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part pf them the episcopate as well. Ali Cardinals, even
those thaet are only priests or deacons,

Take Precedence of Bishops

that are not Cardinals. RBishops are, of course, higher
in the matter of Holy Orders than any other persons,
whosoever they may be, that are merely priests or dea-
cons. But here it is a question, not of Order, but oi
dignity. And in the Church, dignity is measured, not
by the standard of Holy Orders, but of office and Juris-
diction. And thke jurisdiction of Cardinals, who ‘torm
the senate, or magistracy of the Universal Chureh, 1s,
of course, grealer thab lhat. of a tnshop,, whose autho-
rity extends only over a limited area. In the same way,
an archhishop, though only the equal oi a bishop In
Sacred Orders, is higher in dignity by.reason of lus
wider jurisdiction or range of spiri{ual duthority.

‘ The College of Cardinals,’ says Dr. Kolbe, ' is made
up of those men who have risen io supreme ccelesiasti-
cal eminence throughout the worid. They ake chosen
partly for efficient administrative service, partly for the
power of hierarchical ruling, partly for the sheer genius
with which 1ihey have illuminated the Church of God,
partly also for some position which may rank them as
representatives of their various nationalitics. The
institution is gqumle democratic ; the only avenue to 1t 1s
that of merit—with the exception of those few (and
the species is almost extinet) who are chosen for rank
and national position. This elective body, thus de-
mocratically constituted, is egualiy democratic in 1ls
power of choice. Just as any American may hecome
President, so

Any Catholic may Become Pope.

Even 2 layman may be chosen. A man has only to im-
press himself on the imagination of the whole world as
a leader in ibe Church, and he will stand a charce of
being chosen. This is the theory : There have Lécn
times when it was practical, and there may yvet be
times when it may become practical again As things
are now, any man sufficiently prominenl to be a likely
Pope must have been for a lopg time more than sufli-
ciently  prominent to be a Cardinal. Ilence, as a rule,
the election is [rom among the Cardinals themselves.
But it must be remembered that this is only because the
roads to cardinahtial rank are all open.’

The reader is now sufliciently acquainted wiih 1h4
nature and constitution of the augusti assembly whose
duty is is to appoint a successor to the venerable Pon-
tifi of happy memory over whose death the Catholic
world is still in mourning. 'The mode of appointing the
new Pope has undergone several modifications since it
was restricted to the Cardinals 1n 1178, The first and
inost important of these was ihe carrying out of the
election 1n a Conclave, or enclosed assembly. 1t had
its origin 1n 1271. Pope Clement IV. had died two years
previcusly. The Cardinals assembled at Viterbo, daliicd
over the election of his successor. Si. Bonaveniure and
Philip IIT of France expostulated with them over the
unseemly delay, and the autherities walled them wiihin
their meeting-place (the episcopal palace) and stationed
guard around to prevent commumeation between {Lem
and the outzide world, The result was the speedy elec-
iion of Pope Gregory X. Three years later (July 7,
1274} this Ponttfi  issued a special constilution for {he
guidance of future papal elections It crdained that (he
Cardinais present n curia (that 1s, in residence at the
papal Court) should, on the dealh of a Pope, avait im
ten days only ithe armnval of their absent celleagues and
Jdhen proceed to eleet his successor in the palace  last
inhabited by ihe defunct Poatafi ; the principle of ke
conclave or

Enclosed Place of Meeting

was alfinined | communication by written or s2olen mes-
sage to or from ihe outside world was fortidden under
penalty of excommunication ; the Cardinals wile to die-
cuss no other question than the electicn, thiy  were
exhorted to lay aside all private griels, prowdiccs,  or
conventions, and the fajthful were exhorted to pray dativ
for the election of a woirthy cecupant of the Chaar  of
St. Peter. The legislation in present in foree  faur the
election of the Pope 1s, with shght modilrations, (on-
tained in two PBulls of Pope Gregory AV, wic  wos
elected 'on the first day of {he conclave 1 1021, and in
the following year—the yvear which pacecded Jhus death—
founded the Congregation of the Propaganda Ore  of
these Bulls (called, from 1ts firet words, the ¢ Aetlerni
Patris '} regulates {he organisation, the otier ihe cere-
monial, of the Conclave., Everytlirg thal human fore-
thought could suggest has been dore to secure thal the
election to the papal chair shall reither Le precipitated
ner unduly delayed, and thet 1t <hall le fiee and sub-
ject to mno external ressure o1 persuasion With
very shght modifications, these  Bualls  are  in
force at 1he pre.ent  {ime. Their  provicions,
and the subsequent streht ameadments {tereto,
will te sufficiently clear 1o our readas from the fol-
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lowing description of the proceedings of the Conclave
for the election of a successor to the great and saintly
old Poaiul who has gone to his rest.

I1I.

Pope Leo XIII, passed away on Monday, July 20.
After the solemn ceremony described in our last issue,
in which the Cardinal Chamberiain verified and announ-
ced his death, the remains of the fate Pontiff were em-
balmed, clothed in papal vestments, and laid in state
upen a catlafalque in the Chapel al_ihe Blessed Sacra-
ment in the Bicat Basilica ol Si. Peler's. The obse-
quies last for nine days, exclusive of the day of death
ald Lhe foilowing day, which s a * day of preparation.’
They therefore began on Wednesday of last week and
cose on Thursday of this week. For six days ilhe
-olemn ceremonies were carried oul by the members of
the Chapter of St. Peter’s ; for the remaining three
flays by the Cardinals present in the Eternal City. On
the ninth day (Thursday) ihe funeral oration is preach-
ed, and the last solemn rites performed, but on a
previous day during the obsequies (in the present
instance’ it was last Sunday) the body of Leo
NI was temporarily placed in a litéle vault in St
Peter’s, pending its transfer to the last resting-place.
During the last days of the obsequies, the masters of
ceremonies  distribute among the Cardinals copies of
the Bulls of Gregory XV, regarding the election of a
Roman Pontiff.

Immediately upon the death oi the Pope the Cardi-
nal Chamberlain assumed conlrel of the Vatican, sum-
moned the Cardinals from all parts of the world to
Rome, and made all the arrangements for Ghe holding
of the conclave. A corps of artisans was set to work
1 the Vatican. Two or three of its great halls were
selected, divided by

Wooden Parlitions

mmto clusters c¢f small cells—two tiny rooms for each
Uardinal (bedroom and sitlingroom), a bedreom for his
secretary or conclavist (who must be a'priest), and ano-
Lher for his lay valet. Neither secrelary por valet may
be a relative of the Cardinal whom they assist.  All
the cells open upon a corridor. Apariments are erected
for each living Cardinal, whetner he 1s present or not.
The various aparimenis are chosen by lot by the last
elected Cardinal at the sixth of the meetings which their
Em:nences hold daily during the novemdiali or nine days
of the obsequies. "Over each set of compariments is
placed the coat-of-arms of its occupant,

On Friday moreing of ithis week—1ihe day following
fhe close of the obsequies, the ienth day from their be-
ginning, the iwelfth from the dealh of {he late Pope—
the Cardmals assembie m the Vatican The Cardinal
Dean (or sentor Cardinal) celebraics ihe solemn Mass of
the Holy Ghost in the Sistine Ckapel. In {he afiernoon
the processional entry anto Conclate takes place, the
Cardinals oinging the * Veni Sancte Spintus’ (or hymn
of tnvocation to the Iloly Glicst). 1t 1s followed by the
customary prayer. Then the consfitutions governing the
Conclase are read The Carduals, one by one, take
cath to obey them  The necessary oaths of SBCICCY arg
also admimsiered 1o every person, lay and ecclesiastical,
‘nat 1s in any way connected with the Conclave Dur-
ing the remainder of the afterncon tlhe Cardinals are
irec 1o recenve visitors, and the halls of the (onclave
are filled with a bnlliant assembluge of persons of dis-
linction, amoeng them the ambassadors and delegates of
various foreign States. At the hour of mightlall  hells
ate rung thiee times, apd ihen everybody s exeluded,
and remains excluded, excepl the Cardinals and  those
who, for necessary service, ete | are authorised {o  re-
main. In the Conclave of 1878, at which the lale Pope
was elected, there were sivly Cardinals, each wilh fus
priest-secretary ard valef ; o sacristan with five atten-
dants ; six masiers ol cercmonies, a general speretary
with three attendants; 1wo declors, o monk-chemist '
four barbers, a  carpenter, a mason, a locksmith, a
giaster, a  plunher—each with  opne assistant ;  fifleen
cooks with their © helps,” and {wenly-four nien sersants.
There were, in atl, nearly 230 persons, all ruled, as re-
cards femporal matiers, by the Cardimal Chamberlain,
ANl {le entranees io 1Le bwlding  are closed up  ex-
cept one and that 1< m charge of the hereditary Mar-
shal of the Canclave (row Punce Chigr), whose duly it
15 10 grard the Sacred Colleee from

Intrusion from Without.

One of the twa keys of this door is held by {he Cardinal
Chamberlam, tke other by the * Governor of the Con-
elave,” who 1 2 pielate choren by the assembled Car-
dinals Inte the door 1+~ hnit 2 turmne box,  1brough
which food is passed This 15 lihewise iocked wilh two
Leve, one of which s kept by a puard ouwtside, the other
by the cliel masler of coremoeies heide Prelates of
various grades, who aie chansed twice a day, keep walch .
and ward outside to see that no letlers or mressages are !
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