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HOW A POPE IS ELECTEDAnother foremost Protestant writer, the Rev. Dr.
Blunt, amply bears out the testimony of Dr. Maitland.
In his 'Reformation of the Church of England,' chap, x.,
vol. 1., pp. 501-502, Dr. Blunt says :—

1 There has been much wild and foolish writing about
the scarcity of the Bible in the ages preceding the Refor-
mation. It has been taken for granted that the Holy
Scripture was almost a sealed book to clergy and laity
until it was printed in English by Tyndale and Cover-dale, and that the only real source of knowledge respect-
ing it before them was the translation made by Wiek-
lifie. The facts are that the clergy and monks were daily
reading large partions of the Bible and had them stored
up in their memory by constant recitation ; that they
made very free use of Holy Scripture in preaching, so
that even a modern Bible-reader is astonished at the
number of quotations and references contained in their
sermons ;i that countless copies of the Bible were written
out by the surprising industry of cloistered scribes , that
many glosses or commentaries were written which aie
still seen to be full of pure and wise thoughts ; and that
all laymen who could read were, as a, rule, provided with
their Gospels, their Psalter, or other devotional portions
of the Bible. Men did, in fact, take a vast amount of
personal trouble with respect to the production of copies
of the Holy Scriptures, and accomplished by head, hands,
and heart, what is now chiefly done by paid workmen and
machinery. The clergy studied the Word ol God and made
it known to the laity, and those few among the laity who
could read had abundant opportunity of reading the
Bible, either in Latin or in (English, up to the Reforma-
tion period.'

Another Protestant writer says :
'

Certain it is that
during the middle ages the minds of the most popular
preachers and teachers (and, we might add, of the laity
too) were saturated with the Sacred Scriptures With
the Reformation came the disintegrating principle of pri-

vate judgment, which split up Protestantism into hun-
dreds of warring sects. In his last speech in Parlia-
ment Henry VIII. summed up the results of the religious
revolution at the time by saying that

'
charity was ne\er

in a more languishing condition, virtue never at a lower
rbb, nor God Himself never less honored and worse ser-
ved in Christendom' (Collier's 'Ecclesiastical History,'
vol v , p 208, London cd., 1852) So much for Eng-
land Mattels were even worse in Ger. any, the cradle
of the Refoimation Luther Ined long enough to bitter-
ly deplore the hopeless religious dissensions that the
grevous abuse of the Sacied Book by his follow cis and
produced, and to sum up its lesuHs in the following
melancholy words 'Our evareelicals aie now sevenio'd
more wicked than they weic befoie In piopoition as we
hear the Gospel, we he, cheat, gorge, and commit e\civ
crime. If the de\il has Lcen dinen out of us, "-even
worse ha\e taken their place, to nidge fiom the conduct
of princes, lords, nobles, buiEressc s, and peasants the'r
utterly shameless acts, and their di-.u*ganl of God ana Ihs
menaces ' Cahin, lk*/a, Melancthon, and other Rife rm-
ers were equally emphatic in dcplomig the state ol
things that4, v.as biought about in the Gciman Fatheiland
and elsewhere by the change Imm the pio;v>i and icsjuct-
ful use of the Bible th.it had pie\ ailed m the Catholic
days to the new principles that tame in with tie meat
religious revolution of the nxUenth cenlisi\ 'Ihcse
new fangled principles 01 using the Bible bet'an then un-
happy work by creating; religious disunion , they con-
tinued it by increasing and pcipeti'ating tlcin till tl.ov
have become a laughingstock to the heathen aid a scan-
dal to the Chriatian name, they ha\e ended by leavim-,
the Protestant denominations without an> fixed benel in
the Sacred Scnptuics as the instiled VW rd oi Cod, and
with a rapid drift towards the ia,tion?]ism that has madeGermany— which was the cradle of the Refoimaiion— the
gra\e of the Reformed faith

THE CONCLAVE AND ITS STORY

The death of the Grand Old Man of the Vatican hasset speculation wagging its tongue volubly in the col-umns of the secular press. Journalistic futurists hereand in other lands are busily engaged in naming his suc-cessor— endeavoring to'
Make fools believe in their foreseeing
Of things befoie they are in being.'

But this is an old habit of the press. It recalls the con-fident, though oft-shifting, prophecies which were oracu-larly uttered by the Londonn '
Times

'
when Pius IXhad passed to the majority. The '

Thunderer's
'

specu-lations were numerous and varied. Sometimes they wereeven entertaining. But they resolved themselves at leastinto this final, definite, and confident piediction: 'Wecan only be sure of one thing, and that is, that Cardinallecci will not be elected.' But Cardinal Pecci waselected, and speedily elected, and his reign will probablybe ranked as one of the most memorable in the long his-tory of the Papacy. And the moral of all this vain pro-phesying serves only to give a fresh confirmation to thetruth of the saying that has been for generations current
in the Eternal City : '

He that enters the Conclave aPope, comes out a Cardinal.' The popular voice and
the vaticinations of the newspaper prophets lurn out inmost cases, to be alike at fault.

'
Various descriptions of the mode of electing a Sov-ereign Pontiff have of late appeared in the columns of thesecular papers. So far as they go they are in the mainfairly correct Unfortunately, they are taken, for themostpart, at first or second or third hand from the hostilepages of Ronghetti, the Rev. Arthur Robert Pennington,

and other non-Catholic writers, and they are all, though
in various degrees, marked with moie or less

Ludicrous Blunders
about Catholic doctrine and the technical terms of
the Conclave, and contain the usual recklessstatements ,as to 'candidates' and 'aspirants'
for the papal office, and the customary stories
of log-rolling and intrigue. The object of the
present aiticle is to gi\e the readels of the

'
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' a brief general statement of the chief
phases through which election to the Papal See has pass-
ed, and then to detail the \anous picpaiations for, and
proceedings of, the conclave that begins on Fnday even-
ing of this week and < nitnines its deliberations until ith;.s appointed a successor to the late lllustnous Pontiff.
The facts here stated aie taken fiom \anous authontat-
i\e source1-, but mainly fiom t lie gieat w ork of the
Chevalier (irctano Moroni, the

'
Di/nmai10 di Emdi/ioneStonco-ecclcsiastica,' which was pulnMcd in 109 vol-

umes undei the supei \ lsion of Po] c (iiegoiy \YI in
iXH '1his noted work still remains t i.c highest autho-
ntv on all matters connected with elections to the See
of St Petei

I
The office of Pope, like that of other bishops, and of

pnests and deacons, is of dn me institution But the
Mode of Appointment

to the papal chair was rot eVteimuted by thei Founder of
the Church This is one of tl.e many matt cis that were
li'tt to the Chinch to anguine iion'i Inne according as
:ts cnlightci.cd wisdom and the van ing circumstances
o! the pa'-s'iig acos might suggest

"

The Chinch, her
lninisti), liei Sacraments, etc , aie divinely appointed,
but her government is nece^sarilv earned out by human
instruments and human methods The laws determining
the succession to the See ol St Petei aie among the ele-
ments that aie of human institution m the Chinch Like
all othei \ital functions of t'.c ( lunch, Ihey ha\ c passed
Hnough a veiy nileiostii.e, oiganic e\ olution— not levolu-
tion , ior

' liiovvth, not explosion, is the law of lile
'

At the d< vn ot t he Clmstwin Chinch, St Peter, the
fir -.(. Pop0, ocu.pied the Sop of Rome His three first
siKc^sois v.i re Linus, (Ictus, and Clenicpt They were
pro!ably his coadjutors in the work ol his sacred office
in these troubled eaily da\ s of the Chunh, ard the or-
der ol then succession is supposed to ha\e been appointed
by him Fiom St Peter's da} i,iiv.anl, for o\cr nine
centimes— to the da\s of Pope (Jrcgory the Croat, the
levisei and refoimtr of ecclesiastical disc ii>ln-.e— the Popes
wcie e'ected by the lomt ai lion of the dcnrv and laity
ot the Eternal City When, in A D 313, the Emperor
Constantino ivivo peace to the liiunh aitor a loiif>, ova
mar l ed with fnqueiit ard finious periods of peisedition,
primitive methods of elation to the papol chair were
still pursued The chic.} and i,ut\ took part in the
choice As time went on there came the occasional
addition of a count11, sometimes inteilei(nce fiom poli-
tical paities oi factions, and liequent attempts by em-
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MAKE NO MISTAKE '—
You mm f.m<-v a ro'iuh atrivial affair, but unl'-^s vo.i tale ph-cri,lions \,,i. w)J]

find it rapiHlv do\eKp into soi.ethn.u; \ ci v smotis
'
\ ak,

warning, therefore, mid .it the fit>t s\r>j,i,,m ol ,1()|, 1()| (]i
try TUSSICURA, wh-rh e\cr>on>- who has onto taken n.acknowledges to be the only certain tenu'dv for com-plaints of the Throat ;>nrl l.mu'S rlheie wnl l.c n/> <j-i!i
culty in obtaining it, .■ r nil (h-Mmsts am) Sior.ktvr.vi *-
keep TTJS.SICURA, and you should .insist on lu.uil-that and nothing eLse.— -"**


