
I- ast h] on the successlul close of Bismarck's long
wat uiih ilif ( luiidi, Citnn' dilloiences with the Belgian
(:o\ ci nment , that h.iid sot about the complete seculari-
sation oi tiic svsiem 01 pimiaiv, instruction, and with
\\\r M.v Mahon .ulnunisii .it ion m !" ranee, which hud begun
in 1ST1.), an active piopaganda ol persecution against
tlif lolinioiis Didi'is, and especially against those enga-

>4iml in I'duc atloiuil woik '1 lungs adjusted themselves
s.it isiact 01il\ in l.elgnim In the complete overthrow of
the so-called " Libeial

'
Government, which had brought

the counti\ to the vetge ol i inn J-'oi tnnatoly for Bel-
gium's jiioial and material piogress, they have never
siikc lelunied to powi'i In IVance however, the Pope's
appeal loi just tieatmeiit 101lon deaf oars Successive
Ministeis pushed on a pohc\ of persecution which, in
vaivmg degiees has gone on ever since, and in the past
lew months, under the Combes administration, has
tradii'il ;\ point oi ferocious illegality which deeply em-
bitteied the la.st da.vs ol the v eneiable old I'ontilT

Pope Leo and Ireland
'1he condition ol lielancl also occupied a good deal

oi the late i'ope s attention in the early eighties. The
Home Itnle mo\einent was m lull swing, and, side by
side and in union with it, the agraiian agitation of
ihe new I,\ -estabhslied Land League lor the abolition of
iiKkienting and othei j)hases ol the despotic landloidism
ol Ireland rJho J'ope and his counsellors lelied, m the
matt*-! , a good deal on Ilie iepresenlatioiis and advice
oi piominent English Catholics who weie, m politics,
C. onsei %at i\es, and theieloie out ol sympathy with Irish
national aspnations 'J he land agitation was a strike
against an lnloleiable system 'Jo the counsellors of the
\«iti( an it seemed a lebollion against some ol the

sacnil pinuMples ot social law, and to the Papal Court
nothing thai could happen to 11eland seemed so terrible
as that the laithiul old land should commit a crime.
Ilie I'ope intervened and condemned the J and League
II was suppressed by Mr Gladstone and its leaders
tinown into pnson .No one can doldit,' say s a promi-
nent liish Nationalist w liter

— ' no calm observer among
hish Nationalists ever ('id doubt— the absolute good
laith ami swnpathv ol the advice which the Vatican
gave to Ireland The sweetest allection lor Ireland
uispiM-d, liev oi'd question, the condemnation, such as it
w.is, ol the Ianil League Hut the intervention was a
mistake alt the same, loi it was (minded on imperfect
knowledge and a misapprehension ol the whole condition
ol the political and social utiug-gle m Ireland' The
Irish hierarchy and priests remained faithful to the
national cause, and all alike recognised that this was a

From Thaddcus'-, famous Porlrail of Pope Leo XIII.

against Prussia had been set up b\ the \atic.ui A
study o! the histotv <>l the lime shows th.it in this
opinion liisin.i ie Is was a ltoo-ethoi — even ahsunll\ —

m tlie
wrong. The Second Finpue v.is <i tailmo, .mil it was
necessai \ to disttact the ininds ol the pt ople iroiii honic
afiairs. Ifeme the \\,n with I'ihsm.i Soon alter the
Kins? of I'vussia had lntn pi in la lined Ceiman l'jnpeioi,
llisinarck conceived tlie id a o' netting the education ol
the Catholic s-and especially ol the Catholic clorj^v —ol
flcniiiim (OtnpleteU undei lln (oiitiol ol t lie Slate 'Ihe
Catholic Stales which the wai against l''i,imc had
brought into the (Jeiinati union weic weak, and would
not count toi much in a st inutile against the \atn an
Jt seoine<l. therefore, to "I'lsmaiek th.it t lie tune was op-
portune to s( lengthen the new Finpne against the dread-
od influence ot the Pope and his Comt 'Ihero was 111-
spiiod m tlie (Jeinian N<itional I'ailianient a soil ol
ciusade against the educational liilluenco ol Ihe Cath-
olic Chin (h 'Imp idea was to make the Stale supienie
o\or e\ er\ foim ol" ichgioiis teaching; m (letni:ui\ 11
was oi-l\ the icpeiit ion of an elioit which has been
made tune and again in <>\ ci \ Slate m Fun>|»e ,\)\d has
al\va>s (Muled in disappointment and failuie And so
Bismarcl — like Olniei — enteied "iqion (he war .iß.niht Ihe
Chui'ch

'
dun coeur le^or

'— with a li^ht heart There
shall never be peace 'he declared till Home is (iushed
'] have no fear.' said the Ion Chancelloi on anothei
occasion.

'
that f slTall cv or have to fio to ('anossa

'
f al-

luding to the castle in AToden.i whoie the (lenn.tn Fni-
poror. ITenrv IV made his submission to Fope(!tegoiv
VII in 1O77)

The first Imiiii of the Hismaickian war was boirn by
the Jesuits An Act passed in June 1872, placed them
under the ban of the lav suppiessod their houses, ban-
ished their loreign members, and confined the (Jot man
members to enforced residence within certain specified

POPE LEO XIII.

and graciousness. Among the many commanding figures
in Europe of our days his is one of the most command-
ing. 1have been acquainted with Gladstone, andl ha\e
talkjed with Bismaick and with Cardinal Newman, and J
can recall to memory the presence of the 1* mperor
Nicholas of Kussia, and 1 knew Charhv, Sunnier, the
great American orator and abolitionist, and 1 ha\eolten
seen and heard the late J'rince C'onsoi t Hut no pictuie
has impressed me moie than that oi lope l.co Xlll

'

The Falk Laws

The first struggle which lope ix-o Xl.il. had lo Lake
up was tha>t against Prince Bismarck,, 'The Alan ot
Blood and lion

' 'lhat struggle ib famous, ami will
long- be famous in the modern history o) the world ;i«

the Kulturkampt—
in other woids, the struggle about

the education of Catholics within the CJerman Empne
Pope Leo had to encounter in this struggle the greatest
Continental Empire ol our tunes, and the most powei-
ful statesman Conimental Europe has Known since the
days of the fust Napoleon The war began m the days
of Pius IX It was brought to a close at aneailypait
of the pontificate of L.co Xlll It ended in the com-
plete surrender of Bismarck and in the tiiumph of the
Pope. The snuggle started in this wa> rlhe theory oi
Frince Bismarck was that the worst enemies cf the (Jei-
liian Empire weie to be found in the Papal Court, and
he believed (oi [ iolc-sed (o l>e!ie\e) that thi' war

aieas. Jn the lolloping year (1873) an Act was passed
tiepiiMiig the Liiurch m nubsia ol seli-go\einmenc,,pio-
lnuiiuig Lin- leaning oi papal encj-clicais in chujcnes,
penalising m \aiiuuh wa\s the lecogniuon ol the iope b
fti'iiiLiuu iiuilioruj,giving to the ooveminent Hie ught
tn apt ointment and uepo.sition ol bisnops and parish
prust.s, ana placing tne education, tianting, and tuucn-
mg oi aspiiniit.3 to the pnesthood completely under the
control oi tne State jv new penal cove was, in lac ,
established against the catholic ciiuicn in iiussia.

i-ignt out ol Uie twelve bishops who came within the
law weie either exiled or tinown into prison, in one
it'll swoop ±^,tjuu punsh pncblbitud OoU euraleo weicde-
pii\ed oi their chaiges and driven into exile. Ln the
law coui ts tiie judges held that tile new acts wcie incom-
patible with tne punciples oi the Constitution. Bis-
m.irk soon lemedieU this by altering or abolishing any-
thing m tiie constitution that mterieied with his plans.
I'.llk, the Minister ot I'ublic Worship, who drew up and
administered the code, was a strong man. But there were
stiong men, too, on the other side. 'Ihe Catholics found
an aole champion lor their lights in Heir Windthorst,
the O Connell ol Prussia, one ol the ablest debaters m
any European Parliament 'Ihe law served, as iar as
the Catholics weie concerned, to bind them in a closer
stranded union than ever. 'Ihey absolutely lefused to
accept a pi lest on the Government nomination. liome
lelused to appoint a bishop under similar ciicumstances.
\ntl the wai went liercely on

Ihe wholesale nnpiisonment of their bishops and
j).istors thoioughl^ aioused the good Catholics and
waked up the apathetic unto. Uheii Xlll. became
a ope, he— m IS',H— opened up negotiations with the Ernpe-
ioi William on lines thai Uisconcci led Bismaick/s plans.
\hout the same tune two seiious attempts wure made by
the Socialists on the Jile ol the Emperor. 'Ihis opened
his e,\ is to the dangers ol lneligion in the land. "

lie-
ngion must be sustained m (ieimany,' said the Empeior.
UisniaiCm., howevei, had his own idea as to the brand ol
lciigun that should be sustained. lie went to the
townti.v on the 11 ,> ol a war against the Catholics and
Socialists '1he Iintie (or Catholic) paity came back
to the House in iihleased stiengi.h. The Socialist mem-
beis went into opposition Bismarck could no longer
tai i,\ on the CJovei mnent o! the ce/untr.v JJe opened up
negotiations with the \atuaii without the knowledge of
i>i r.ilk When i'alk learned this he promptly tendered
ins lesignation 'Ihis was the end ol the lust "chapter of
the Kultvi kampi It saw Bismaick m Canossa. After
war pi atc Jhe lion Chancellor was, after all, mag-
nanimous In IS.SC>, at his lequest. the Pope aibitrated
between CJoimarn and Spam m the Caroline islands dis-
pute Alter the publication ot the Tope's award, Bis-
iii.utk sent him (l giacioiis letter ol thanks loi his high-
minded and per let t impartiality '

And among the many
(let oi at ions that grated the breast ot the rugged old
statesman, and one much pi l/ed b\ him, was that given
linn l)\ the I'ope alter the award made by him between
(■einianv and Sp.nn lhus ended, m peace and good
will one oi the bitteiest battles in tile history ol the
Ihrnt h
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