-
main. In the Conclave of 1878, at which the late Pope
was elected, there were sixty Cardinals, each with Ins
pnest-secietary ami valet ; a sacristan v.nh fnc atten-
dants ; six masters of ceremonies, a general seeietary
with three attendants; two doctor, a monk-chemist;
four barbers, a carpenter, a mason, a locksmith, a
g'a/ier, a plumber— each with one assistant; fifteen
cooks with Iheir

' helps,' and twenty-four men servants.
There weie, in all, neaily 250 peisons, all ruled, as re-
rards tcmpoi,.l matters, by the Cardinal Chamberlain.
All the enhances to the building are closed up ex-
cept one and tlmt is in charge of the hereditary Mar-
sha! of the Conclave ('row Pnnce Chigi), whose duty it
is to grard the Sacred College from

Intrusion from Without.
One of the two keys of this door is held by the Cardinal
Chamberlain, the other by the

'
Governor of the Con-

Have,' who is a prelate cho>en by the assembled Car-
diiKiK Into the door )", built a tinnine; box, through
which food is passed This i-, likewise locked with two
'>cvs, one of which is kept by a guard outside, theother
by the cluef master of ccrrmonies inside Prelates of
various grades who aie changed fwiee a day, keep watch
and ward outside to see that no letters or messages are
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part )pt them the episcopate as well. All Cardinals, eventhose that are only priests or deacons,
Take Precedence of Bishops

that are not Cardinals. Bishops are, of course, higher
in the matter of Holy Orders than any other persons,
whosoever they may be, that are merely priests or dea-cons. But here it is a question, not of Order, but of
dignity. And in the Church, dignity is measured, not
by the standard of Holy Orders, but of office and juris-diction. And the jurisdiction of Cardinals, who lorm
the senate, or magistracy of the Universal Church, is,
of course, greater lhau that, of a bishop,, wuobe autho-
rity extends only over a limitedarea. In the same way,
an archbishop, though only the equal of a bishop in
Sacred Orders, is higher in dignity by,reason of Ins
wider jurisdiction or range of spiritual authority"

The College of Cardinals,' says Dr. Kolbe, ' is made
up of those men who have risen to supreme ecclesiasti-
cal eminence throughout the world. They **c chosen
partly for efficient administrative service, partly for the
power of hierarchical ruling, partly for the sheer geniuswith which they have illuminated the Church of God,
partly also for some position which may rank them as
representatives of their various nationalities. . . Theinstitution is quite democratic; the only avenue to it isthat of merit— with the exception of those few (and
the species is almost extinct) who are chosen for rank
and national position. . . This elective body, thus de-
mocratically constituted, is equally democratic in its
power of choice. Just as any American may become
President, so

Any Catholic may BecomePope.
Even a layman may be chosen. A man has only to im-
press himself on the imagination of the whole world as
a leader in the Church, and he will stand a chance of
being chosen. This is the theory :There have Leen
times when it was practical, and there may yet be
times when it may become practical again As things
are now, any man sufficiently prominent to be a likely
Pope must have been for a long time more than suffi-
ciently prominent to be a Cardinal. Hence, as a rule,
the election is from among the Cardinals themselves.
But it must be remembered that this is only because the
roads to cardinahtial rank are all open.'

The reader is now sufficiently acquainted with thA
nature and constitution of the august assembly whose
duty is is to appoint a successor to the venerable Pon-
tiff of happy memory over whose death the Catholic
world is still in mourning. The mode of appointing the
new Pope has undergone several modifications since it
wats restricted to the Cardinals in 1179. The first and
most important of these was the carrying out of the
election in a Conclave, or enclosed assembly. It had
its origin in 1271. Pope Clement IV. had died two years
previously. The Cardinals assembled at \ iterbo, dallied
over the election of his successor. St. Bonaventure and
Philip 111 of France expostulated with them o\er the
unseemly delay, and the authorities walled them within
their meeting-place (the episcopal palace) and stationed
guard around to prevent communication between them
and the outside world. The result was the speedy elec-
lion of Pope Gregory X. Three years later (July 7,
1274) this Pontiff issued a special constitution for the
guidance of future papal elections It oulamcd that the
Cardinals present in curia (that is, in residence at the
papal Court) should, on the death of a Tope, ay.ait foi
ten days only the arrival of their absent colleagues and
.then proceed to elect his successor in the palace last
inhabited by the defunct Pontiff ; the principle of the
conclave or

Enclosed Place of Meeting
was affirmed;communication by written or sj:o!s j:o! en mes-
sage to or from the outside world was forliddm under
penalty of excommunication ; the Caidinals wae to t'iI-
cuss no other question than the election , tiny vcie
exhorted to lay aside all private griefs, preiudiccs, orconventions, and the faithful were exhorted to pray daily
for the election of a woithy occupant of the Chair of
St. Petei. The legislation in piesent in foice for the
election of the Pope is, with slight modification:- , con-
tained in two Bulls of Pope1 Gregory XV , who was
elected 'on the first day of the conclave m 1021, and m
the following year— the year which paectd(d his death-
founded the Congregation of the Propaganda One of
these Bulls (called, from its first woids, the

'
Acierni

Patris ') regulates the organisation, the other the cere-
monial, of the Conclave. Everything that human fore-
thought could suggest has been dore to .secure that the
election to tho papal chair shaU rcifher he piecipitated
nor unduly delayed, and that it shall he fue and sub-
ject to no external piessure pi persuasion Withvery slight modifications, these Bulls aie in
force at the present time. Their prcuiMons,
and the subsequent slirht amendments Hereto,
will be sufficiently clear to our readcis from the fol-
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