Thursday, July 23, 1903]

The Lioke Jirpuanage.

We beg to acknowledge the following sume entruet d to us
for the Stoke Orphanage :—

£ a4
Previously acknowledged ... . 7153 6
Mr. J. MeCarthy (Hawea Flat) 1 00
Mrs. J. Card. Fen. (Feathereton) .1 0 0
Mr, Bdward ilart (Roxburgh) W0 wo0 0 .
A Frieud (Queenrtown) . .. 010 0

A sum of £2 ereditel to Mr b Mt iarthy (Yuernstown) shou'ld
be acknowledged as follows : Me, P, MoCarthy (Q leetntuwn) £1,
Mr. P. Lynch (per Mr, P. McCarthy) £1,

* Lo promote the cause of Religion and JSustice by the way-.
of Truth and Peace.
LEO XIIL to the N.Z. TABLET.

THURSDAY, JULY 23, 1903

ST. MALACHY AND THE POPES
@%ﬁ !

IO has not heard of {he
the mythical or

‘ prophecies ' of
hall-inythical  Mother

mes oattnibuted to her were first issued
by enterprising publishers in 1811—ncarly
a centmy alter her supposced death They
found favor wath the Broishy public of the
e Fre«h  edittons were  therefore
carmsbaoll by oditors or authors with such

brought out,
additions as to them ~eeined emood  and at last 1he donhi-

. '
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ful old lady 5 post Cpredicions o cubmnated ap
the production and publication, o the namwe of  th an-
tiguated * Vs Harnis,D o1 the wrdtehed doggerel verses
which have tecowe wwons throngh ther descniption ol
sundry modein piventions and discoseries and then de-
claration thal ' the wor'd to an end sudl come o ThS1
This <trance voluvwe of st and <play-fool 1hymes
appeared 1 162 and attracted mreat sttenfion 1L was
al first aliercl to bave been tahen tom a cetlam Cold
boak,” and anveivands Loin Can old mamsscopt, ' the
Bortish Mascuny Toeiaary But nether the ook nor the
manuscopt rcfurred e conld be found tlieie Lileven
years later, 1 ' Notes and Queaes ool April 26, 18T8,
one Chetles Hendievy owped the <ol ampeachment ot be-
g the anthor ot thase slrange thywed ¢ proplecies '
Yet, despiie tes disddaimer of thar genuine: 5%, 1ers
of thousand~ of  persons espected womentarily o hear
the blast ot feabriel s trwnpet i 1e81, and fell a sense
of s{ronz rehick when New Year © Day ol 1882 saw {he
world spinuning o~ gaily through space as 1t had  done
on the previous day.

*

There were heises before Aramemnon, and there were
hterary practicat wos~ters bewsre Charles Hend'ey  (ian-
conr appears 1o bese boen one o these ite  Ied,
moved, and hadd Lis Leone i the sindeenih centiny and
i all probabibity  dovised the straneely crvplic * pro-
pheaies 7 which profess to dotal the suieeswion of  (he
crack o'doom 51 Maluwdy the great Awel th-ventury
Vimagh apd end of S

archbishop o) Bernard, was, in

s day. Blessed by God with pophelie v1-10n Crar-
conl made the sainted prefate’s rame  the
vehiele foy “he dritasion of s sorry gesi

—turned il Colarm e
to an carlicr Mother Shopton

veuetablle  nomen ' in-
The frue nwardness  of
Ciaccont’s * predictions ' os sullviently well hnown o

Catholic lustoriaps  In 1896, for rostapce, the fIush

Shipton 7 A few halling and feniaine ‘say-
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Ticclesiastical Record’ threw grave doubts upon the
authenticity of the alleged prophecies. The  Abbe
Maisire wrote a book on the subject in 1901 ; Father
Thursion, S.J., has dealt learnedly and exbaustively
with 1t during the past few years ; and the last illness
and lamented death of the great Pontiff Leo XIII. has
once more brought it inlo the arena of speculation and
discussion, even n the columns of the New Zealand se-

enlar press
*

St Malachy died at Clurvaux, in Franee, in  the
arms of his illustrious friend, St. Bernard, on Novem-
ber 2, 1148, An account of his life was written by St.
Bernard. But neither in that nor in any other original

M account of the great Irish saint was any mention made

of these papal predictions, nor is any extract given from
them. They first appear in a volume entitled ° Lignum
Vitae,” which saw the light in Venice in 15385, 447 years
after the death of St. Malachy. The compiler of this
book was a Benedicline named Arncold Wion. He is de-
seriped as ‘a man of extreme simplicity, who gathered
into s disorderly pages any sort of historical gossip’
which suited the purpose of his compilation. The pro-

E phecies which he attribuies to 8t. Malachy consist of

one hundred and ecleven mottoes, with the names of the
cortesponding Topes down to his day, including Clement
VIII, who was then reigning. All these were °inter-
preted ” by Ciaccont, and the whole series are, in the
opimicn of Father Thurston, a mere jeu d'esprit—a joke
piayed off  upon the simple-minded Wion by his friend.
The ‘predictions ' regarding the Popes that followed
the then reignming TPontiff, Clement VIII., are, signifi-
cantly cnough, left without any names or interpreta-
tions. ‘The fount of Ciacconi’s inspiration gave out at
ths pomt. *If says Father Thurston, ' we count on
in due order, we find that the 101st motto—'* Crux de
Cruce ™ (" A Cross {from a Cross ’')—corresponds with
the pontificate of s IX ; 1he next—'* Lumen in Coelo
(*“ A Laght in the Sky ”)—belongs to Leo XIII.; the
Bdrd—"" Ienis Ardens ”’ (*° A Burning Fire "')—is sup-
posel Lo decignate his successor ; while after this come
only eight mote moltoes, heminning with 134—¢'Religio
Depopeiata ™ (" Rehgion laid waste ')—and ending with
THl="De Glona Oivae ¢ From the Glory of the
Glise ') The hst concludes with an announcement of a
fmal peisecubion an wlich another Peter shall be Bishop
of Runeo after whose fime the seven-hilled city (Rome)
shall Le destroyed and the son of Man shall come to
dee the  world ' By a mamfest mistranslation the
nate ol Cardimal Svampa has been made to it the
cryphic destanation “ Tgnis Ardens. And it was, indeed,
a darihe, nof 1o say irreverent flight of fancy that pre-
sitaed to fix Ahe tine of ¢ the day of wrath, that dread-
il dav.”  which ¢ shall the whole world 1n ashes lay.
God made man 'a ltie fess thau Lhe angels.” But the
anthor of Uus  sirange jumble of meaningless mottoes
Clanms, an this matter, a knowledge of ihe divine coun-
~els far superior to ihal of the spirits who are for ever
before the preal White Throne  For does not the Savior
- the Senplures (Matt xxav, 36) say: ¢ Of that day
and hour no one hnoweth ; 1o, nol the angels of heaven,

but the Fatlier alone* ?
E

Tt wonld Le aboul as impossible fo marshal within
the Dty of o bniel editorial atlicle the many  and
cverwhenning reasons which tell against the genuineness
ot ke alleged St T\Idla!.thy\pl()]}h(‘tl(‘&- as 1l would be to
manocw e an army-corps within they four walls of a
Inilroam The chiel 1easons against them may, how-
ever, be briefly  summed  up .as jollows © (1) Iiven the
vider cntties ol these pscudo-prophecies noled the  ex-
tremwels susprerous cireumsiances under which {he docu-
went was Lrst published—117 years afier the death of
‘s reputed auihior, and then in the gossipy collection or
scrap-book of a credeious and simple-minded man, and
without the shightest indication of {he manuseript in
which 1t was found or of the souree from which it was
laken Motreover, (2} 1t was and is rightly deemed ab-

RIDE

" ANGLO SPECIAL”

CYCLES.



