Thursday, July 28, 1908]

The Rev. Mother Superior of the Hill street convent,
Weltl;ington, is at present on a visit to the local con-
vent.

Manaia

(From an occasional correspondent.)

Manaia is not large enough to make a !ittle mark on
the ordinary map of New Zealand, nor his it hitherto
been considered of sufficient importance to secure a men-

tion, hororable or otherwise, in the pages nof the * Tab- ;fﬁ

let,” but the Catholics of the 1°ttle hamlet think that the
opening of a Catholic school in the district is an event
that deserves to be chroniclelf. The little establishment
is the latest addition to the convent schools of the
Colony, and, it is young, very young. Its achievements
are nil, but its possibilities are boundless.
wherever we find it, has a beauty and charm all its own.
Is it a young child, a young race, a young institution !
it becomes at once an object of interest. Iow inter-
esting and inspiring are the barbaric heroes of Homer !
But not surely oo account of their barbarism ? No, but
because we, who now look back upon the day when
Greece was the home of refinement, where the phileso-
phers of all schools loved to meet, and where Pericles

and his followers created those masterpieces which be- :

came the inspiration and despair of the artists of every
succeeding age, are impelled by a laudable curiosity to
look further back and discover the beginnings of ‘such
a civilisalion, and love the uncultured youth of that im-
mortal laad for the budding promise wkich it gave. And
go it is with the young race of our own young land,
They live amongst us yet, who saw New Zealand a
waste and a wilderness ; hut the gallaut men, who be-
came for us pioneers of civilisation, were even in those
early days filled with high hope, for they saw the
heavenly promise in her youth—a promise since so richly
fulfilled that its istory seems more like a magic fable
than a narrative of common fact. The historians of a
thousand years to come will find more delight in going
back to her first origin than in recording the most mag-
nificent triumphs we will have achieved.

This is the secret ot the love which the Catholies of
Manaia bear their little school—a love so full and exu-
beran® that it must nceds flow over pages of the ¢ Tah-
let.’ ¢ What has your school to recommend it ? ' said
1 to those who wailed upon me a few days ago with a
request that i1ts birth should be chronicled in the ¢ Tah-
let.” ' What has it to recommend it; rather what has
it not '’ cried ihey. * Has it not youth to recommend
it, has it not the untold joy of youth, the promises the
1llusions and aspirations of vouik, and if all this is not
enough, why not recount ihe sacrifices and pains ol those
who brought it forth.

And so I have 1o inform you that on the invitation
of the people of the district {he Sisters of St. Joseph
have lately opered a scheol in this little village about
nine miles distant from IYawera There are six Sisters,
an average atftendance of 7¢ children, and the school
building has been declared by Mr Milne, the school in-
spector, to be the most perfect little building under the
Wanganui Education Board. This is very satisfactory,
but more pleasing still is the fact {that while it lasts
the schoo! will be a monument of the many sacrifices
made by those who have given {angible proo! of their
convietion that Christian discipline is necessary [or the
preservation of the Christian life. The few Catholics of
the district contributed a sum o! over £200 towards
the little convent, which cost about £550. They then
set about raising funds by means of a bazaar for a
school. This bazaar was opened by Mr. Major, M.ELR.,
who spoke of the great work everywhere done by the
Sisterhoods of the Catholic Church. Troops of young
ladies left their school year by year, well equipped in
mental qualifications, with the accompl‘shments that en-
able them to grace their position in life, and what was
at once their highest praise and most ardent desire, mo-
dels of modesty, of virtue, and of every womanly grace.

The ¢ Waimate Wilness ' says that the collection of
goods offcred at the bazaar was undoubtedly the best
seen_at any function of a like nature held in Taranaki.
It gives the following list of stallholders and their as-
sistants ;(—IHawera  stall * Misses Power and Haughey.
with their assistants, Misses Connell (4), B.
SButton, Ryan, and Condon.  This stall realised £120.
Manaia stall (No. 1): Mrs. Ryan and Mrs. Hughes, with
assistants, Mrs. Johnson, Misses Carroll, Ryan, Hughes,
Johnson, and McNamara ; receipts, £101 13s 10d.  Ma-
naia stall (No. 2): Mrs. McCarthy and Mrs. McVicar,
with assistants, Misses Mouri (3), Slatlery, Sutton,
Ryan, Luyens, Carroll, and Kelly ; receipts, £77 4s 8d.
Manaia stall (No. 3} : Mrs. Franklin and Mrs, McCarthy;
receipts, £76 19s 7d. The produce stall realised £17 7s
8d, and the door, £530 8s, making the gross receipts
£443 113 9d, with a net halance of £400.

At the conclusion the parish priest thanked all who
had labored to make the bazaar such a magnificent suc-
cess. He was particularly grateful to the non-Catholics
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W who had spent so [reely during the week ; i the school
i was not built by them they would at least help materi-

ally in paying for it. He took their generosity as &
proof of their ku;d. feeling towards the Sisters, whose
only earthly ambition was to make their home a centre
Waimate
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A sion to announce that in that period the Catholics of

Manaia had contributed towards church, school, and
convent buildings a sum of £736 17s 9d, leaving a bal-
ance yet remaining of £498 155 11d. Within the sama
period the whole parish had contributed towards debh

™ and buildings not less than £3500.

A movement is on foot to build a new presbytery af
Hawera.

Miss Connell and Miss Espagne, who changed their
residences with their names, the former some months
ago, the latter some weeks, and whose hushands made
have

i Chofr by the Misses Dais
and Conny Reilly. Miss Reilly, who is one of the mos{

distinguished of the many distinguished singers turned
out by the Wellington Convefnit, has alreadygmore than

 two score of pupils. She takes the lead in musical cir-

cles  here, and has a good second in her yourg sister.
They are both a very great acquisition to the choir,
which under the conductorship of Mr, Higham, con-
tinues to pursue a worthy course.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.

(From our own correspondent. )

. ) July 16.

His Lordship the Bishop has been ill for the last
week, and is confined to his house with a severe attack
of influenza.

Great improvements have been made during the lasé
week in the Sacred Heart Church, Ponsonby. The Very
Hev. Father Benedict, O.P., is still in charge of the
parish.

Improvements upon an extensive scale are contem-
plated at St. Patrick’s, and which, if given effect to,
thli supply a very needful change of a permanent char-
acter.

The Rev. Father Patterson, Adm. of the Cathedral,
was entertained last Monday evening in the large room
ol St. Patrick’s Convent School on the occasion ol the
his birth. The entertainment was in-
augurated by the Sisters of Mercy and was an unquali~
fied success, The room was filled to overflowing, Tha

{ Very Rev. Father Benedict, O.P., 1n the unavoidable ab-

sense of the Bishop ihrough illness, presided, and there
were alsc present the ®|ev. Fathers Purton, 0.8.B.,
O’Carroll, and Holbrook, and Brothers George and Pat-
rick, of the Marist Brothers. A varied vocal and instru-
menlal musical programme was successfully gone
through, Mr. Harry Hiscocks being accompanist. During
an interval Father Bernedict presented Father Patterson
with a beautiful tea and dinner set, & present from the

Bishap, a nicely ornamented silver serviette ring, a hand-

some gold watch, given by Mr. H. Kohn, ieweller, Queen
street, and a sitk umbrella from Master Stephen Ner-
heny, Rev. Father Benedict, in making the presenta~
tions, spoke in eulogistic terms of the many good quali-
ties possessed by their genial and kind-hearted adminis-
trator. He had, since he had known him, learned to
greatly admire him, and he felt sure that his devoted
parishioners of St. Patrick’s entertained towards Father
Patterson exactly similar feelings. Father Benedick
then called upon Mr. Sheakan 1o add a few words on
behalt of the laity. Mr. Sheahan re-echoed the compli-
mentary remarks of the rev. chairman, and said it was
ever tha desire of Father Patterson io help not only in
a spiritual, but also in a temporal manner, any member
of his own parish and outside of it, and concluded by
wishing Father Patterson, on behkalf of the laity, ¢ Ad
multos annos.’

. Father Patterson, who was loudly cheered upon ris-
ing, heartily thanked their great-hearted and affectionate
Bishop for his magnificent presents, and regretted his ab-
sence from them that night, and Mr. Kohn for his costly
present, and Master Nerheny for his useful present. He
thanked the good Sisters of Mercy at St. Patrick’s for
organising this splendid entertainment in his konor, and
the perlormers and all present fnr the signal honor they
had conferred upon him. For the complimentary re-

B marks towards him which were made by Father Bene-

dict and Mr. Sheahan, he felt that they were undeserved,
but he thanked them very sincerely. FHe would ever

8 strive Lo work assiduously for the honor and glory of

God, and the good and kindly and gemerous parishioners
ol St. Patrick’s. He had that day received congratu-
latory messages from many quarters of the Colony, par-

il ticularly from his old parishioners in Palmerston North,

In conclusion, he prayed for God's blessings upon them
all, and hoped they would ever continue to work in
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