
POPE LEO XIII.

Churches of the East. All these things are tolerably fresh
m the minds of our readers. His was, indeed,a noble life,
brimful of good deeds. And 'it is hard indeed,' says his
ablestbiographer,Justin McCarthy, 'not to grow enthu-
siastic as one studies the records of such a career. States-
manship and philanthropy are combined in it, each at its
best and highest. Pope Leo loved the working people and
the poor, and strove unceasingly with all his power to
lighten their burdens and to brighten their lives. He
bhuwed to others the best and most practical way to the
accomplishment of such objects. He spread the light of
education all around him. As a leader of men,
endowed with unrivalled influence,he made it his task to
maintain peace among his neighbors. Better praise noman
could ha\e earned; better life no man could have lived.'
Death cannot carry away the good that he has done. For (as
John Boyle0 Kkiixy has said) behind the passage of death" lives on the faithful labor of the dead man, and the truth,
the kindness, the public spirit, the noble example, the good
name. These remain as a blessing and a pride,e\eu whtn
the dear hand of the priest elo&es the eyes, and his prater
ascends over the senseless clay.'

influence, and in the discharge of its ecclesiastical functions.
It was a long struggle. But in the end Leo won. The
second and final chapter in the struggle ended in the dis-
missal of Bismarck, as the first had ended in the fall of Dr.
Falk. The Kultur-Kainpf was closed; peace settled donn
upon the Church in Germany ; and within the past few
weeks the crownedhead of that great Empire went in state
to the Vatican to do honor to the aged I'ontift" who brought
4 the Man of Bloodand Iron

'
to Canossa.

It is unnecessary in this place to do more than refer in
passing to the marked influence which the late Pope exer-
cised, evenoutside the limits of his own Fold, in Germany,
England, the '

/nited states,and e\en Kussia;to his great
policy of pacification ;to his successful mediation in the
disputeabout the Caroline Islands and other international
difficulties; to his re-establishment of the Catholic hier-
archy in Scotland ; to his affectionate letter to the English
people;and to the strong missionary spirit and the grati-
fying success with which he watched over the interests of
the Faith in every land, but especially among the ancient
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idlTaiis of the Uimersal Chinch, and dictated a Latin
ode to the JUolhei ol the J (nil and Sa\ lor .Hut he
knew, and Ihe world knew, that death was to pie\ail
\nd henie the incsMHi1 was not unexpected tliat came to

hand on rluesda\ that Ihe soul oi leo \III , one of
the nieatest ol tho long line ol Konian l'ontifls hud pas-
sed <i\\a\

lOlsewheie we h.uc summed up the eh.ii<u terist n/s of
his lonu, and lemaiUable caieer as I'upe Heie we tako
up t lie lole ol (htotmlrt and reioid, as hiiel!,\ as may
he, the mam lads ot his lite and woik Mis name wius
\ ince.ii/o '(lioiinhino J'ecci lie v.is hoi n a( (\irninet<j,
in tlie Papal States, on Match Li IHI( I— and was thus,

M lot tho lime heing, ,i subject ol the first \.q)«)leon, who■ loidod it in Jiome m that >cai. Jle was the
I Son of Count Ludovico Pecci
■ and his wife Anna Prosper! The Pecci family date
Ifar back into the middle ages They have been the
H lords of Carpmeto and its green \ alkvys and rocky hills

Pope I>o XIII has boon placed upon his deathrbed,
if not coilmed mil nmiiA, a time and olt by imaginativecaJilenien l'.ut the did has t oitie at last to the Kie,\
and \ enerable old J'ontill ol tliiee-and-nni<4\ \rais When
we saw him last Octobu he was Hail and 111 1anspa ient,
but his 03 c was still the e\ c of the ea^lt> ot his nati\o\olscian Hills, ins \ouewas S l1oii£ and \ ibiant 1o a de-
Mice that set the heaieis a-inat \ ellmg as it i.im;
through the lon» arthod \tiults ol tho Sala delle Caite
(Jeotfiafichc, and his {>ie;it mind was as Jiosh atul un'cnand \irile as it w..s w lien he ascended the papal tinone
li\e-and-twent\ \eais at^o On j\londa\, the liih mst
the daiH papers i)iiblished hi id but poitentous messages
of laintitiß-lits and ad\ nanne pneumonia A sei ionsronibmation, this, t or on(> u(io has passed so far on the
ioad to c-entonananisni. For many days ho stoutly
wrestled with death, displm ing throughout'a marvellousvitality— e\ en rallying so far that, by a striking effortof will-powor and enduiance, the pallid and wasted non-agenarian rose from his death-bed, attended to weighty
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